TkeMaddaere petpetrcUeel  in  Tvinp  Street  Bod  ton  onMarc/rj.  1770,  in  whin 
Medd  ^  Sami  dray,  Sam  I  Afar  erieA,  Samed  CalS we//,  Cridpud  BLtturlcd , 
BatrieU  Carr  were  Bulled  dor  other d  WoicndeS,  tiro  oC them  Mortally. 
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/  Vjjfc  , 


Boston,  fT.  At  a  Meeting  of  the  Freeholders  and  other 
'  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Bofton,  duly 
qualified  and  legally  warned,  in  public 
Town-Meeting  affembled  at  Faneuil- 
Hall,  on  Monday  the  12th  Day  of 
March,  Anno  Domini  1770. 

c£HA  T  Article  in  the  Warrant  for  calling  this  Meet¬ 
ings  viz.  “  What  Jleps  may  be  further  necejjary  for 
tc  obtaining  a  particular  Account  of  all  proceedings  rela - 
<c  live  to  the  Maffacre  in  King  Street  on  Monday  night 
c<  lafts  that  a  full  and  juft  repreftntation  may  be  made 
“  thereof ,”  was  read , 

Whereupon , 

VOTED,  That  the  Honourable  James  Boy^doin, 
Efi\  Doffor  Jofeph  Warren,  and  Samuel  Pemberton, 
Efq\  be  a  Committee  for  this  important  bufmefs  \  and 
they  are  defir ed  to  report  as  foon  as  may  be. 

Atteft. 

WILLIAM  COWPER,  Town-Clerk. 


THE  following  Report,  containing  a  Narrative  of 
*  (he  late  Maffacre,  is  fubmitted  to  the  Town. 

In  the  Name  of  the  Committee. 

JAMES  BOWDOIN, 


At  the  Town  Meeting  held  on  the  19th  of  March 

1770,  by  Adjournment. 


E  afore-mentioned  Report  was  read  and  confider - 
edy  whereupon  Voted  Unanimoufly,  That  the  fame, 
le  accepted ,  and  that  it  be  immmediately  printed ,  and 
the  Committee  are  defired  to  tranfmit  Copies  thereof  as 
foon  as  poffible  to  the  following  Gentlemen ,  viz.  The 
Right  Honourable  Ifaac  Barre,  Ef%\  one  of  his  Majeflys 
mojl  Honourable  Privy  Council  \  Thomas  Pownall,  E/j; 
late  Governor  of  the  Maffachufetts  \  William  Bollan, 
Efqy  Agent  for  his  Majefty  s  Council ;  Dennis  De  Berdt, 
Efq\  Agent  for  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  ;  Benjamin 
Franklin,  Efy\  L.L.D.  and  Barlow  Trecothick,  Efq\ 
<r.  Member  of  Parliament  for  the  City  of  London. 

Atteft. 


WILLIAM  COWPER,  Town-Clerk, 

^  i  «  .  »  *  i  •  ...  v 


A  SHORT 

narrative: 

O  F 

The  horrid  Maflacre  in  Boftony 

Perpetrated  in  the  Evening  of  the  jth  Day  of 
March  1770,  by  Soldiers  of  the  29th  Regi¬ 
ment,  which,  with  the  14th  Regiment,  were 
then  quartered  there  :  With  fomeObfervations 
on  the  State  of  Things  prior  to  that  Cataflrophe* 


IT  may  be  a  proper  introduction  to  this  narrative, 
briefly  to  reprefent  the  ftate  of  things  lor  fome 
time  previous  to  the  faid  maflacre;  and  this  leems  ne- 
ceflary  in  order  to  the  forming  a  juft  idea  of  thecaufes 

of  it. 

At  the  end  of  the  late  war,  in  which  this  Province 
bore  fo  diftinguifhed  a  part,  a  happy  union  fubfifted 
between  Great-Bntain  and  the  Colonies.  This  was 
unfortunately  interrupted  by  the  Stamp-Aft ;  but  it 
was  in  fome  meafure  reftored  by  the  Repeal  of  it.  It 
was  again  interrupted  by  other  afts  of  parliament  for 
taxing  America  ;  and  by  the  appointment  of  a  Board 
pf  Commiflioners,  in  purfuance  of  an  aft,  which  by 


r  ^  ] 

the  face  of  it  was  made  for  the  relief  and  encourage* 
ment  of  commerce,  but  which  in  its  operation,  it  was 
apprehended,  would  have,  and  it  has  in  fact  had,  a 
contrary  effeft.  By  the  faid  aft  the  faid  Commiffion- 
ers  were  “  to  be  refident  in  fome  convenient  part  of 
“  his  Majefty’s  dominions  in  America.5* — This  muft 
be  undeillood  to  be  in  fome  part  convenient  for  the 
whole. — -But  it  does,  not  appear,  that  in  fixing  the 
place  of  their  refidence,  the  convenience  of  the  whole 
was  at  all  confulted;  for  Bolton  being  very  far  from 
the  center  of  the  colonies,  could  not  be  the  place  molt 
convenient  for  the  whole.  —  Judging  by  the  aft,  it 
may  feem  this  town  was  intended  to  be  favoured,  by 
the  CommiiTioners  being  appointed  to  refide  here  -> 
and  that  the  confequence  of  that  refidence  would  be 
the  relief  and  encouragement  of  commerce:  but  the 
reverfe  has  been  the  conftant  and  uniform  effect  of  it; 
fo  that  the  commerce  of  the  town,  from  the  embar- 
raffments  in  which  it  has  been  lately  involved,  is 
greatly  reduced.  For  the  particulars  on  this  head, 
fee  the  (late  of  the  trade  not  long  fince  drawn  up  and 
tranfmitted  to  England  by  a  committee  of  the  mer¬ 
chants  of  Bofton. 

The  refidence  of  the  CommiiTioners  here  has  beeq 
detrimental  not  only  to  the  commerce,  but  to  the  po¬ 
litical  intereff s  of  the  town  and  province  *,  and  not 
only  fo,  but  we  can  trace  from  it  the  caufes  of  the  late 
horrid  malTacre. 

Soon  after  their  arrival  here  in  November  1767, 
inftead  of  confining  themfelves  to  the  proper  bufinefs 
of  their  office,  they  became  partizans  of  Governor 
Bernard  in  his  political  fchemes,  and  had  the  weak- 
nefs  and  temerity  to  infringe  upon  one  of  the  molt 
effential  rights  ol  the  houfe  of  commons  of  this  pro¬ 
vince — that  of  giving  their  votes  with  freedom,  and 
not  being  accountable  therefor  but  to  their  conifitu- 

ents. 
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cftts.  One  of  the  members  of  that  houfe,.  Captain 
Timothy  Folgier,  having  voted  in  fome  affair  con¬ 
trary  to  the  mind  of  the  faid  Commiffioners,  was  for 
fo  doing  difmiffed  from  the  office  he  held  under 
them. 

Thefe  proceedings  of  theirs,  the  difficulty  of  accefs 
to  them  on  office-buftnefs,  and  a  fupercilious  beha¬ 
viour,  rendered  them  difguftful  to  people  in  general, 
who  in  confequence  thereof  treated  them  with  ncgleft. 
This  probably  Simulated  them  to  refent  it :  and  to 
make  their  refentment  felt,  they  and  their  coadjutor 
Governor  Bernard  made  fuch  reprefentations  to  his 
Majefty’s  minifters,  as  they  thought  beft  calculated  to 
bring  the  difpleafure  of  the  nation  upon  the  town  and 
province  :  and  in  order  that  thofe  reprefentations 
might  have  the  more  weight,  they  are  laid  to  have 
contrived  and  executed  plans  for  exciting  difturbances 
and  tumults,  which  otherwife  would  probably  never 
have  exifted  ;  and  when  excited,  to  have  tranfmitted 
to  the  miniftry  the  molt  exaggerated  accounts  of 
them. 

Thefe  particulars  of  their  conduct  his  Majcfty’s 
Council  of  this  province  have  fully  laid  open  in  their 
proceeding  in  council,  and  in  their  addrefs  to  General 
Gage  in  July  and  O&ober  1768,  and  in  their  letter 
to  Lord  Hillfborough  of  the  15th  of  April  1769.  — * 
Unfortunately  for  us,  they  have  been  too  fuccefstul  in 
their  faid  reprefentations,  which,  in  conjunction  with 
Governor  Bernard’s,  have  occafioned  his  Majefty’s 
faithful  fubjeCts  of  this  town  and  province  to  be 
treated  as  enemies  and  rebels,  by  an  invafion  of  the 
town  by  fea  and  land  :  to  which  the  approaches  were 
made  with  all  the  circumfpeCtion  ufual  where  a  vigo¬ 
rous  oppofition  is  expeCted.  While  the  town  was 
furrounded  by  a  confiderable  number  of  his  Majefty’s 
fhips  of  war,  two  regiments  landed  and  took  poffief- 
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fion  of  it ;  and  to  fupport  thefe,  two  other  regiment^ 
arrived  fome  time  after  from  Ireland,  one  of  which 
landed  at  Caflle-Ifland,  and  the  other  in  the  town. 

Thus  were  we,  in  aggravation  of  our  other  em- 
barrafifnents,  embarrafTed  with  troops,  forced  upon 
us  contrary  to  our  inclination — contrary  to  the  fpirit 
of  Magna  Charta — contrary  to  the  very  letter  of  the 
Bill  of  Rights,  in  which  it  is  declared,  that  the  raifing 
or  keeping  a  (landing  army  within  the  kingdom  in 
time  of  peace,  unlefs  it  be  with  the  confent  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  is  againft  law — and  without  the  defire  of  the 
civil  magiflrates,  to  aid  whom  was  the  pretence  for 
fending  the  troops  hither ;  who  were  quartered  in  the 
town  in  dired  violation  of  an  a  cl  of  parliament  for 
quartering  troops  in  America  :  and  all  this  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  reprefentations  of  the  faid  Commiffion- 
ers  and  the  faid  Governor,  as  appears  by  their  memo¬ 
rials  and  letters  lately  publifhed. 

As  they  were  the  procuring  C2ufe  of  troops  being 
fer.t  hither,  they  mud  therefore  be  the  remote  and 
a  blameable  caufe  of  all  the  diilurbances  and  blood- 
fhed  that  have  taken  place  in  confequence  of  that 
meafure. 

But  we  fhall  leave  them  to  their  own  reflections, 
af:er  obferving,  that  as  they  had  fome  months  before 
the  arrival  of  the  troops,  under  pretence  of  lafety  to 
their  perfons,  retired  from  town  to  the  caflle  ;  fo,  after 
the  arrival  of  the  troops,  and  their  being  quartered  in 
the  town,  they  thought  proper  to  return,  having  an- 
fwered,  as  they  doubtlefs  thought,  the  purpoie  of 
their  voluntary  flight. 

We  fhall  next  attend  to  the  condud  of  the  troops, 
and  to  fome  circum fiances  relative  to  them. - Go¬ 

vernor  Bernard  without  confulting  the  Council,  having 
given  up  the  State-houfe  to  the  troops  at  their  landing, 
they  took  poffeflion  of  the  chambers,  where  the  repre- 

6  fentatives 
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fen  ta  fives  of  the  province  and  the  courts  of  law  held 
their  meetings,  and  ( except  the  council-chamber)  of 
all  oukt  parts  of  that  houfe  :  in  which  they  continued 
a  conn;  eiabie  time,  to  the  great  annoyance  of  thofe 
courts  while  they  hr,  and  of  the  merchants  and  gentle¬ 
men  of  tne  town,  who  had  always  made  the  lower  floor 
of  it  tneir  exchange.  They  had  a  right  fo  to  do,  as 
tne  property  of  it  was  in  the  town  ;  but  they  were  de- 

P  lVed  o[  thac  rg!u  bY  mere  power.  The  laid  G  wernor 
u  n  after,  by  eveiy  flratagem  and  by  every  method, 
but  a  forcible  entry,  endeavoured  to  get  pofleflion  of 
the  manufaclo:  y-lioufe,  to  make  a  barrack  of  it  for 
ti  e  troops-,  and  for  tnat  ptirpoie  caufed  it  to  be  be- 
^ged  by  i the  troops,  and  the  people  in  it  to  be  u feci 
Ve[y  cruehy  ;  wh'ch  extraordinary  proceedings  created 
universal  uneafinefs,  arifing  from  the  apprehenfion 
that  the  troops  under  the  influence  of  inch  a  man 
would  be  employed  to  effect  the  molt  dangerous  pur- 
pofes  .  but  failing  in  that,  other  houles  were  procured, 
in  which,  contrary  to  aft  of  parliament,  he  caufed  the 
troops  to  be  quartered.  Alter  their  quarters  were 
fettled,  the  main  guard  was  polled  at  one  of  the  faid 
hou.es,  directly  oppofite  to,  and  not  12  yards  from 
the  State-houfe  (where  the  the  General  Court,  and  all 
the  L, aw  Courts  ior  the  County  were  held)  with  two 
field  pieces  pointed  to  the  State -home.  T  his  fituation 
of  tne  main  guard  and  field  pieces  feemed  to  indicate 
an  attack  upon  the  conflitution,  and  a  defiance  of  law, 
and  to  ne  intended  to  affront  the  legiflativeand  execu¬ 
tive  authority  of  the  province. 

i  he  General  Court,  at  the  fi rft  Sefifon  after  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  the  troops,  viewed  it  in  this  light,  and  ap¬ 
plied  to  Governor  Bernard  to  caufe  Inch  a  nuifance  to 
be  lemoveci  *,  but  to  no  ptirpoie.  Difguflcd  at  fuch 
an  inuignicy,  and  at  the  appearance  of  being  under 
duicfFe,  they  ref u fed  to  do  bufinels  in  fuch  circum— 

^  (lances. 


fiances,  and  in  confequence  thereof  were  adjourned 
to  Cambridge,  to  the  great  inconvenience  ot  the 

jxi  c  rn  r*s 

Be  Odes  this,  the  challenging  the  inhabitants  by 
centinels  polled  in  all  parts  of  the  town  before  the 
lodgings  of  officers,  which  (for  about  ^fix  months, 
while  it  1  ailed)  occafioned  many  quarrels  and  great 

uneafinefs.- - - 

Captain  Wilfon’s  of  the  59th,  exciting  the  negroes 
of  the  town  to  take  away  their  mailers  lives  and  pro¬ 
perty,  and  repair  to  the  army  for  protection,  which 
was  fully  proved  againft  him.* — The  attack  of  a  party 
of  foldiers  on  forne  of  the  magiftrates  of  the  town 
— the  repeated  refcues  of  foldiers  from  peace  officers 

_ _ the  firing  of  a  loaded  mufket  in  a  public  ftreet,  to 

the  endangering  a  great  number  of  peaceable  inhabi¬ 
tants— the  frequent  wounding  of  perfons  by  their  ba¬ 
yonets  and  cutlafies,  and  the  numerous  inftances  of  bad 
behaviour  in  the  foldiery,  made  us  early  fenfible,  that 
the  troops  weiie  not  fent  here  for  any  benefit  to  the 
town  or  province,  and  that  we  had  no  gooa  to  ex¬ 
pert  from  fuch  confervators  of  the  peace 

It  was  not  expeCted  however,  tnat  fuch  an  outrage 
and  mafifacre,  as  happened  here  on  the  evening  of  the 
firth  inilant,  would  have  been  perpetrated.  There  were 
then  killed  and  wounded,  by  a  difeharge  of  muf- 
quetry,  eleven  of  his  Majeily  s  fucjedls,  viz. 

‘  Mr.  Samuel  Gray,  killed  on  the  fpot  by  a  ball  en¬ 
tering  his  head. 


*  Thc'inhabirants,  indead  of  making  application  to  the  military 
offTcers  on  thefe  occasions,  chofe  rather  to  oppoie  the  civil  autho- 
ritv  and  the  laws  of  the  land  to  inch  offenders ,  and  had  not  tne 
foldiery  found  means  to  evade  legal  punishments,  it  is  more  than 
probable  their  infolence  would  have  received  a  check*  and  fome  of 
the  mod  melancholy  effects  of  it  been  prevented. 

Crifpus 
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Crifpus  Attucks,  a  molatto,  killed  on  the  fpot, 
two  balls  entering  his  bread. 

Mr.  James  Caldwell,  killed  on  the  fpot,  by  two 
balls  entering  his  back. 

Mr.  Samuel  Maverick,  a  youth  of  17  years  of  age, 
mortally  wounded  :  he  died  the  next  morning. 

Mr.  Patrick  Carr  mortally  wounded :  he  died  the 
14th  indant. 

Chridopher  Monk  and  John  Clark,  youths  about 
1 7  years  of  age,  dangeroufly  wounded;  it  is  appre¬ 
hended  they  will  die. 

Mr.  Edward  Payne,  merchant,  danding  at  his  door, 
wounded. 

Mcffi  John  Green,  Robert  Patterfon,  and  David 
Parker,, all  dangeroufly  wounded. 

The  aftors  in  this  dreadful  tragedy  were  a  party  of 
foldiers  commanded  by  Captain  Predon  of  the  29th 
regiment.  This  party,  including  the  Captain,  con¬ 
fided  of  eight,  who  are  all  committed  to  gaol. 

There  are  depofitions  in  this  affair  which  mention 
that  feveral  guns  were  fired  at  the  fame  time  from 
the  Cuffom-Houfe ;  before  which  this  fhocking  fccne 
was  [exhibited.  Into  this  matter  inquifition  is  now 

making. - In  the  mean  time  it  may  be  proper  to 

infert  here  the  fubdance  of  fome  of  thole  depo¬ 
fitions. 

Benjamin  Frizell,-  on  the  evening  of  the  5th  of 
March,  having  taken  his  ftation  near  the  weft-corner 
of  the  Cuftom-Houfe  in  King-ftreet,  before  and  at 
the  time  of  the  foldiers  firing  their  guns,  declares, 
(among  other  things)  that  the  firlt  difcharge  was  only 
of  one  gun,  the  next  of  two  guns,  upon  which  he  the 
deponent  thinks  he  faw  a  man  itunhble,  the  third 
difcharge  was  of  three  guns,  upon  which  he  thinks  he 
faw  two  men  fall  ;  and  immediately  after  were  •  dil- 
charged  five  guns,  two  of  which  were  by  foldiers 

U  2  on 
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on  his  right  hand  *,  the  other  three ,  as  appeared ,  to  the  'de¬ 
ponent,  were  difcharged  from  the  balcony ,  flr  the  chamber 
window  of  the  Custom-House,  the flafhes  appearing  on 
the  left  hand,and  higher  than  the  right  hand flajhes  appeared 
to  be,  and  of  which  the  deponent  was  very  fenfible ,  al¬ 
though  his  eyes  were  much  turned  to  the  foldiers,  who 
were  all  on  his  right  hand. 

Gillam  Bafs,  being  in  King  ftreet  at  the  fame  time, 
declares  that  they  (the  party  of  foldiers  from  the 
main  guard)  pofted  themlelves  between  the  Cuftom- 
Houfe  door,  and  the  welt  corner  of  it  •  and  in  a  few 
minutes  began  to  fire  upon  the  people  :  ‘Two  or  three 
of  the  Jlafhes  fo  high  above  the  reft ,  that  he  the  depo¬ 
nent  verily  believes  they  mi  ft  have  come  from  the  Cus¬ 
tom-House  windows . 

Jeremiah  Allen  declares,  that  in  the  evening  of  the 
5 th  day  of  March  current,  being  at  about  nine  o’ 
clock  in  the  front  chamber  in  the  houfe  occupied  by 
Colonel  Ingerfoll  in  King-ftreet,  he  heard  lome  guns 
fired,  which  occafioned  his  going  into  the  balcony  of 
the  faid  houfe — that  when  he  was  in  the  laid  balco¬ 
ny  in  company  with  Mr.  William  Moiineux  jun.  and 
John  Simpfon,  he  heard  the  difeharge  of  four  or 
five  guns,  the  flafties  of  which  appeared  to  the  well- 
ward  of  the  centry-box,  and  immediately  after,  he  the 
deponent  heard  two  or  three  more  guns ,  and  faw  the 
flajhes  thereof  from  out  of  the  houfe  now  called  the  Cus¬ 
tom-House,  as  they  evidently  appeared  to  him ,  and 
which  he  the  faid  deponent  at  the  fame  time  declared 
to  the  afovefaid  Moiineux  and  Simpfon,  being  then  near 
him,  faying  to  them  (at  the  fame  time  pointing  his 
hand  towards  the  Cuflom- Houfe)  there  they  are  out  of 
the  Culidm-Houfe. 

George  Coffer, being  in  King- ftreet  at  the  time  above- 
mentioned,  declares  that  in  five  or  fix  minutes  after  he 
flopped  he  heard  the  word  of  command  given  to  the 

foldiers 
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foldiers,  Fire,  upon  which  one  gun  was  fired,  which  did 
no  execution,  as  the  deponent  obferved  ;  about  half' 
a  minute  after  two  guns,  one  of  which  killed  one  Sa¬ 
muel  Gray  a  rope-maker,  the  other  a  mulatto  man,  be¬ 
tween  which  two  men  the  deponent  flood  ;  after  this 
tne  deponent  heard  tne  ducharge  of  four  or  five  guns 
more  by  the  foldiers  ;  immediately  after  which5  the 
deponent  heard  the  dife barge  of  two  guns  or  piftols ,  from 
an  open  window  of  the  midde  (lory  of  the  Custom- 
House,  near  to  the  place  where  the  centry-box  is  pla¬ 
ced,  and  being  but  a  lmall  diflance  from  the  window, 
he  heard  the  people  from  within  (peak  and  laugh,  and 
loon  after  faw  the  cafemcnt  lowered  down  ;  after 
which  the  deponent  allifted  others  in  carrying  off  one 
of  the  corps. 

Cato  a  Negro  man,  fervant  to  Tuthill  Hubbart, 
Elq;  declares,  that  on  Monday  evening  the  fifth  of 
March  current,  on  hearing  the  cry  of  fire,  he  ran  into 
King-flreec,  where  he  faw  a  number  of  people  affem- 
bled  before  the  Cuftom-Hoofe,  that  he  flood  near  the 
cenrry-box  and  faw  the  fokuers  lie  on  tne  people,  who 
flood  in  the  middle  of  the  faid  flreet;  directly  after 
which  he  Jaw  two  fi.  foes  of  guns ,  one  quick  upon  the 
other ,  from  the  chamber-window  of  the  Custom-House; 
and  that  after  the  firing  was  all  over,  while  the  people 
were  carrying  away  the  dead  and  wounded,  he  faw 
the  Custom-House  door  opened ,  and  fever  al  foldiers 
( one  of  whom  bad  a  cullaf)  go  into  the  Custom  House 
and  Ihut  the  door  after  them. 

Benjamin  Andrews  declares,  that  being  defired  by 
the  committee  of  enquiry  to  take  the  ranges  of  the 
holes  made  by  mufquet  balls,  in  two  lioufcs  near  op- 
polite  to  the  Cultom-Houfe,  he  finds  the  bullet  hole  in 
the  entry-door-poll  of  Mr.  Payne’s  houfe  (and  which 
grazed  the  edge  of  the  door  b  fore  it  entered  the  pofl, 
where  it  lodged, ‘  two  and  a  half  inches  deep)  ranges jujt 
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under  the  Jlool  of  the  weflermojl  lower  chamber  window# 
cf  the  Custom-House. 

Samuel  Drowne,  towards  the  end  of  his  depofition 
(which  contains  a  pretty  full  account  of  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  ioldiers  on  the  evening  of  the  fifth  inftant) 
declares,  that  he  faw  the  flafloes  of  two  guns  fired  from 
the  Custom-House,  one  of  which  was  out  of  a  win¬ 
dow  of  the  chamber  weftward  of  the  balcony ,  and  the 
other  from  the  balcony  ;  the  gun ,  which  he  clearly  dif 
cerned ,  being  pointed  through  the  ballifiers ,  and  the  perfon 
who  held  the  gun ,  m  a  Jlooping  pofture  withdrew  him- 
felf  into  the  houfe ,  having  a  handkerchief  or  fome  kind 
of  cloth  ever  his  face, 

Thefe  depositions  fnow  clearly  that  a  number  of 
guns  were  fired  from  the  Cuftom-Houfe. — As  this  af¬ 
fair  is  now  enquiring  into,  all  trie  notice  we  fhall  take 
of  it  is,  that  it  diftinguifhes  the  aftors  in  it  into  Street- 
Aflors  and  Houle-Adlors  *  which  is  necefTary  to  be 
cbfcrvcd. 

What  gave  occafion  to  the  melancholy  event  of  that 
evening  leems  to  have  been  this.  A  difference  having 
happened  near  Mr.  Gray’s  ropewalk,  between  a  foldier 
and  a  man  belonging  to  it,  the  foldier  challenged  the 
ropemakers  to  a  boxing  match.  The  challenge  was 
accepted  by  one  of  them,  and  the  foldier  worfted. 
He  ran  to  the  barrack  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  re¬ 
turned  with  feveral  of  his  companions.  The  fray  was 
renewed,  and  the  foldiers  were  driven  off.  They  foon 
returned  with  recruits,  and  were  again  worfted.  This 
happened  feveral  times,  till  at  length  a  confiderable 
body  of  foldiers  was  colledted,  and  they  alfo  were 
diiven  off,  the  ropemakers  having  been  joined  by 
their  brethren  of  the  contiguous  ropewalks.  By  this 
time  Mr.  Gray  being  alarmed  interpoled,  and  with  the 
afliftance  of  lome  gentlemen  prevented  any  further 

difturbance. 
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difturbance.  To  fatisfy  the  foldiers  and  punifh  the 
man  who  had  been  the  occafion  of  the  firft  difference 
and  as  an  example  to  the  reft,  he  turned  him  out  of 
his  ferv.ce  >  and  waited  on  Col.  Dalrymple,  the  com 
manding  officer  of  the  troops,  and  with  him  con¬ 
certed  meafures  for  preventing  further  mifchief 
Though  this  affair  ended  thus,  it  made  a  ftron~  im- 
preffion  on  the  minds  of  the  foldiers  in  general,"  who 
thought  the  honour  of  the  regiment  concerned  to  rl 
venge  thofe  repeated  repulfes.  For  this  purpofe  they 
cem  to  have  formed  a  combination  to  commit  fome 
outrage  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  indiscriminate¬ 
ly  ;  and  this  was  to  be  done  on  the  evening  of  the 

th  inftant,  or  foon  after,  as  appears  by  the  depoft- 
tions  of  the  following  perfons,  viz. 

William  Ncwhall  declares,  that  on  Thurfday  nbht 
the  firft  or  March  inftant,  he  met  four  foldiers  of  the 

29th  regiment,  and  that  he  heard  them  fay,  there  were 
a  great  many  that  would  eat  their  dinners  on  Monday 
next,  that  Jhould  not  eat  any  on  Euefday. 

Daniel  Caffe  declares,  that  on  Saturday  evening  the 
3d  of  March  a  camp-woman,  wife  to  James  M‘Deed 
a  grenadier  of  the  29th,  came  into  his  father's  lhop, 
and  the  people  talking  about  the  affrays  at  the  Rope- 
waDs,.  and  blaming  the  foldiers  for  the  part  they  had 
a.  ed  in  it,  the  woman  faid  the  foldiers  were  in  the 
rigut  ;  adding,  that  before  Tuefday  or  fVednefday  nveht 

they  would  wet  their  /words  or  bayonets  in  New  England 
people's  blood .  * 

Mary  Bradford  declares,  that  on  Sabbath  evening 
the  4th  of  March  inftant,  a  foldier  came  to  the  houie 
of  Mr.  Amos  1  hayer,  where  fhe  then  was.  He  de¬ 
firing  to  fpeak  with  Mr.  'I  hayer,  was  told  by  Mrs. 
Mary  Thayer,  that  her  brother  was  engaged,  and  could 
not  be  fpoke  with.  He  faid,  Your  brother,  as  you 
call  him,  is  a  man  I  have  a  great  regard  1  or,  and  I 

came 
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came  on  purpofe  to  tell  him  to  keep  in  his  houfe,  for 

before  T 'uefday  night  next  at  twelve  o'clock,  there  will 
be  a  great  deal  of  bloodfhed ,  and  a  great  many  lives 
left  \  and  added,  that  he  came  out  of  a  particular  re¬ 
gard  to  her  brother  to  advife  him  to  keep  in  his  houfe, 
for  then  he  would  be  out  of  harm’s  way.  He  laid. 
Your  brother  knows  me  very  well  ;  my  name  is  Charles 
Malone.  He  then  went  away. — Of  the  lame  import, 
and  in  confirmation  of  this  declaration,  are  the  t  p  >- 
firions  of  Mary  Thayer  and  A  fa.  Copeland,  who  both 
live  with  the  laid  Mr.  Thayer,  and  heard  what  tne 
lbldicr  laid  as  above  mentioned.  It  is  alio  confirmed 
by  the  depofitions  of  Nicholas  Ferriter. 

fane  Uiher  declares,  that  about  nine  o’clock  on 
Monday  morning  the  5th  of  March  current,  from  a 
window  llie  faw  two  per: on s  in  the  habit  of  fo'diers, 
cne  of  whom  being  on  horfeback,  appeared  to  be  an 
officer’s  fervant.  The  perfon  on  the  horfe  fir'd  fpoke 
to  the  other,  but  what  he  laid,  fhe  is  not  able  to  lay, 
though  the  window  was  open,  and  fhe  not  more  than 
20  feet  diftant  :  the  other  replied,  He  hoped  he  fhould 
fee  bleed  enough  fpilt  before  morning . 

Matthew  Adams  declares,  that  on  Monday  evening 
the  5th  of  March  inftant  between  the  hours  of  feven 
and  eight  o’clock,  he  went  to  the  houfe  of  corporal 
Perlhall  of  the  29th  regiment,  near  Quaker-lane, 
where  he  faw  the  corporal  and  his  wife,  with  one  of  the 
filers  of  the  faid  regiments.  When  he  had  got  what 
he  went  for,  and  was  coming  away,  the  corporal  called 
him  back,  and  defired  him  with  great  earnettnels  to  go 
home  to  his  matter’s  houle  as  foon  as  bufindswas  over, 
and  not  to  be  abroad  on  any  account  that  night  in 
particular,  for  the  foldiers  were  determined  to  be  revenged 
on  the  rope  walk  people ,  and  that  much  mifehief  would  be 
done .  Upon  which  tne  fifer  (about  18  or  19  years  of 
age)  faid,  he  hoped  in  God  they  would  burn  the  town 

down 
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down.  On  this  he  left  the  houfe,  and  thefaid  corporai 
railed  after  him  again,  and  begged  he  would  mind 
what  he  faid  to  him. 

Caleb  Swan  declares,  that  on  Monday  night  the  5th 
of  March  inftant,  at  the  time  of  the  bells  ringing  for 
fire,  he  heard  a  woman’s  voice  whom  he  knew  to  be 
the  fuppofed  wife  of  one  Montgomery,  a  grenadier  of 
the  29th  regiment,  Handing  at  her  door,  andheard  her 
fay ,  it  was  not  fire  \  the  town  was  too  haughty  and  too 
proud  *,  and  that  many  of  their  arfes  would  be  laid  low 
before  the  morning. 

Margaret  Swanfborough  declares,  that  a  free  woman 
named  Black  Peg,  who  has  kept  much  with  the  foldiers, 
on  hearing  the  difturbance  on  Monday  evening  the 
5th  inftant  faid,  the  foldiers  were  not  to  be  trod  upon  by 
the  inhabitants ,  but  would  know  before  morning  whether 
they  or  the  inhabitants  were  to  be  mafters . 

Jofeph  Hooton,  jun.  declares,  that  coming  from 
the  South-end  of  Bofton  on  Monday  evening  the  5th 
of  March  infiant,  againft  Dr.  Sewall’s  meeting  he 
heard  a  great  noile  and  tumult,  wnth  the  cry  of  murder 
often  repeated.  Proceeding  towards  the  Pown-houfe 
he  was  pa  (Ted  by  feveral  foldiers  running  that  way,  with 
naked  cutlafies  and  bayonets  in  their  hands.  He  afked 
one  of  them  what  was  the  matter,  and  was  anlwered  by 
him,  By  God  you  (hail  all  know  what  is  the  matter 
foon.  Between  nine  and  ten  o’clock  he  went  into 
King-ftreet,  and  was  prefent  at  the  tragical  feene  ex¬ 
hibited  near  the  Cuftom-houfe,  as  particularly  fet  forth 
in  his  depofition. 

Mrs.  Mary  kuflell  declares,  that  John  Brailsford,  a 
private  foldier  of  the  fourteenth  regiment,  who  had 
irequently  been  employed  by  her  (when  he  was  ordeied 
with  his  company  to  the  Caftle,  in  coniequence  of  the 
murders  committed  by  the  foldiers  on  the  evening  o 

the  zth  of  March)  coming  to  the  deponent’s  houfe 
J  g  declared. 
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declared,  that  their  regiment  were  ordered  to  hold 
the  mf elves  in  readinefs ,  and  accordingly  was  ready  that 
evening,  upon  the  inhabitants  firing  on  the  foldiery ,  to 
come  to  the  affiftance  of  the  foldiery.  On  which  die 
afked  him,  if  he  would  have  fired  upon  any  of  the 
inhabitants  of  this  tov/n.  To  which  he  replied,  Yes, 
if  he  had  orders;  but  that  if  he  law  Mr,  Ruffed  he 
would  have  fired  wide  of  him.  He  alfo  faid,  if  s  well 
there  was  no  gun  fired  by  the  inhabitants ,  for  had  there 
been,  we  fioould  have  come  to  the  foldiers  afiifiance . 

By  the  foregoing  depofitions  it  appears  very  clearly, 
there  was  a  general  combination  among  the  foldiers,  of 
the  29th  regiment  at  lead,  to  commit  lome extraordinary 
act  of  violence  upon  the  town;  that  if  the  inhabitant*? 
attempted  to  repel  it  by  firing  even  one  gun  upon  thofe 
foldiers,  the  14th  regiment  were  ordered  to  be  in 
readinefs  to  affid  him  ;  and  that  on  the  late  butchery 
in  King-dreet  they  adlually  were  ready  for  that  pup- 
pofe,  had  a  fingle  gun  been  fired  on  the  perpetrators 

f  *  (* 
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It  appears  by  a  variety  of  depofidons,  that  on  the 
fame  evening  between  the  hours  of  fix  and  half  after 
nine  (at  which  time  the  firing  began)  many  perfons, 
without  the  lead  provocation,  were  in  various  parts  of 
the  town  infulted  and  abufed  by  parties  of  armed  fol¬ 
diers  patrolling  the  dreets  ;  particularly - - 

Mr.  Robert  Pierpoint  declares,  that  between  the 
hours  of  feven  and  eight  in  the  evening,  three  armed 
foldiers  palling  him,  one  of  them  who  had  a  bayonet 
gave  him  a  back-handed  droke  with  it;  on  complaint 
of  this  treatment  he  faid  the  deponent  diouid  foon  hear 
more  of  it,  and  threatened  him  very  hard. 

Mr.  Henry  Bafs  declares,  that  at  nine  o’clock  a 
party  of  foldiers  came  out  of  Draper’s  alley  leading 
to  and  from  Murray’s  barracks,  and  they  being  armed 
with  large  naked  cutlalfes,  made  at  every  body  coming 
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in  their  way,  cutting  and  flafhing,  and  that  he  himfelf 
very  narrowly  efcaped  receiving  a  cut  from  the  foremoft 
of  them,  who  purfued  him. 

Samuel  Atwood  declares,  that  10  or  12  foldiers,, 
armed  with  drawn  cutlaflcs,  bolted  out  of  the  alley 
leading  from  Muiray’s  barracks  into  Dock-fquare,  and 
met  the  deponent,  who  afked  them  if  they  intended 
to  murder  people ;  they  anfwered,  Yes,  by  God, 
root  and  branch  ;  laying  here  is  one  of  them  ;  with 
that  one  of  them  ftruck  the  deponent  with  a  club,  which 
was  repeated  by  another  :  the  deponent  being  unarmed 
turned  to  go  off,  and  he  received  a  wound  on  the  left 
fhoulder,  which  reached  the  bone,  difabled  him,  and 
gave  him  much  pain.  Having  gone  a  few  fteps  the 
deponent  met  two  officers ,  and  afked  them.  Gentlemen, 
what  is  the  matter  ?  they  anfwered ,  you  will  fee  by  and 
by  •,  and  as  he  palfed  by  Col.  Jackion’s  he  heard  the 
cry.  Turn  out  the  guards. 

Capt.  James  Kirkwood  declares,  that  about  nine  of 

the  clock  in  the  evening  of  the  ,5th  day  of  March 

currenr,  he  was  going  by  Murray’s  barracks,  hearing 

a  noife  he  ftopt  at  Mr.  Rhoads's  door,  oppofite  the  laid 

barracks,  where  laid  Rhoads  was  (landing,  and  Hood 

lbme  time,  and  faw  the  foldiers  coming  cut  of  the  yard 

from  the  barracks,  armed  with  cutlaffes  and  bayonet  , 

and  rufhing  through  Boyffione’s  alley  into  Cdrnhill, 

two  officers,  viz.  Lieutenants  Minchift  and  Dickfon, 

came  out  of  the  Mefs-houfe,  and  faid  to  the  foidieis. 

My  lads,  come  into  the  barracks,  and  don’t  hurt  the 

inhabitants,  and  then  retired  into  the  Mefs-houfe.  Soon 

after  they  came  to  the  door  again,  and  found  the 

foldiers  in  t lie  yard  •,  and  diredlly  upon  it,  Erflgn  Mall 

came  to  the  gate  of  the  Barrack- yard,  and  /aid  to  the 

foldiers ,  lurn  out ,  and  1  will  (land  by  you  *,  this  he  rc~ 

peated  frequently,  adding,  Kill  them !  flick  them . 

knock  them  down!  run  your  bayonets  through  t.em  . 

r  i  with 
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with  a  great  deal  of  language  of  like  import.  Upon 
which  a  great  number  of  foidiers  came  our  of  the  bar¬ 
racks  with  naked  cutlafTes,  headed  by  faid  Mall .  and 
went  through  the  aforefaid  alley  *,  that  fome  officers 
came  and  got  the  foidiers  into  their  barracks ;  and  that 
Mall  with  his  /word  or  cutlafs  drawn  in  his  ,hand ,  as 
often  had  them  out  again ,  but  were  at  laft  drove 
into  their  barracks  by  the  aforefaid  Minchin  and 
Dickfon. 

Mr.  Henry  Rhoads’s  declaration  agrees  with  Capt. 
Kirkwood’s. 

Mr.  Matthias  King  of  Halifax,  in  Nova  Scotia,  de¬ 
clares,  that  in  the  evening  of  the  5th  day  of  March 
inftant,  about  nine  of  the  clock,  he  was  at  his  lodgings 
at  Mrs.  Torrey’s  near  the  town  pump,  and  heard  the 
bells  ring  and  the  cry  of  fire  ^  upon  which  he  went  to 
the  door,  and  faw  feveral  foidiers  come  round  the 
South  fide  of  the  Town-houfe,  armed  with  bayonets, 
and  fomething  which  he  took  to  be  broad  fwords ; 
that  one  of  thofe  people  came  up  almoft  to  him  and 
Mr.  Bartholomew  Kneeiand  ;  and  that  they  had  but 
juft  time  to  fhut  the  door  upon  him,  otherwife  he  is 
well  allured  they  muft  have  fell  vidtims  to  their  bound- 
lefs  cruelty.  He  afterwards  went  into  the  upper  cham¬ 
ber  of  the  faid  houfe,  and  was  looking  out  of  the 
window,  when  the  drum  and  the  guard  went  to  the4 
barrack ,  and  he  law  one  of  the  guards  kneel  and  pre- 
bent  his  piece  with  a  bayonet  fixed,  and  heard  him 
Iwear  he  would  fire  upon  a  parcel  of  boys  who  were 
then  in  the  ftreet,  but  he  did  not.  He  further 
declares,  that  when  the  body  of  troops  was  drawn  v.f 
before  the  Guard- houfe  (-which  was  prefently  after  the 
majfacre)  he  heard  an  officer  fay  to  another ,  that  this 
was  fine  work ,  and  juft  what  he  wanted ;  but  in 
the  hurry  he  could  not  fee  him,  lb  as  to  know  him* 


Robert 
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Robert  Policy  declares,  that  on  Mon 
the  5th  inflant,  as  he  was  going  home, 
about  ten  perfons  (landing  near  Mr.  Taylor’s  door ; 
after  (landing  there  a  fmall  fpace  of  time  lie  went  with 
them  towards  Boylflcn’s  alley  oppofite  to  Murray’s 
barracks:  we  met  in  the  alley  about  eight  or  nine 
armed  foldiers  ;  they  aflaulted  us,  and  gave  us  a  great 
deal  of  abufive  language  :  we  then  drove  them  back  to 
the  barracks  with  ftieks  only  :  we  looked  for  Hones  or 
bricks,  but  could  find  none,  the  ground  being  covered 
with  know  :  fome  of  the  lads  dilperfed  ;  and  he  the 
laid  Policy,  with  a  few  others,  were  returning  peace¬ 
ably  home,  when  we  met  about  nine  or  ten  other  fol¬ 
diers  armed  ;  one  of  them  laid,  “  Where  are  the  fons 
of  bitches?”  They  ft  ruck  at  feveral  perfons  in  the 
ftreet,  and  went  towards  the  head  of  the  alley.  Two 
officers  came  and  endeavoured  to  get  them  into  their 
barracks;  one  of  the  lads  propofed  to  ring  the  bell; 
the  foldiers  went  through  the  alley,  and  the  boys  huzza’d 
and  faid  they  were  gone  through  Royal  Exchange-lane 
into  King-llreet. 

Samuel  Drowne  declares,  that  about  nine  of  the 
dock  of  the  evening  of  the  5th  of  March  current, 
Handing  at  his  own  door  in  Cornhill,  he  faw  about 
14  or  1 5  foldiers  of  the  29th  regiment,  who  came 
from  Murray’s  barracks  armed  with  naked  cutlaffes, 
fwords,  &c.  and  came  upon  the  inhabitants  ol  the 
town,  then  Handing  or  walking  in  Cornhill,  and  abufed 
fome,  and  violently  aflaulted  others  as  they  met  them; 
mod  of  whom  were  without  fo  much  as  a  Hick  in  their 
hand  to  defend  themfelves,  as  lie  very  clearly  could 
difeern,  it  being  moon-light,  and  himfelt  being  one 
of  the  aflaulted  perfons.  All  or  mod  of  the  faid 
foldiers  he  faw  go  into  King-ftreet  (lome  of  them 
through  Royal  Exchange-lane)  and  there  followed 

them,  and  foon  difeovered  them  to  be  quarrelling  and 

fighting 


day  evening 
he  obferved 
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righting  with  the  people  whom  they  faw  there,  which 
he  thinks  were  not  mere  than  a  dozen,  when  the  fol- 
diers  came  there  firft,  armed  as  aforefaid.  Of  thofe 


dozen  people  the  moft  of  them  were  gentlemen 


Handing  together  a  little  below  the  Town-houfe  upon 
the  Exchange.  At  the  appearance  of  thofe  foldiers  lb 
armed,  the  moft  of  the  twelve  perfohs  went  off,  fome 
of  them  be  ing  firft  a fia lilted. 

The  violent  proceedings  of  this  party,  and  their 
going  into  King- fitter,  “  quarrelling  and  fighting  with 
the  people  whom  they  law  there”  (mentioned  in  Mr. 
Drowne’s  depofition)  was  immediately  introductory 
to  the  grand  cataftrophc. 

^  Thefe  affailants,  who  iffued  from  Murray’s  barracks 
(To  called)  after  attacking  and  wounding  divers  perfons 
in  Cornhill,  as  above  mentioned,  being  armed,  pro¬ 
ceeded  (moft  of  them)  up  the  Royal  Exchange-lane, 
into  King-ftreet,  where  making  a  fhort  (top,  and  after 
aflaulting  and  driving  away  the  few  they  met  there, 
they  brandifhed  their  arms,  and  cried  out,  Where  are 
the  boogers  ?  where  are  the  cowards?  At  this  time 
there  were  very  few  perfons  in  the  ftreet  befide  them- 

felves. - - 1  his  party  in  proceeding  from  Exchange- 

lane  into  King-ftreet  muft  pafs  the  centry  poked  at  the 
wefterly  corner  of  the  Cuftoni  houfe,  which  butts  oh 
that  lane  and  fronts  on  that  ftreet.  This  is  needful  to 
be  mentioned,  as  near  that  Ipot  and  in  that  ftreet  the 
bloody  tragedy  was  a  died,  and  the  ftreet-adftors  in  it 
were  Rationed,  their  ftation  being  but  a  few  feet  front 
the  front  fide  of  the  faid  Cuftom-houfe. — —The  out¬ 


rageous  behaviour  and  the  threats  of  the  faid  party  oc- 
ca honed  the  ringing  of  the  Meeting-houfe  bell  near 
the  head  of  King-ftreet  •,  which  beli  ringing  quick  a* 
for  fire,  it  preiently  brought  out  a  number  of  the 
inhabitants,  who  being  loon  fenfible  of  the  occafion  of 
)t,  were  naturally  led  to  ^ing-ftieer,  where  the  laid 


party 


party  had  made  a  flop  but  a  little  while  before,  and 

where  their  Hopping  had  drawn  together  a  number  of 

boys  round  the  centry  at  the  Cuftom  houle.  Whether  the 

boys  miftook  the  centry  for  one  of  the  faid  party,  and 

thence  took  occafion  to  differ  with  him,  or  whether 

he  firft  affronted  them,  which  is  affirmed  infeveraJ  depo- 

fitions, — however  that  may  be,  there  was  much  foul 

language  between  them  *,  and  fome  of  them,  in  confe- 

quence  of  his  pufhing  at  them  with  his  bayonet,  threw 

fnow-balls  at  him  *,  which  occafioned  him  to  knock 

haftilv  at  the  door  of  the  Cuftom-houfe.  From 
* 

hence  two  perfons  thereupon  proceeded  immediately 
to  the  main  guard,  which  was  polled  (oppofite  to  the 
State-houfe)  at  a  fmall  diftance  near  the  head  of  the 
faid  ftreet.  The  officer  on  guard  was  Capt.  Prefton, 
who  with  feven  or  eight  foldiers  with  fire  arms,  and 
charged  bayonets,  iffued  from  the  Guard-houfe,  and 
in  great  hafte  polled  himielf  and  his  foldiers  in  the 
front  of  the  Cultom-houfe  near  the  corner  aforefaid. 
In  palling  to  this  ftation  the  ioldiers  pufhed  feveral 
perfons  with  their  bayonets,  driving  through  the 

people 

*  Since  writing  this  narrative  feveral  aepofitions  have  appeared, 
which  make  it  clear,  that  the  centry  was  Hrlt  in  fault. — He  over¬ 
heard  a  barber’s  boy  faying  that  a  captain  of  the  14th  (who  had 
juft  pafted  by)  was  fo  mean  a  fellow  as  not  to  pay  his  barber  for 
(having  him  ;  upon  this  the  centry  left  his  poll  and  followed  the 
boy  into  the  middle  of  the  ftreer,  where  he  told  him  to  fhew  his 
face  ;  the  boy  pertly  replied,  1  am  not  aihamed  to  fhew  my  face 
to  any  man  ;  upon  this  the  centry  gave  him  a  (weeping  ftroke  on 
the  head  with  his  mulket,  -which  made  him  reel  and  dagger  and 
cry  much.  A  fellow  appi entice  afoed  the  centry  what  he  meant 
by  this  abufe  ?  He  replied,  D— n  your  blood,  if  you  do  not  get 
out  of  the  way  I  will  give  you  fomething  ;  and  then  fixed  his 
bayonet  and  pulhed  at  the  lads,  who  both  ran  out  of  the  way.  This 
difpute  collected  a  few  perlons  about  the  boy,  near  the  Cuftom- 
houfe.  Prefcntly  after  this,  the  party  above-mentioned  came  into 
King-ftreet,  which  was  a  further  occafion  of  drawing^  people 
thither,  as  above  related.  (Sec  depofition  of  Benjamin  Broadcrs 
and  others).  * 
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people  in  fo  rough  a  manner,  that  it  appeared  they 
intended  to  create  a  difturbance.  This  occafioned 
fome  fnow-balls  to  be  thrown  at  them;  which  feems 
to  have  been  the  only  provocation  that  was  given. 
Mr.  Knox  (between  whom  and  Capt.  Prcfton  there 
was  fome  converfation  cn  the  foot)  declares,  that 
while  he  was  talking;  with  Cant.  Prefton,  the  foldiers 

D  i  J 

of  his  detatchmcnt  had  attacked  the  people  with 
their  bayonets  ;  and  that  there  was  not  the  leak  provo¬ 
cation  given  to  Capt.  Prcfton  or  his  party  ;  the  backs 
of  the  people  being  towards  them  when  the  people  were 
attacked.  He  alio  declares,  that  Caot.  Prcfton  itemed 
to  be  in  great  hafte  and  much  agitated  ;  and  that  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  opinion  there  were  not  then  prefenc  in 
King-ftreet  above  70  or  80  perfons  at  the  extent. 

The  faid  party  was  formed  into  a  half  circle,  and, 
within  a  fhort  time  after  they  had  been  polled  at  the 
Cuftom-houfe,  began  to  fire  upon  the  people. 

Capt.  Prefton  is  Paid  to  have  ordered  them  to  fire, 
and  to  have  repeated  that  order.  One  gun  was  fired 
fir  ft  *5  then  others  in  fucceiTion,  and  with  deliberation, 
till  ten  or  a  dozen  guns  were  fired,  or  till  that  number 
of  difeharges  were  made  from  the  guns  that  were  fired. 
By  which  means  1 1  perfons  were  killed  and  wounded, 
as  above  rep  re  fen  ted. 

Thefe  fafts,  with  divers  circumftances  attending 
them,  are  fupported  by  the  depofitions  of  a  confider- 
able  number  of  perfons,  and  among  others,  of  the 
following,  viz  Meffis.  Henry  Bafs,  Samuel  Atwood, 
Samuel  Drowne,  James  Kirkwood,  Robert  Polley, 
Samuel  Condon,  Daniel  Ufher,  Jofiah  Simpfon,  Henry 
Knox,  Gillam  Bafs,  John  Hickling,  Richard  Palmes, 
Benjamin  Frizzel,  and  others,  whole  depofitions  are  in 
the  appendix. 

Soon  after  the  firing,  a  drum  with  a  party  from  the 
main  guard  went  to  Murray’s  and  die  other  barracks 

beating 
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beating  an  alarm  as  they  went,  which,  with  the  firm* 
had  the  eiieft  of  a  fignal  for  addon  ;  whereupon  all 
the  foldiers  of  the  29th  regiment,  or  the  main  body  of 
them,  appeared  in  King-ftreet  under  arms,  and  feemed 
bent  on  a  further  m  a  fiacre  of  the  inhabitants,  which 
was  with  great  difficulty  prevented.  They  were 
drawn  up  between  the  State-houie  and  main  guard 
their  lines  extending  acrofs  the  ftreet  and  facing'down 
King-ftreet,  where  the  town-people  were  affembled. 
The  firft  line  kneeled  ;  and  the  whole  of  the  fir  ft  pla¬ 
toon  prefented  their  guns  ready  to  fire,  as  Toon  as  the 
word  ffiould  be  given.  They  continued  in  that  pof- 
ture  a  confiderab.e  time  \  but  by  the  good  Providence 
of  God  they  were  reftrained  from  firing. 

That  they  then  went  into  King-ftreet  with  fuch  a  dil 
pofition  will  appear  probable  by  the  two  following  de- 
pofitions. 

Mrs.  Mary  Gardner,  living  in  Atkinfon  ftreet,  de¬ 
clares,  that  on  Monday  evening  the  5th  of  March 
current,  and  before  the  guns  fired  in  King-ftreet,  there 
were  a  number  of  foldiers  aflembied  from  Greer/s 
barracks  towards  the  ftreet,  and  oppofite  to  her  ga:e; 
that  they  flood  very  (till  until  the  guns  were  fired  in 
King-ftreet,  then  they  clapped  their  hands  and  gave  a 
cheer,  faying,  This  is  all  that  we  want.  They  ran  to 
their  barrack,  and  came  out  again  in  a  few  minutes 
.all  with  their  arms,  and  ran  towards  King-ftreet. 

William  Fallals  declares,  that  (after  the  murder  in 
King-ftreet)  on  the  evening  of  the  5th  inftant,  upon 
his  return  home  he  had  occafion  to  flop  oppofite  to 
the  lane  leading  to  Green’s  barracks,  and  while  he  . 
flood  there  the  foldiers  ruffied  by  him  with  their  arms 
towards  King-ftreet,  faying,  This  is  our  time  or  chance  \ 
and  that  he  never  faw  men  or  dogs  io  greedy  for  their 
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prey  as  thofe  foldiers  feerned  to  be,  and  the  ferjeants 

could  hardly  keep  them  in  their  ranks. 

Thefe  circumfiances,  with  thofe  already  mentione  , 
amount  to  a  clear  proof  of  a  combination  among 
them  to  commit  fome  outrage  upon  the  town  on  that 

evening;  and  that  after  the  enormous  one  committea 
in  King-flreet,  they  intended  to  add  to  the  horrors  or 
that  ni°ht  by  making  a  further  (laughter. 

At  the  time  Capt.  Prefton’s  party  iiTued  from  the 
main  guard  there  were  in  King-ftreet  about  two  hun¬ 
dred  perfons,  and  thofe  were  colledled  there  by  thq 
ringing  of  the  bell  in  confequer.ce  of  the  violences  of 
another  party  that  had  been  there  a  very  little  while 
before.  When  Captain  Prefton  had  got  to  the  Cui- 
tom-houfe,  fo  great  a  part  of  the  people  difperfed  at 
r,aht  of  the  foldiers,  that  not  more  than  twenty  or 
thirty  then  remained  in  King-ftreet,  as  Mr.  Drowne 
declares  *,  and  at  the  time  of  the  hring  not  leventy,  as 

Mr.  Palmes  thinks  ' 

Bat  after  the  firing,  and  when  the  dau§hter  ** 
known,  which  occafioned'  the  ringing  of  all  the  bells 
of  the  town,  a  large  body  of  the  inhabitants  foon 
a (Temb!ed  in  King-ifreet,  and  continued  there  the  whole 
time  the  29th  regiment  was  there  under  arrP3’  5V 
would  not  retire  till  that  regiment  and  all  the  foldiers 
that  appeared,  were  ordered,  and  affuai  y  ^ent’ 
their  barracks :  after  which,  having  been  allured  by 
the  Lieutenant-governor  and  a  number  of  tne  civi 
magiftrates  pndent,  that  every  legal  ftep  flrould  be 
taken  to  bring  the  criminals  tojuttice,  they  gradually 
difperfed.  For' dome  time  the  appearance  of  things 
was  di final  the  foldiers  outrageous  on  the  on;  hand, 

and  the  inhabitants  juflly  incenied  againft  them  on  the 
Other;  both  parties  feemihg  diipofed  to  come  to  ac- 
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tiori.  In  this  cafe  the  confequences  would  have  been 
terrible  •,  but  by  the  interpofition  of  his  Honor,  fome 
of  his  Majefty’s  council,  a  number  of  civil  magiftrates, 
and  other  gentlemen  of  weight  and  influence,  who  all 
endeavoured  to  calm  and  pacify  the  people,  and  by 
the  two  principal  officers  interpofing  their  authority 
with  regard  to  the  foldiers,  there  was  happily  no  fur- 
ther  blood fhed  enfued  •,  and  by  two  o’clock  the  town 
was  reftored  to  a  tolerable  ftate  of  quiet.  About  that 
time  Capt.  Prefton,  and  a  few  hours  after  the  party 

that  had  fired,  were  committed  to  fafe  cuftody. 

One  happy  effect  has  arifen  from  this  melancholy 
affair,  and  it  is  the  general  voice  of  the  town  and 
province  it  may  be  a  lading  one  All  the  troops  aie 

removed  from  the  town - They  are  quartered  for 

the  prefent  in  the  barracks  at  Cafile  llland  ;  from 
whence  it  is  hoped  they  will  have  a  fpeedy  order  to 
remove  intirely  out  of  the  province,  together  with 
thofe  perfons  who  were  the  occafion  of  their  coming 


hltH  wh.t  manner  this  was  effected,  it  is  not  foreign 
from  the  fubjedl  of  this  narrative  to  relate.  _ 

The  morning  after  the  maffacre  a  town-meeting  was 
held  •,  at  which  attended  a  very  great  number  of  the 
freeholders  and  other  inhabitants  of  the  town.  They 
»e re  deeply  impeded  and  affedted  by  the  tragedy  of 

immediate  removal  of  the  troops. 

U  2 


"That  it  is  the  unanimous  opinion  of  this  meeting  that 
the  inhabitants  and  foldiery  can  no  longer  live  together  in 
Jafety  ;  that  nothing  can  rationally  be  expefted  to  rejlore 
the  peace  of  the  town  and  prevent  further  blood  and  car¬ 
nage ,  but  the  immediate  removal  of  the  troops  \  and 
that  we  therefore  moft  fervently  pray  his  Honor  that  his 
power  and  influence  may  be  exerted  for  their  infant  re - 
moval . 


Ilis  Honor’s  reply,  which  was  laid  before  the  town 
then  adjourned  to  the  old  ibuth  meeting-houfe,  was 

as  follows  : 

Gentlemen , 

1  am  extremely  forry  for  the  unhappy  differences  be¬ 
tween  toe  inhabitants  and  troops ,  and  efpecially  for  the 
action  of  the  lafl  evening ,  and  I  have  exerted,  myfelf  upon 
that  occajion ,  that  a  due  enquiry  may  be  made ,  and  that 
the  law  may  have  its  courfe.  I  have  in  council  confulted 
with  the  commanding  officers  of  the  two  regiments  who 
are  in  the  town.  V  hey  have  their  orders  from  the  Gene¬ 
ral  at  New  York  :  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  counter¬ 
mand  thofe  orders .  The  Council  have  defir ed  that  the 
two  regiments  may  be  removed  to  the  Cafile.  From  the 
particular  concern  which  the  29 th  regiment  has  had  in 
your  differences ,  Col.  Dalrymple ,  who  is  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  troops ,  has  Signified  that  that  regiment  fhail 
without  delay  be  placed  in  the  barracks  at  the  Cafile ^ 
until  be  can  fend  to  the  General  and  receive  his  further 
orders  concerning  bcth  the  regiments ,  and  that  the  main 
guard  fhail  be  removed ,  and  the  14 th  regiment  fo  dij- 
pofed^  and  laid  under  fuch  refir aint,  that  all  occafion  of 
future  difturbances  may  be  prevented . 
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The  foregoing  reply  having  been  read  and  fully  con- 
fidered — the  queftion  was  pnt,  Whether  the  report  be 
fatisfaftory  ?  Bailed  in  the  Negative  (only  one  difien- 
tient)  out  of  upwards  of  4000  voters. 

A  refpeftable  Committee  was  then  appointed  to  wait 
on  his  Honor  the  Lieutenant-governor,  and  inform 
him,  that  it  is  the  unanimous  opinion  of  this  meeting 
that  the  reply  made  to  a  vote  of  the  inhabitants  prefented 
his  Honor  in  the  morning ,  is  by  no  means  fatis faff  cry  ; 
and  that  nothing  lefs  will  fatisfy  than  a  total  and  imme¬ 
diate  removal  of  all  the  troops. 

The  Committee  having  waited  upon  the  Lieute¬ 
nant-governor,  agreeable  to  the  foregoing  rote,  laid 
before  the  inhabitants  the  following  vote  of  Council 
received  from  his  Honor. 


His  Honor  the  Lieutenant-governor  laid  before  the 
Board  a  vote  of  the  town  of  Bofton  palled  this  after¬ 
noon,  and  then  addreffed  the  Board  as  follows : 


Gentlemen  of  the  Council , 


“  1  lay  before  you  a  vote  of  the  town  of  Boftony 
which  I  have  juft  now  received  from  them ,  and  /  now 
aft?  your  advice  what  you  judge  necejfary  to  be  done  upon 


it. 


The  Council  thereupon  expreffed  them  fives  to  be  una - 
nimoufty  of  opinion ,  that  it  was  abfolutely  necejfary 
for  his  Majeftft s  fervice ,  the  good  order  of  the  towny 
and  the  peace  of  the  provincey  that  the  troops  Jhould  be 
immediately  removed  out  of  the  town  of  Bojtony  and 
thereupon  adviftd  his  Honor  to  communicate  this  advice 
of  the  Council  to  Col.  Dairy mple ,  and  to  pray  that  he 
w  ould  order  the  troops  down  to  Caftle  William The 

Com - 


Committee  alfo  informed  the  town  that  Col .  Dalrymple 9 
after  having  feen  the  vote  of  Council ,  faid  to  the  Com- 

mitteey  7 . 

“  That  he  now  gave  his  word  of  honor  that  he  would 

begin  his  preparations  in  the  morning ,  and  that  there 

fhould  be  no  unnecejjary  delay  until  the^  whole  of  the  two 

regiments  were  removed  to  the  Caftled ’ 

Upon  the  above  report  being  read,  the  inhabitants 
could  not  avoid  exprefling  the  high  latisfadtion  it  af- 
forded  them. 

After  meafures  were  taken  for  the  fecurity  of  the 
town  in  the  night  by  a  ftrong  military  watch,  the  meet* 
ing  was  diffolved. 
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$>TN  the  concluding  paragraph  of  the  foregoing 

I  Narrative  it  is  faid  that  the  town-meeting  was  dif- 
folved  after  the  meafures  were  taken  for  the  fe- 
curity  of  the  town  in  the  night  by  a  ftrong  military 
watch. 

Our  implacable  enemies,  in  purfuance  of  their  plan 
of  mifreprefentation,  have  taken  pains  to  mifreprefent 
this  moft  neceflary  meafure,  by  declaring  it  to  have 
been  contrary  to  the  mind  of  the  Commander  in  Chief, 
and  againft  Law. 

This  matter  will  be  judged  of,  by  (fating  the  fadt 
and  producing  the  Law. 

When  the  Committee,  who  had  waited  on  the 
Lieutenant-governor,  had  reported  to  the  town  that 
the  troops  would  be  removed  to  Cattle  Ifland  (at 
>vhich  time  it  was  near  night)  it  was  thought  neceflary 
for  the  fafety  of  the  town,  and  for  preventing  a  refcue 
of  the  perfons  committed  to  gaol  for  firing  upon  and 
killing  a  number  of  his  Majefty’s  lubjedts,  that  there 
fhould  be  a  military  watch  ;  and  divers  Gentlemen 
were  defired  to  take  the  needful  fteps  for  that  purpofe: 
it  being  then  night,  it  was  impoflible  a  regular  notifi¬ 
cation  mould  ifiue  from  the  officers  of  the  militia :  a 
confiderable  number  of  refpedtable  perions  therefore 
offered  themfelves  voluntiers,  and  did  the  duty  of  a 
military  watch  under  the  direction  of  the  Lieutenant- 
colonel,  who  attended  that  fervice  with  the  approba¬ 
tion  of  the  Chief  colonel  of  the  Bofton  regiment.  The 
next  day,  with  two  of  the  feledt  men  of  the  town, 

the  Chief  colonel  went  to  the  Lieutenant-governor,  and 

fhev 
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they  informed  him,  it  was  apprehended  abfolutely  ne* 
cefiary  for  the  fafety  of  the  town  there  ffiould  be  a 
military  watch  kept ;  and  that  the  Colonel  then  waited 
upon  him  to  receive  his  orders.  The  Lieutenant  go¬ 
vernor  declined  giving  any  orders  concerning  it,  but 
laid  the  law  was  clear,  that  the  Colonel,  as  chief  officer 
of  the  regiment,  might  order  a  military  watch  •,  and 
that  he  might  do  about  it  as  he  thought  fit.  In  con- 
iequence  of  this,  and  knowing  the  Law  gave  him  fuch 
a  power,  the  Colonel  iflued  his  orders  for  that  purpofe, 
and  a  regular  watch  was  kept  the  following  night. 
The  next  day  the  Lieutenant-governor  lent  for  the  Co¬ 
lonel,  and  let  him  know  that  he  was  in  doubt  about 
the  legality  of  the  appointment  of  the  military  watch; 
and  recommended  to  the  Colonel  to  take  good  advice, 
whether  he  had  a  right  by  Law  to  order  fuch  a  watch. 

This  being  quite  unexpected  occasioned  the  Colonel 
to  exprefs  himfelf  with  fome  fervor.  He  aifo  faid  he 
had  already  taken  advice,  and  had  no  doubt  of  his  own 
power  ;  but  had  the  preceding  day  waited  upon  his 
Honor  as  commander  in  chief  to  receive  his  orders  ; 
which,  as  his  Honor  had  declined  giving,  and  left  the 
matter  with  himfelf,  he  had  appointed  a  military 
watch,  and  judged  it  a  neceflary  meafure  to  quiet  the 
fears  and  apprehenfions  of  the  town.  The  interview 
ended  with  the  Lieutenant-governor’s  recommending 
again,  that  the  Colonel  would  take  care  to  proceed 
according  to  Law  •,  and  without  his  forbidding  a  mili¬ 
tary  watch. 

This  military  watch  was  continued  every  night  till 
Col.  Dalrymple  had  caufed  the  two  regiments  under 
his  command  to  be  removed  to  the  barracks  at  Caftle 
I(land.  During  the  continuance  of  the  watch,  the 
Juftices  of  the  Peace  in  their  turns  attended  every 
night,  and  the  utmoft  order  and  regularity  took  place 
through  the  whole  of  it. 


This 
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This  is  the  ft  te  of  the  faft,  upon  which  every  one 
is  left  to  make  his  own  obfervations. 

Now  for  the  Law;  with  refpebl  to  which  nothin^ 
more  is  neccffary  than  juft  to  recite  it.  1c  runs  thus, 
6C  That  there  be  military  watches  appointed  and  b  pt 
in  every  town,  at  fuch  times,  in  fuch  places,  and  in 
fuch  r timbers,  and  under  luch  regulation,  as  the  chief 
military  officers  of  each  town  fhbl  appoint,  cr  as  they 
may  receive  ordeis  from  the  chief  officer  of  the  regi¬ 
ment.”* —  This  needs  no  comment  ;  it  clearly  autho¬ 
rizes  the  chief  officer  of  the  regiment  to  a  point  mi¬ 
litary  watches.  The  late  military  watch  in  f3<,  on 
being  founded  on  luch  an  appointment  was  therefore 
according  to  Law. 

i 

*  See  a  Law  of  the  Province  for  regulating  the  Mil  tla  made 
in  the  5th  gear  ol  William  and  Mary,  Chap.  f.  Sett.  ;o. 
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APPENDIX. 


Containing  the  feveral  Depofitions  referred  to 
in  the  preceding  Nar  rati  v  e;  and  alfo 
other  Depofitions  relative  to  the  Subject  o f 
it. 


(  No.  i. ) 

John  Wilme  of  lawful  age  teflify,  that  about  ten 
I  days  before  the  late  maffacre,  Chriftopher  Rum- 
JL  bly  of  the  14th  regiment  was  at  my  houfe  at  the 
north  part  of  the  town,  with  fundry  other  foldiers  ^ 
and.  he  the  faid  Rumbly  did  talk  very  much  againft 
the  town,  and  faid,  if  there  Jhould  be  any  interruption , 
that  the  grenadiers  company  was  to  march  up  King- 
jlreet  •,  and  that  if  any  of  the  inhabitants  would  join 
with  them,  the  women  fhould  be  fent  to  the  caftle,  or 
fome  other  place ;  and  that  he  had  been  in  many  a 
battle  *,  and  that  he  did  not  know  but  he  might  be  foon 
in  one  here ;  and  that  if  he  was,  he  would  level  his 
piece  fo  as  not  to  mifs  ;  and  faid,  that  the  blood  would 
foon  run  in  the  ftreets  of  Bcjlon  *,  and  that  one  Sumner 
of  the  fame  regiment  did  fay,  that  he  came  here  to 
make  his  fortune  ;  and  that  he  would  as  foon  fight  for 

one 
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one  king  as  another  \  and  that  the  two  gaps  would  be 
ftop’d,  laid  one  of  the  foldiers  ;  and  that  they  would 
foon  fweep  the  Jlreets  of  Bojlon . 

And  further  faith,  that  he  heard  a  foldier’s  wife, 
named  Eleanor  Park,  fay,  that  if  there  fhould  be  any 
difturbance  in  the  town  of  Bofton,  and  that  if  any  of 
the  people  were  wounded,  fhe  would  take  a  ftone  in 
her  handkerchief  and  beat  their  brains  out,  and  plunder 
the  rebels — And  further  I  fay  not. 

JOHN  WILME. 

Suffolk,  flf.  Bojlon,  March  21,  1770. 

John  Wilme  above-named,  after  due  cxamina* 
tion,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  ajorefaid 
affidavit,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance 
of  the  thing . 

Before ,  John  Ruddock,  Juft.  Peace,  and  of  the 
Quorum, 

And  John  Hill,  Juf.  Peace. 


fNo.  2.) 

I  Sarah  Wilme  of  lawful  age  teftify,  that  about  ten 
days  before  the  late  maffacre,  Chriftopher  Rumbly 
of  the  14th  regiment  was  at  our  houfe  at  the  north 
part  of  the  town,  with  lundry  other  foldiers  ;  and  he 
the  faid  Rumbly  did  talk  very  much  againft  the  town, 
and  laid,  if  there  fhould  be  any  interruption,  that  the 
grenadiers  company  was  to  march  up  King-ftreet ; 
and  that  if  any  of  the  inhabitants  would  join  with 
them,  the  women  fhould  be  fent  to  the  caftle,  or  fome 
other  place  *,  and  that  he  had  been  in  many  battles  ; 

£  2 
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and  that  he  did  not  know  but  he  might  he  foon  in  one 
here.  •,  and  that  if  he  was,  he  would  level  his  piece  Jo  as 
not  to  mifs  •,  and  /aid,  that  the  blood  would  foon  run  in 
the  Jircets  of  Bofton  ;  and  that  one  Sumner  of  the  fame 
regiment  did  fay,  that  he  came  here  to  make  his  for¬ 
tune,  and  that  he  would  as  foon  fight  for  one  king  as 
another  ;  and  that  the  two  gaps  would  be  dop’d,  laid 
one  of  the  foldiers  j  and  that  they  would  foon  fweep  the 
ftreets  of  Bofion .  And  further  faith  not. 

SARAH  WILME. 

Suffolk,  if.  Bo/lcn ,  March'll,  1770. 

Sarah  Wilme  above-named ,  after  due  examina¬ 
tion,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  aforefaid 
affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance 
of  the  thing. 

Before ,  John  Ruddock,  Juft.  Peace  and  of  the 
Quorum, 

And,  John  Tudor,  Juftice  Peace. 


(No.  3.) 

T  David  Cockran  of  lawful  age  teftify,  that  I  went  to 
A  the  houfe  of  Mr.  John  Wilme  to  pay  him  a  vifit 
in  the  evening  about  ten  days  before  the  late  mafiacre, 
and  there  I  found  four  or  five  foldiers,  and  after  fome 
time  the  laid  IVilme  told  me  not  to  be  out  in  the  night  of 
fuch  a  day  (though  )  cannot  pofitively  lay  what  dav) 
whereupon  I  .  fked  him  what  he  meant,  and  he  told 
me  that  there  would  isc  dfiurbances ,  or  words  to  that 
effett  \  and  that  one  $  *  feud  foldiers  took  me  by  the 

arm. 
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arm,  and  faid,  the  blood  would  foon  run  in  the  fir  eels 
of  Bofton .  And  further  faith  not. 


his 

Atteft.  Elisha  Story.  David  ()  Cockran. 

Mark. 

Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton ,  March  21,  1770. 

David  Cockran  above-named,  after  due  exami - 
nation ,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  afore - 
faid  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remem¬ 
brance  cf  the  thing. 

/ 

Before ,  John  Ruddock,  Juft.  Peace  and  of  the 
Quorum, 

And,  John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 


(No.  4.) 

X  riLLIAM  NEWHALL,  living  in  Fifli  ft.eet, 
of  lawful  age,  teftifics  and  fays,  that  on 
Thurfday  night,  being  the  firft  of  March  inftant,  be¬ 
tween  the  market  and  Juflice  Quincev’s  he  met  four 
foldicrs  of  the  2cth  regiment,  all  unarm’d,  and  that 
lie  heard  them  fay,  there  was  a  great  many  that  would 
eat  their  dinners  on  Monday  next ,  that  ftoould  not  eat 
any  on  fuejday . 

4 

WILLIAM  NEWHALL. 


Suffolk,  IT.  Batten,  March  21,  1770. 


William  New  hall  above-named,  after  due  exa¬ 
mination,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  afore- 

faid 


faid  affidavit ,  taken  to  'perpetuate  the  remem¬ 
brance  of  the  thing . 


Before ,  John  Ruddock,  Juft.  Peace  and  of  the 
Quorum, 

And,  John  Hill,  Juf.  Peace* 


(No.  5.) 

1  Nicholas  Fcriter  of  lawful  age  teftify,  that  on  Fri¬ 
day  the  fecond  inftant,  about  half  alter  1 1  o’clock, 
A.  M.  a  .foldier  of  the  29th  regiment,  came  to  Mr. 
John  Gray’s  rope-walks,  and  looking  into  one  of  the 
windows  laid,  By  God  Til  have  fatisfaftion !  with 
many  other  oaths  ;  at  the  laft  he  laid,  he  was  not 
afraid  of  any  one  in  the  rope* walks.  I  ftept  out  of  the 
window  and  fpeedily  knocked  up  his  heels  ;  on  fall¬ 
ing  his  coat  8c w  open,  and  a  naked  fword  appeared, 
which  one  John  Willfon  following  me  out  took  from 
him,  and  brought  into  the  rope-walks.  The  foldier 
then  went  to  Green’s  barrack,  and  in  about  twenty 
minutes  returned  with  eight  or  nine  more  foldiers  armed 
with  clubs,  and  began,  as  I  was  told,  with  three  or  four 
men  in  Mr.  Gray’s  warehoufe,  afking  them  why  they 
had  abufed  the  foldier  aforefaid  ?  Thefe  men  in  the 
warehoufe  paffed  the  word  down  the  walk  for  the 
hands  to  come  up,  which  they  did,  and  foon  beat 
them  off.  In  a  few  minutes  the  foldiers  appeared  again 
at  the  fame  place,  re-inforced  to  the  number  of  thirty 
or  forty,  armed  with  clubs  and  cutlajfes ,  and  headed 
bv  a  tall  negro  drummer  with  a  cutlais  chained  to  his 
body,  with  which  at  fir  ft  rencounter  I  received  a  cut  on  the 
head,  but  being  immediately  fupported  by  nine  or  ten 
more  of  the  rope- makers,  armed  with  their  wouldring 

flicks, 
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flicks,  we  again  beat  th  m  off.  And  further  I  fay 


not. 


NICHOLAS  FERITER. 


Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton ,  March  20,  1770. 


Nicholas  Ferriter  above  mentioned ,  ^//^r  due 
examination ,  aforcfaid  affi¬ 

davit  >  taken  to  'perpetuate  the  remembrance  of 


the  thing . 


Before ,  John  Ruddock,  Juf.  Peace  and  of  th 
Quorum, 

And,  John  Hill,  Juf.  Peace. 


(No.  6.) 


1  Jeffrey  Richard  Ton  of  lawful  age  reftify  and  fay, 
that  on  Friday  the  fecond  inflant,  about  eleven 
o’clock,  A.  M.  eight  or  ten  foldiers  of  the  29th  regi¬ 
ment,  armed  with  clubs,  came  to  Mr.  John  Gray’s 
rope- walks,  and  challenged  all  the  rope  makers  to  come 
cut  and  fight  them . — All  the  hands  then  prefent,  to  the 
number  of  thirteen  or  fourteen,  turned  out  with  their 
wouldring  flicks,  and  beat  them  off  directly.  They 
very  fpeedily  returned  to  the  rope-walk,  re-inforced  to 
the  number  of  thirty  or  forty,  and  headed  by  a  tall 
negro  drummer,  again  challenged  them  out,  which  the 
fame  hands  accepting,  again  beat  them  off'  with  con- 
fidcrable  bruifes.  And  further  I  lay  not. 


JEFFREY  RICHARDSON. 


Suffolk,  ff.  Boffin^  March  19,  1770. 
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Jeffrey  Richard fon  above-named,  after  due  ex¬ 
amination,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above 
affidavit^  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance 
cj  the  thing . 

Before ,  Ri.  Dana,  juft,  of  Peace  and  of  the 
Quorum, 

And,  Joi-in  PI  ill,  juf.  Peace. 


(No.  7.) 

YOHN  FISHER  of  lawful  age  teftifies  and  faith, 
J  that  on  the  fecond  day  of  March,  between  eleven 
and  twelve  o’clock,  A.  M.  he  faw  about  fix  foldiers 
fr0ing  towards  Mr.  John  Gray’s  rope-walk,  fume  with 
dubs  ;  they  had  not  been  there  long,  before  they  re¬ 
turned  quicker  than  they  went,  and  retreated  into  their 
barracks,  and  brought  out  the  light  infantry  company, 
with  many  others,  and  went  again  ft  the  rope-makers 
acrain  ;  but  were  foon  beat  off  as  far  as  Green’s-lane,  the 
foldiers  following  and  chafing  many  perfons  they  could 
fee  in  the  lane  with  their  clubs,  and  endeavouring  to 
ftrike  them,  when  a  corporal  came  and  ordered  them 
into  the  barracks.  — And  further  faith,  that  on  Saturday 
the  third  infbnt,  he  faw  the  foldiers  making  clubs  • 
and  by  what  he  could  underftand  from  their  converfa- 
tion  they  were  determined  to  have  fatisfaftion  by  Mon - 
day.  And  further  faith  not. 

JOHN  FISHER. 

Suffolk,  ff.  E  oft  on,  March  17,  1770. 

John  Fifher  above-named ,  after  due  exam:na - 
tion ,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above  affi¬ 
davit , 
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davits  taken  to  'perpetuate  the  remembrance 
of  the  thing . 

Before ,  Ri.  Dana,  Juft,  of  Peace  and  of  the 
Quorum, 

And,  Sam  Pemberton,  Juft.  Peace. 


(No.  8.) 

1JOHN  HILL  aged  fixty-nine  teftLy,  that  in  the 
forenoon  of  Friday  the  fecond  of  March  current,  I 
was  at  a  houfe  the  corner  of  a  paflage -way  leading 
from  Atkinlon’s-ftreet  to  Mr.  John  Gray’s  rope  vv  Iks, 
near  Green's  barracks  lo  cailed,  when  I  ia  *  eight  or 
ten  foldiers  pafs  the  window  with  clubs  ;  I  immedi¬ 
ately  got  up  and  went  to  the  door,  and  found  them  re¬ 
turning  from  the  ropewalks  to  the  barracks  ;  whence 
they  again  very  fpeedilv  re-appeared,  now  increaied  to 
the  number  of  thirty  or  foity,  armed  with  clubs  and 
other  weapons.  In  this  latter  company  w  s  a  tall 
negro  drummer,  to  whom  1  called,  you  biack  ralcal, 
what  have  you  to  do  with  white  people’s  quarrels?  He 
anlwered,  I  fuppole  I  may  Iook  on,  and  went  f  a  ward. 
I  went  cut  diiedily  and  commanded  the  peace,  telling  them 
I  was  in  commijfv  n  ;  but  they  not  regarding  me ,  Knocked 
down  a  rope-maker  in  my  pre fence,  and  two  or  ti  ree  of 
them  beating  him  with  clubs,  I  endeavoured  to  relieve 
him  \  but  on  approaching ,  the  fellows  who  were  mauling 
him,  one  of  them  with  a  great  clu  1  jlruck  at  me  With 
fuch  violence,  that  had  1  not  happily  avoided,  it  might 
have  been  fatal  to  me.  1  he  party  laft  mentioned 
r inhed  in  towards  the  rope-walks,  and  attacked  the 
rope- makers  nigh  the  tar-kettle,  out  were  lo  n  beat  oh, 
drove  out  of  the  paflage- way  by  which  they  entered, 

and  were  followed  by  the  rope-makers,  whom  i  Ix‘r~ 

luaded 
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fuaded  to  go  back,  and  they  readily  obeyed.  And 
further  I  fay  not. 

JOHN  HILL. 

Suffolk,  ff.  Boflon>  March  19,  1770. 

John  Hill,  Efq\  above  named ,  after  due  exami¬ 
nation ,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  afore - 
faid  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remem¬ 
brance  of  the  thing. 

Before ,  Ri.  Dana,  Juft,  of  the  Peace  and  of  the 

Quorum, 

And,  John  Ruddock,  Juft,  of  Peace. 


(No.  9.) 

y  JOHN  GRAY  of  lawful  age  teftify  and  fay,  that 
on  the  Saturday  preceding  the  maffacre  on  the 
Monday  evening  of  the  5th  inftant,  Middleton  the 
chimney -fweeper  being  at  my  houfe,  laid  to  my  maid, 
as  fhe  informed  me,  that  he  was  well  acquainted  with 
the  foldierc,  and  they  had  determined  to  have  their  re¬ 
venge  of  the  rope-walk  people  *,  being  alarmed  with 
this  news,  I  determined  to  fee  Col.  Dairy  mple  on  Mon¬ 
day  morning.  At  Sabbath-noon  i  was  furprized  at 
hearing  that  Col.  Carr  and  his  officers  had  entered  my 
rope-walk,  opened  the  windows,  doors,  &c.  giving 
out  that  they  were  fearching  for  a  dead  ferjeant  of 
their  regiment  *,  this  put  me  upon  immediately  wait¬ 
ing  upon  Col.  Dairy  mple,  to  whom  1  related  what  I 
underftood  had  paffed  at  the  rope-walk  days  before  ; 
he  replied  it  was  much  the  fame  as  he  had  heard  from 
his  people  ;  bur,  fays  he,  46  your  man  was  the  ag- 
grefior  in  affronting  one  of  my  people,  by  adding  him 
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if  he  wanted  to  work,  and  then  telling  him  to  clean  his 
little-houfe.”  For  this  expreffion  1  difmiffed  my  jour¬ 
neyman  on  the  Monday  morning  following  ;  and  fur¬ 
ther  faid,  I  would  do  all  in  my  power  to  prevent  my 
peoples  giving  them  any  affront  in  future.  He  then 
affured  me  he  had,  and  fhould  do  every  thing  in  his 
power  to  keep  his  foldiers  in  order,  and  prevent  their  any 
more  entering  my  indolure.  Prefently  after  Col.  Carr 
came  in,  and  afked  Col.  Dalrymple  what  they  fhould 
do,  for  they  were  daily  lofing  their  men  ;  that  three  of 
his  grenadiers  palling  quietly  by  the  rope- walks  were 
greatly  abufed,  and  one  of  them  fo  much  beat  that  he 
would  die.  He  then  faid  he  had  been  fearching  for 
a  ferjeant  who  had  been  murdered  ;  upon  which  i  faid 
Yes,  Colonel,  I  hear  your  have  been  fearching  for  him 
in  my  rope-walks ;  and  afked  him  whether  that  ferjeant 
had  been  in  the  affray  there  on  the  Friday  ;  he  replied 
No  •,  for  he  was  feen  on  the  Saturday.  I  then  afked 
him  how  he  could  think  of  looking  for  him  in  my 
walks  ;  and  that  had  he  applied  to  me,  I  would  have 
waited  on  him,  and  opened  every  apartment  1  had  for 
his  latisfadfion. 

JOHN  GRAY. 

Suffolk,  ff.  Bojton,  March  22,  1770. 

John  Gray  above  named ,  after  due  examination , 
made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above-written 
affidavit,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remembi  ante 
of  the  thing. 

Before ,  Ri.  Dana,  Juftice  of  the  Peace  and  of  the 
Quorum, 

And,  John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 


(No.  io.) 


A  RCHIBALD  MCNEIL  jun.  of  lawful  age  refti- 
1  *  fies  and  fays,  that  on  Saturday  the  thircHnftant, 
about  half  an  hour  after  four  in  the  afternoon, 
the  deponent  with  two  apprentices  were  fpinnin^ 
at  the  lower  end  of  Mr.  McNeil’s  rope-walk,  three 
flout  grenadiers  armed  with  bludgeons  came  to  them, 
and  addreftng  the  deponent  laid,  You  damn'd  dogs \ 
don  t  you  deferve  to  be  kill'd?  Are  you  fit  to  die?  The 
deponent  and  company  being  quite  unarmed  gave  no 
anlwer.  James  Baylcy,  a  lea-faring  young  man,  com¬ 
ing  up,  faid  to  the  deponent,  &c.  Why  did  you  not 
anfvver?  One  of  the  grenadiers,  named  Dixfon,  hear¬ 
ing  him,  came  up  to  Bayley,  and  afked  him  if  he  was 
minded  to  vindicate  the  caule  ?  Bayley  alfo  unarmed 
did  nor  anfwer  till  James  Young  came  up,  who,  though 
equally  naked,  faid  to  the  grenadier,  Damn  it,  I  know 
what  a  foldier  is.  That  grenadier  flood  Hill,  and  the 
other  who  had  threatened  the  deponent  came  up  and 
ft  ruck  at  him,  which  Young  fended  oft  with  his  arms, 
and  then  turning  aimed  a  blow  at  the  deponent,  which 
had  it  reached  might  probably  have  been  fatal.  Pa¬ 
trick  - ,  Mr.  Winter  CalePs  journeyman,  feeing 

the  aft  ay,  went  into  the  tan-loufe,  and  brino-incr  Qut 

two  batts  gave  one  to  a  by  Bander,  who,  together  with 
,  *  '  -» 

Patrick,  loun  cleared  the  walk  of  them.  And  further 
faith  not. 

ARCHIBALD  M'-NEIL. 

Suffolk,  ft.  Boftcn ,  March  17,  1770. 

Archibald  McNeil  above-?: anted,  after  due  ex¬ 
amination,  made  oath  to  the  above  affidavit , 

taken 
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taken  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance  cf  the 
thing. 

Before,  Ri.  Dana,  Juft,  of  Peace  and  of  the 
Qu  orum. 

And,  John  Hill,  Juft,  of  Peace. 


(No.  ii.) 

'VT  ARY  THAYER  of  lawful  age  teflifiesand  fays, 
that  on  Sabbath  day  evening,  the  4th  current,  a 
foldier  of  the  29th,  named  Charles  Malone,  came  into 
Mr.  Amos  Thayer’s  houfe,  brother  to  the  deponent, 
and  lent  a  young  lad  belonging  to  Mr.  Thayer  up 
flairs  to  his  mafter,  defiring  him  to  come  down  to  him. 
Mr.  Thayer  refufed  to  come  down  or  have  any  thing 
to  fay  to  him.  The  deponent  going  down  on  other 
occafion  laid,  fhe  would  hear  what  the  foldier  had  to 
fay  ;  and  coming  to  the  foldier  told  him  her  brother 
was  engaged.  The  foldier  laid.  Tour  brother ,  as  you 
call  him ,  is  a  man  1  have  a  very  great  regard  for ,  and 
came  here  to  defire  him  to  keep  in  the  houfe  ai  d  not  be 
cut ,  for  there  would  be  a  great  deal  of  dift  urbane e  and 
blood  between  that  time  and  Tueflay  night  at  12  o'clock . 
He  repeatedly  laid  he  had  a  greater  regard  for  Mr. 
Thayer  than  any  one  in  Bofton,  and  on  that  account 
came  to  defire  him  to  keep  in  the  houfe ,  which  if  he  did 
there  would  be  no  danger.  After  repeating  the  above 
frequently,  he  even  turned  at  the  door,  and  laid,  my 
name  is  Charles  Malone,  your  brother  knows  me  well, 
and  infilled  very  earneftly  that  the  deponent  would  noc 
neglect  informing  her  brother,  and  lurtiier  faith  not. 

MARY  THAYER. 
Suffolk,  ft,  Bofton ,  March  17,  1 77°. 


Mary 
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'Mary  Thayer  above-named,  after  due  examina¬ 
tion,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above 
affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance 
of  the  thing .] 

Before  Ri.  Dana.  Juft.  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum, 
John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 


(No.  12.) 

I  Mary  Bradford  of  lawful  age  teftify  and  declare, 
that  on  Sunday  evening  the  4th  inftant  a  perfon 
knocked  at  the  door  of  Mr.  Thayer’s  houfe  ;  Mr. 
Thayer’s  lad  went  to  fee  who  it  was;  the  boy  went  up 
ftairs  to  his  mafter,  and  the  foldier  came  into  the  room 
where  I  then  was;  Mifs  Mary  Thayer  and  the  boy 
came  down  ftairs  into  the  fame  room.  Mifs  Thayer 
told  the  foldier  her  brother  was  engaged  and  could 
not  be  fpoke  with,  he  faid,  “  Tour  brother .  as  you  call 
him ,  is  a  man  I  have  a  great  regard  for ,  and  1  came  on 
purpofe  to  tell  him  to  keep  in  his  houfe,  for  before  Tuef- 
day  night  next  at  twelve  o'clock  there  will  be  a  great 
deal  of  blood  fhed,  and  a  great  many  lives  loft”  and 
added,  that  he  came  out  of  particular  regard  to  her 
brother  to  advife  him  to  keep  in  his  houfe ,  for  then  he 
would  be  out  of  harm's  way  :  he  faid  your  brother 
knows  me  very  well,  my  name  is  Charles  Malone  ;  he 
then  went  away.  And  further  laith  not. 

her 

MARY  +  BR  AILSFORD, 
Atteft,  Wm.  Palfrey.  Mark. 

Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  17,  1770. 


Mary 
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Mary  Erailsford  above-named ,  after  due  exa¬ 
mination,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above 
written  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the 
remembrance  of  the  thing. 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  Juft.  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum, 
John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 


(No.  13.) 

T  A  fa  Copeland  of  lawful  age  teftify  and  declare, 
that  on  Sunday  evening  the  4th  inftant  a  foldier, 
named  Malone,  came  to  the  houle  of  my  mafter, 
Mr.  Amos  Thayer,  and  afked  for  the  young  man  that 
lived  in  the  houle.  I  afked  him  what  young  man  he 
meant*,  he  Paid  the,  young  man  a  carpenter.  I  fup- 
pofing  he  meant  my  mafter,  told  him  he  was  up  ftairs. 
He  then  afked  me  to  go  and  call  him,  and  faid  he 
wanted  to  fpeak  with  him  :  I  then  went  up  and  told 
my  mafter  that  Malone  was  below  and  wanted  to  fpeak 
with  him.  My  mafter  told  me  to  tell  him  he  was 
engaged  and  could  not  go  down,  and  faid  if  he  had 
any  thing  to  fay  he  muft  fay  it  to  his  fifter  Mifs  Mary 
Thayer.  I  then  went  down,  and  heard  faid  Malone 
faying  to  Mifs  Thayer.  “  I  would  have  him  keep  in, 
for  l  have  a  greater  regard  for  Mr.  Thayer  than  for 
any  other  perfon  in  town-,”  and  added,  I  would  have 
him  keep  in  his  own  place ,  for  by  T ucfday  night  next 
before  twelve  o'  clock  there  will  be  a  great  many  lives 
loft ,  and  a  great  deal  of  blood  fhed ,  which  he  repeated 
feveral  times .  As  he  was  going  out  of  the  door  he 
turned  back  and  faid  Mr.  Thayer  knew  him  very  well, 
and  had  drank  with  him,  that  his  name  was  Charles 
Malone.  And  further  faith  not. 

ASA  COPELAND. 

Suffolk, 
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Suffolk,  ff.  Bofion,  March  17,  1770. 

Afa  Copeland  above-named ,  after  due  examina¬ 
tion ,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above 
affidavit,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance 
of  the  thing . 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  Juft.  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum, 
John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 


(No.  14.) 

I  John  Brailsford  of  lawful  age  teftify,  that  on  Mon¬ 
day  evening  the  5th  inftant  a?  I  was  pafting  by  the 
centry  at  Col.  Dalrymple’s  houfe  in  Green’sdane,  I 
afked  a  folctier  named  Swan ,  of  the  29th  regiment, 
what  was  the  reafon  of  their  peoples  going  about  arm¬ 
ed  with  clubs  in  fuch  a  manner,  and  troubling  the 
towns  people.  Swan  told  me,  You  will  fee,  you  had 
better  go  home,  and  more  to  the  fame  pur pofe.  When 
the  guns  were  fired  I  returned  back  and  afked  Swan 
what  that  could  mean  ;  Swan  waving  his  head,  laid 
it’s  the  guards,  there  is  no  fhot  there  :  You  had  better 
go  home ,  and  by  all  Lis  behaviour  and  difeourfe  he 
manifefted  his  full  acquaintance  with  the  whole  affair. 
And  furthea  faith  not. 

JOHN  BRAILSFORD. 

Suffolk,  ff  Bofton,  March  21.  1770. 

John  Brailsford  above-named,  after  due  exami¬ 
nation,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above- 
written  affidavit,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  re - 
inembrance  cf  the  thing . 


Before 
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Before  John  Ruddock,  Juft.  Peace  and  of  the 
Quorum, 

John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 


(No.  15.) 


‘VTAthaniel  Noyes  of  lawful  age  teftifies  and  fays, 
that  on  iaft  Sabbath  evening,  the  4th  day  of  March 


current,  a  little  after  dark,  he  faw  five  or  fix  foldiers 
of  the  14th  and  29th  regiments,  each  of  them  with 
clubs,  paffing  through  Fore-ftreet,  and  heard  them 
fay,  that  if  they  faw  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 
town  out  in  the  ftreet  after  nine  o’clock,  they  fwore  by 
God ,  they  would  knock  them  down ,  be  they  who  they 
will . 

NATH.  NOYES. 


Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  16,  1770. 


Nathaniel  Noyes  above-named ,  after  due  exami¬ 
nation ,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above- 
written  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the 
remembrance  of  the  thing. 


Before  Ri.  Dana,  Juft,  of  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum^ 
John  Hill,  Juft,  Peace. 


(No.  16.) 


Ichard  Ward  of  lawful  age  does  teftify  and  fay. 
that  on  the  Lord’s-day  evening  preceding  the 
fifth  day  of  March  inftanr,  about  dufk  he  went  to 
fee  one  Mr.  Dines  (who  is  a  foldier  in  the  twenty-ninth 
jegiment,  and  who  worked,  when  he  was  not  upon 
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f 

duty,  in  Mr.  John  Piemont  Peruke- maker’s  fhop  with 
the  deponent,  a  journeyman  to  faid  Piemont)  the  faid 
Dines  lives  near  the  barracks  at  New-Bofton  ;  when 
your  deponent  was  there,  he  heard  one  of  the  officers 
of  the  faid  29th  regiment  fay  to  the  ferjeants ,  Don’t 
let  any  of  your  people  go  out  unlefs  there  be  eight  or  ten 
together . 

RICHARD  WARD. 

Suffolk,  IT.  Bofton,  March  16,  1770. 

Richard  Ward  above-named,  after  due  examina¬ 
tion^  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above- 
\ written  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  re¬ 
membrance  of  the  thing . 

Before  Ri,  Dana,  Juft.  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum* 
John  Mill,  juft.  Peace. 


(No.  17.) 

JAne  Ufner  of  lav/ful  age  teftifies  and  fays,  that  about 
nine  of  the  clock  in  the  morning  of  Monday  the 
fifth  day  of  March  current,  fhe  being  in  the  front 
chamber  of  the  houfe  of  John  Scollay,  Efq*,  on  Dock- 
Iquare,  from  the  window  faw  two  perfons  in  the  habit 
of  foldiers,  one  of  whom  being  on  horfe-back  appeared 
to  be  an  officer’s  fervant :  the  perfon  on  the  horfe  firft 
fpoke  to  the  other,  but  what  he  faid  fhe  is  not  able  to 
fay,  though  the  window  was  open,  and  fhe  not  more 
than  twenty  feet  diftant ;  the  other  replied,  he  hoped 
he  ffiould  fee  blood  enough  fpilt  before  morning , 

JANE  USHER, 

V 

Suffolk,  IT.  Bofton,  March  1 6,  1770. 

Jane 


[  5i  3 


Jane  UJher  above  named ,  after  due  examination , 
made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above  written 
affidavit,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance 
of  the  thing . 


Before  Ri.  Dana,  Juft.  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum*' 
John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 


(No.  18.) 

Adams  (living  with  Mr.  John  Arnold) 


x  x  being  of  lawful  age  teftifies  and  fays,  that  on 
Monday  evening  the  fifth  day  oi  March  inftant,  be¬ 
tween  the  hours  of  feven  and  eight  of  the  clock,  he 
went  to  the  houie  of  corporal  Perfhall,  of  the  twenty- 
ninth  regiment,  near  Quaker-lane,  where  he  faw  the 
corporal  and  his  wife,  with  one  of  the  fifers  of  faid 
regiment ;  when  he  had  got  what  he  went  for,  and 
was  coming  away,  the  corporal  called  him  back,  and 
dejired  him  with  great  earneftnefs  to  go  home  to  his 
wafer's  heufe  as  foon  as  bufinefs  was  over ,  and  not  be 
abroad  on  any  account  that  night  in  particular ,  for  the 
foldiers  were  determined  to  be  revenged  on  the  rope-walk 
people  ;  and  that  much  mifehief  would  be  done  ;  upon 
which  the  fifer  (about  eighteen  or  nineteen  years  of 
age)  faid,  he  hoped  in  God  they  would  burn  the  town 
down  ;  on  this  he  left  the  houie,  and  the  faid  corporal 
called  after  him  again,  and  begg’d  he  would  mind 
what  he  had  faid  to  him.  And  further  faith  not. 


MATTHEW  ADAMS. 


Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  20,  1770. 

Matthew  Adams  above-named ,  after  due  exa¬ 
mination made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  afore- 


G  2 


faid 
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faid  affidavit,  taken  to  ■perpetuate  the  remem-* 
brance  of  the  thing. 

Before  John  Ruddock,  Juft.  Peace  and  of  the 
Quorum, 

John  Hid  l,  Juft.  Peace, 


(No.  19.) 

f^Aleb  Swan  of  lawful  age  teftifies  and  fays,  that 
^  laft  Monday  night,  the  5th  of  March  1770,  be¬ 
ing  at  Mr.  Sample’s  door,  at  the  north  part  of  the 
town  near  the  north  battery,  at  the  time  of  the  bells 
ringing  for  fire,  he  heard  a  woman’s  voice,  whom 
he  knew  to  be  the  fuppofed  wife  of  one  Montgomery, 
a  grenadier  of  the  twenty-ninth  regiment,  ftanding  at 
her  door,  and  heard  her  fay,  it  was  not  fire ;  the  town 
was  too  haughty  and  too  proud  ;  that  many  of  their 
arfes  would  be  laid  low  before  the  morning  ;  upon  which 
Sufanna  Cathcart  faid  to  her,  I  hope  your  hufband 
will  be  killed  ;  on  which  the  woman  replied,  My 
hufband  is  able  and  will  ftand  his  ground. 

CALEB  SWAN. 

t 

Suffolk,  if.  Bofton  March  21,  1770. 

Caleb  Swan  above-named ,  after  due  examination , 
made  oath  to  the  tru:h  of  the  above  affidavit , 
taken  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance  of  the 
thing . 

Pefbre  John  Ruddock,  Juft.  Peace  and  of  the 
Quorum. 

John  Hill*  Juft.  Peace, 


(No.  20.) 


MA„' 


(No.  20.) 

.rgaret  Swanfborough  of  lawful  age  teftifies 
and  fays,  that  a  free  woman,  named  Black  Peg, 
v/ho  has  kept  much  with  the  foldiers,  on  hearing  the 
difturbance  on  Monday  evening  the  fifth  inftant,  faid 
The  foldiers  were  not  to  he  trod  upon  by  the  inhabitants , 
but  would  know  before  morning ,  whether  they  or  the 
inhabitants  were  to  be  mafters.  Since  which  time,  the 
faid  Black  Peg  has  fold  off  her  houfhold  fluff  and 
left  the  town,  on  her  hearing  what  (he  had  faid  before 
was  given  in  to  the  committee  of  enquiry 

her 

MARGARET  +  SWANSBOROUGH. 

mark. 


Suffolk,  ff.  Boflon,  March  20,  1770. 

Margaret  Swanfborough  afore-named,  after  due 
examination ,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the 
afore  faid  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the 
remembrance  of  the  thing . 

Before  John  Ruddock,  Juft.  Peace  and  of  the 
Quorum, 

Belcher  Noyes,  Juft,  of  Peace. 


(No.  21.) 


RObert  Pierpont  of  lawful  age  teftifies  and  fays, 
that  going  to  fee  a  fick  neighbour  between  the 
hours  of  ieven  and  eight  on  Monday  evening  the  fifth 
current,  two  foljdiers  arm’d,  one  with  a  broad  fword, 

the 
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the  other  with  a  club,  pafted  him  near  the  Hay-mar¬ 
ket,  going  towards  the  town-houfe,  feeming  in  great 
halte.  In  a  few  minutes  they  returned  and  hallowed 
very  loud.  Colonel.  Before  the  deponent  reached 
Mr.  Weft’s  houfe,  where  he  was  going,  they  paffed 
him  again,  joined  by  another  with  a  blue  furtout, 
who  had  a  bayonet  with  which  he  gave  the  deponent  a 
back-handed  ftroke,  apparently  more  to  affront  than 
hurt  him.  On  complaint  of  this  treatment,  he  faid, 
the  deponent  Jbonld  foon  hear  more  of  it ,  and  threatened 
him  very  hard .  And  further  faith  not. 

ROB.  PIERPONT. 

Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  1 6,  1770. 

Robert  Pierpont  above-named ,  after  due  exa¬ 
mination^  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the 
above-written  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate 
the  remembrance  of  the  thing . 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  Juft.  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum, 
John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 

(No.  22.) 

JOhn  Brown  cf  lawful  age  teftifies  and  fays,  that 
coming  homewards  about  nine  of  the  clock  on 
Monday  evening  the  fifth  current,  he  fell  in  with  Na¬ 
thaniel  Bofworth,  and  walking  flowly  together,  a  lit¬ 
tle  to  the  fouthward  of  Liberty-tree  fo  called,  they 
met  a  parcel  of  foldiers,  about  fix  or  feven  in  num¬ 
ber,  walking  very  faft  into  town;  one  of  the  fore- 
moft  faid,  Damn  you  ftand  out  of  the  way ,  and  (truck 
the  deponent  a  blow  on  the  breaft,  which  made  him 

ft  agger  and  fall  nearly  to  the  ground,  tho’  he  had 

fheared 
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beared  out  of  the  way.  The  foldiers  prefied  along, 
curfing  and  damning, ,  towards  the  town-houfe  with 
naked  bayonets  in  their  hands. 

JOHN  BROWN. 

Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  17,  1770. 

J  ohn  Brown  above-named ,  after  due  examina¬ 
tion,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above 
affidavit ,  taken  to  'perpetuate  the  remembrance 
c f  the  thing . 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  Juft.  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum, 
John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 

The  following  Depofition  fhould  have  immediately 

preceded  No.  5. 

(No.  23.) 

SAmuel  Boftwick  of  lawful  age  teftifies  and  fays, 
that  on  Friday  the  fecond  inftant,  between  ten 
and  eleven  o’clock  in  the  forenoon,  three  foldiers  of 
the  29th  regiment  came  up  Mr.  Gray’s  rope-walk, 
and  William  Green,  one  of  the  hands,  fpoke  to  one 
of  them,  faying,  Soldier,  will  you  work  ?  The  fol- 
dier  replied,  Yes:  Green  faid,  then  go  and  clean 
my  f — t-houfe.  The  ioldier  fwore  by  the  Holy  Ghoft 
that  he  would  have  recompence,  and  tarried  a  good 
while  fwcaring  at  Green,  who  took  no  further  notice 
of  him,  and  then  went  off,  and  foon  after  returned 
to  the  rope-walk  with  a  party  of  thirty  or  forty  foldiers, 
headed  by  a  tall  negro  drummer,  and  challenged  the 
rope-makers  to  come  out.  All  hands  then  prefent;  being 
about  13  or  14,  turn’d  out  and  beat  them  off,  con¬ 
siderably  bruifed.  And  further  faith  not. 

SAMUEL  BOSTWICK. 

Suffolk, 
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Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  19,  1770.' 

Samuel  Boftwick ,  above-named,  after  due  exa¬ 
mination ,  oath  to  the  truth  of  the 

above  affidavit,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  re~ 
remembrance  of  the  thing . 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  Juft.  Peace,  and  of  the  Quorum* 
John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 


(No.  24.) 

I  William  Tyler  of  lawful  age  do  teftify  and  fay, 
that  on  the  evening  of  the  fifth  of  March,  a  little 
after  nine  o’clock,  as  I  was  coming  up  King-ftreet, 
juft  before  i  got  to  the  Cuftom-houfe  1  faw  the  cen - 
tin  el  running  after  a  boy ,  and  immediately  heard  him 
cry  out  as  tho>  in  great  d  ft  refs.  I  afked  the  boy  what 
was  the  matter,  he  told  me  the  centinel  had  ft  ruck  him 
•with  his  gun  and  bayonet ,  becauf-  he  afked  Capt.  Gold¬ 
finch  for  ibme  rqoney  that  he  owed  him.  The  cen¬ 
tinel  faid,  that  he  fhould  not  ufe  an  officer  ill  in  the 
the  ftreet.  Soon  after  the  boy  left  the  centinel  and 
went  away,  and  immediately  ten  or  twelve  foldiers 
came  running  up  Silfby’s  alley,  crying  out,  Where  are 
your  Sons  of  Liberty  ?  and  went  from  thence  to  Corn- 
hill.  I  further  teftify,  that  when  the  above  complaint 
was  made  of  the  centinel5 s  ftriking  the  barber’s  boy, 
there  were  few  people  in  the  ftreet  ;  /  faw  but  five  or 
fix  about  them ,  who  immediately  difpcrfed.  I  then  left 
King-ftreet  and  went  up  to  CornhiH. 

WILLIAM  TYLER* 

«...  ~ 

Suffolk,' 


'•'-•'-IN 
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Suffolk,  flf.  Bofton,  March  21,  1770: 

IVilUam  Tyler  above-named ,  *//*r  ^ 
mination ,  oath  /<?  /£<?  /r#A& 

of  or  ef aid  affidavit,  taken  to  -perpetuate  the 
remembrance  of  the  thing . 

Before  John  Ruddock,  Juft.  Peace  and  of  the 
Quorum, 

John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 


I 


[|Enry  Bufs  of  lawful  age  teftifies  and  fays,  that  going 
Jrom  his  houfe  in  Winter-ftreet,  on  Monday 
evening  the  - fifth  01  March,  to  fee  a  friend  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Cooper’s  meeting- 
houfe,  that  the  bell  was  ringing  for  nine  o’clock  when  he 
came  out  oi  his  houfe,  and  that  he  proceeded  down  the 
main  ftrect,  and  going  near  Draper’s  alley,  leading  to 
Murray  s  barracks,  through  which  he  purpofed  to  pafs, 
heard  fome  boys  huzzaing,  and  imagines  that  there  were 
fix  or  f even  of  them ,  and  not  more  ;  anil  prefently  after  he 
law  two  or  three  performs  in  laid  alley  with  weapons, 
but  cannot  pofmvely  fay  what  they  were. — Soon  after 
feveral  more  came  into  the  alley  and  made  a  Pally  our, 
and  thofe  that  came  out  were  foldiers,  and  thinks 
were  all  grenadiers,  as  they  were  ftout  men,  and  were 
armed  With  large  naked  cutlaffes ;  they  made  at  every 
body  coming  in  their  way ,  cutting  and  fajhing  \  the  faid 
deponent  very  narrowly  e.'caped  receiving  a  cut  from 
the  fore m oft  of  them,  who  purfued  him  below  Mr. 
Simp-orbs  (tone  fhop,  where  he  made  a  ftarrd ;  pre- 
Jcruly  after,  going  up  Cornhill  he  met  an  oyfter  man, 
y^ho  faid  to  the  deponent,  Damn  it ,  this  is  what  / 

H  got 
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h  %0tnZ  uP->  and  (hewed  the  deponent  a  large  fut 
he  had  received  from  one  of  the  foldiers  with  a  cut - 
lafs  over  his  right  fhoulder  ;  faid  deponent  thinking  it 
not  fare,  but  very  dangerous  for  him  to  go  through  the 
alley,  he  returned  home  by  the  way  of  King-ftreet 
through  Royal  Exchange-lane,  and  paffed  by  the  cen- 
tinel  at  the  corner  of  the  Cuftom-houfe  ;  and  faid  de¬ 
ponent  further  lays,  that  he  never  faw  fewer  perfons  in 
King  fircet ,  confidering  the  pleafantnefs  of  the  evenings 
and  verily  believes  there  was  not  twelve  perfons  between 
the  Crown  Cojfee-houfe  and  the  bottom  of  the  Town-houfe ; 
he  imagines  it  to  be  then  about  fifteen  or  twenty  mi¬ 
nutes  after  nine.  After  faid  deponent  got  to  the  fjead 
of  the  Town-houfe,  he  met  a  great  many  perfons  who 
enquired  of  him  about  the  affair ;  the  faid  deponent 
told  them  there  had  been  an  affray  by  Murray’s  bar¬ 
racks,  but  that  it  was  then  over.  And  further  this  de¬ 
ponent  faith  not. 

HENRY  BASS . 

*  * 

Suffolk,  ff.  Boflon,  March  16 ,  1 7  7Q. 

The  above-named  Henry  Bafs  perfonally  appear¬ 
ing,  and  being  carefully  examined  and  duly 
cautioned  to  ieftify  the  whole  truth ,  maketh 
folemn  oath  to  the  fore-written  depofition  by 
him  fubferibedy  taken  to  perpetuate  the  re¬ 
membrance  of  the  thing . 


JBefbre  Ri.  Dana,  Juft,  of  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum* 
John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 

Jf  *  '•  *  <  »•*  s'  v£ 


(No.  2 6.) 

.  i  (/  _  » 

|  William  Le  Baron  of  Bofton  of  lawful  age  teftify 
and  fay,  that  on  Monday  evening  the  fifth  day  of 
this  inftant  March,  about  ten  minutes  after  nine  o’clock, 
being  in  King-ftreet  with  my  brother  Francis  Le  Baron, 
faw  a  foldier,  the  centry  of  the  cuftom-houfe  door, 
running  after  a  barber’s  boy  *,  the  boy  called  out  as  if 
he  was  in  diftrefs,  and  the  ioldier  purfuing  him  with 
his  firelock  told  him,  if  he  did  not  hold  his  tongue  he 
would  put  a  ball  through  him  ;  after  which  the  foluier 
returned  to  his  pod*,  immediately  after  this  I  heard  a 
great  noife  in  Silfby’s  lane*  fo  called,  and  immediately 
about  thirteen  or  fourteen  foldiers  appeared  in  King- 
ftreet,  near  the  watch-houle,  with  their  drawn  fwords, 
cutlafles*  and  bayonets,  calling  out,  Where  are  the 
damn'd  boogers ,  cowards ,  where  are  your  Liberty  boys  ? 
at  which  time  there  was  not  more  than  eight  or  ten  per - 
Jons  in  King-ftreet  *,  one  of  the  foldiers  came  up  to  me, 
damn’d  me,  and  made  feveral  pajjes  at  me  with  a 
drawn  J 'word ,  the  laft  of  which  the  fword  went  be¬ 
tween  my  arm  and  breaft ,  and  then  [  run,  as  I  had 
nothing  to  defend  myfelf,  and  was  purfued  by  a  foldier 
with  a  naked  bayonet,  who  ft wore  he  would  run  me 
through  ;  at  which  time  your  deponent  cried.  Fire  ! 
and  foon  after  the  bells  rung.  And  further  your  de¬ 
ponent  faith  not, 

WILLIAM  LE  BARON. 

Suffolk,  ft  Bofton,  March  19,  17 70. 

William  Le  Baron  above  named ,  after  due  exa- 
ruination ,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  toe  above - 
written  affidavit ,  taken  to  'perpetuate  tbeit- 
membrame  of  the  thing . 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  Juft,  of  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum, 

John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 

H  a  (No. 
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(No.  27.) 

*  ,  S 

^JUliam  Lewis  teftifies  and  fays,  that  on  the  even- 
.  “S  foHowing  Monday  the  fifth  inftant,  about 
nme  o  clock,  he  paffing  through  King-ftreet  in  order  to 
go  into  Cornhill-ftreet,  while  he  was  crofiin^  King- 
ftreet  heard  feme  people  wrangling  at  the  Cuftom- 
houfe  door,  and  he  immediately  faw  four  foldiers  of 
the  29th  regiment  jump  out  from  between  the  Watch- 
nome  and  the  I  own-Houfe  fteps,  at  the  eaft  end  of 
the  houle,  in  their  Ihort  jackets,  with  drawn  [words  in 
their  hands,  two  of  whom  run  after  the  deponent  and 
purfued  him  clofe  until  he  got  to  his  home  in  Cornhill 
ftreet  where,  juft  as  he  entered  the  door,  one  of  the  fol- 
dters  ftruck  at  him  either  with  his  J word  or  bayonet ,  but 
the  deponent  rather  thinks  it  was  the  latter,  as  he  after¬ 
wards  found  a  three- lquare  hole  cut  in  the  fkirt  of  his 
smtout,  which  he  verily  believes  was  made  by  the  blow 
that  the  fokher  ftruck  at  him.  And  further  faith  not. 

WILLIAM  LEWIS. 

Sutrolk,  IT.  Bofton,  March  20,  1770. 


William  Lewis  above-named,  after  due  exami- 

nai,°n\  mad\  oath  t0  the  truth  of  the  above 
affidavit,-  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance 
oj  the  thing . 


Before  J  ohm  Ruddock,  Juft.  Pcace  and  of  the 
Quorum, 

John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace, 


\ 


% 
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(No.  28.) 

Athaniel  Thayer  of  lawful  age  teflifies,  that  on 
X  Monday  evening  the  fifth  of  March,  about  nine 
of  the  clock,  as  he  fat  in  his  houfe  in  Cornhill,  he 
heard  a  great  noife,  at  which  he  went  to  the  door,  and 
faw  a  number  of  people  by  Mr.  Quincy’s  door,  near 
Murray’s  barracks,  where  he  heard  the  flicks  and 
clubs  going,  upon  which  fire  was  cried,  and  prefently 
ran  five  foldiers  as  he  fuppofes  from  the  main-guard, 
with  fwords  or  cutlaffes,  fwearing  and  damning,  and 
faying  “  Where  are  they  ?  cut  them  to  pieces .”  The 
foldiers  in  their  waiftcoats  came  to  his  door  and  in- 
fulted  him  *,  fo  he  fhut  his  door  and  went  in. 

NATH.  THAYER. 
Suffolk,  ff.  Bo fion,  March  19,  1770. 

Nathaniel  Thayer  above-named ,  after  due  exa¬ 
mination ,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above 
affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance 
of  the  thing . 

Before  Rr.  Dana,  Juft,  of  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum, 
John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 


(No.  29.) 

t  Ifaac  Parker  of  lawful  age  teflify  and  fay,  that 
-*  being  at  Mr.  Richard  Salter’s  houle  on  the  evening 
of  the  fifth  current,  heard  a  great  noife  in  the  flreet, 
upon  which  I  went  to  the  entry-door,  and  law  a  great 
number  of  foldiers  in  their  jackets  without  fieeves, 
having  naked  cutlajfes  in  their  handsy  flourifhing  them 

over 


over  their  heads,  one  of  whom  affaulred  me  with  a 
naked  cutlafs,  aiming  a  ftroke  at  my  head,  which  I 
happily  avoided  by  a  fudden  retreat  in-doors. 

ISAAC  PARKER* 
Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton*  March  19,  1770. 

Ifaac  Parker  above-named ,  after  due  examina¬ 
tion,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above- 
written  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  re¬ 
membrance  of  the  thing . 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  Juft,  of  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum* 
John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 


(No.  30.) 

4 

1  Bartholomew  K  neeland  of  Bofton,  merchant,  being  of 
A  lawful  age  teftify  and  fay,  that  on  Monday  even¬ 
ing  the  fifth  inftant  (being  at  my  lodgings  at  the  houfe 
of  my  filler  Mrs.  Mehetable  Torry,  widow  of  the  late 
Mr.  Samuel  Torrey,  deceafed)  about  fifteen  minutes 
after  nine  cf  the  clock,  hearing  a  bell  ring,  which  I 
fuppofed  was  for  fire,  went  immediately  to  the  front 
door,  followed  by  Mr.  Matthias  King,  Mrs.  Torrey, 
and  two  others  ot  the  family  *,  (landing  at  the  door  for 
the  fpace  of  four  or  five  minutes,  I  jaw  a  number  of  fol- 
diers  with  broad  fwords  and  bayonets  in  the  main  ftreet 
near  the  town  pump,  making  a  great  noife  ;  one  of  the 
faid  foldiers,  when  nearly  oppofite  to  me,  fpake  to 
me  the  following  words,  viz.  Damn  youy  what 
do  you  do  there?  get  in-,  to  which  I  made  no 
anfwer,  the  fame  foldier  immediately  crojjed  the  gutter , 
and  coming  up  to  me  pointed  his  naked  bayonet  within 
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fix  inches  of  my  hr e aft  *,  I  told  him  to  go  along,  and 
then  I  retired  into  the  houfe.  In  about  half  an  hour’s 
time  after  the  above,  I  heard  a  volley  of  fmall  arms 
fired  off*  in  Kingftreet  •,  and  upon  enquiry  was  told  that 
three  men  were  killed  and  one  wounded. 

BART.  KNEELAND. 
Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  12,  1770. 

Bartholomew  Kne eland  above-named ,  after  due 
examination ,  made  oath  to  the  above-written 
affidavit ,  taken  to  'perpetuate  the  remem¬ 
brance  of  the  thing . 

Before  Ri.Dana,  Juft,  of  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum, 
John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 


(No.  31.) 

|  Nathaniel  Appleton  of  lawful  age  teftify,  that  on 
-*■  Monday  evening  the  fifth  inftant,  between  nine  and 
ten  o’clock,  I  was  fitting  in  my  houfe  in  Cornhill, 
heard  a  noife  in  the  ftieet,  I  went  to  my  front  door 
and  faw  feveral  perfons  paffmg  up  and  down  the  ftreet; 
I  afked  what  was  the  matter  ?  was  informed  that  the 
foldiers  at  Murray’s  barrack  were  quarrelling  with  the 
inhabitants.  Standing  there  a  few  minutes,  I  faw  a 
number  of  foldiers,  about  12  or  15,  as  near  as  I  could 
judge,  come  down  from  the  fouthward,  running  to¬ 
wards  the  laid  barrack  wiih  drawn  cutlaffes ,  and  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  paffmg  by,  but  on  leeing  me  in  company 
with  Deacon  Marfh  at  my  door,  they  turned  out  of 
their  courfe  and  rufhed  upon  us  with  uplifted  weapons , 
without  our  fpeaking  or  doing  the  leaft  thing  to  provoke 

them , 
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with  the  utmoft  difficulty  we  efcaped  a  ftroke 
by  retreating  and  doling  the  door  upon  them 

I  further  declare,  that  at  that  time  my  fon,  a  lad 
about  1 2  years  old,  was  abroad  on  an  errand,  and 
(oon  came  home  and  told  me,  that  he  was  met  by  a 
number  of  foldiers  with  cutlaffes  in  their  hands ,  one  of 
which  attempting  to  firike  him ,  the  child  begged  for 
his  li  e,  hiving,  Pray  foldier  lave  my  life,  on  which 
the  foldier  replied,  No  damn  you,  I  will  kill  you  all, 
and  fmote  him  with  his  cutlafs ,  which  glanced  down 
along  his  arm  and  knocked  him  to  the  ground,  where 
they  left  him  .  after  the  foldiers  had  all  palled,  the 
child  arofe  and  came  home,  having  happily  received 
no  other  damage  than  a  bruife  on  the  arm — 1  further 
declare,  that  the  above  related  tranfaclions  happened 
but  a  few  minutes  before  the  foldiers  fired  upon  the 
people  in  King-ftreet.  And  further  faith  not. 


NATII.  APPLETON. 


Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  20,  1770. 


Nathaniel  Appleton  above  named ,  after  due 
examination,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the 
above  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remem¬ 
brance  of  the  thing . 


Before  John  Ruddock,  Juf.  Peace  and  the  Quorum, 

John  Hill,  Juf.  Peace. 


(No.  32.) 


JEremiah  Belknap  of  lawful  age  teflifies  and  fays, 
that  on  the  firft  appearance  of  the  affray  in  Cornhili 
op  Monday  evening  the  filth  inftant,  hearing  a  noife 

he 
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he  ran  to  his  door  and  heard  Mr.  William  Merchant 
fay  he  had  been  (truck  by  a  foldier,  and  prefently  faw 
to  the  number  of  eight  or  nine  foldiers  come  out  of 
Boylftone’s  alley  into  the  ftreet,  armed  with  clubs  and 
cutlajfes.  The  deponent  went  out  into  the  ftreet  and 
defired  them  to  retire  to  their  barracks,  upon  which  one 
of  them,  with  a  club  in  one  hand  and  cutlafs  in  the 
either,  with  the  latter  made  a  ftroke  at  the  deponent; 
when  finding  there  was  no  profpeft  of  hopping  them, 
the  deponent  ran  to  the  main  guard,  and  called  for 
the  officers  of  the  guard  ;  the  reply  was,  there  is  no 
officer  here.  Several  of  the  foldiers  came  out  of  the 
guard-houfe,  and  the  deponent  told  them,  if  there  was 
not  a  party  fent  down  there  would  be  bloodfhed  ;  juft 
as  the  deponent  fpoke  thefe  words  he  was  attacked  by 
two  loldiers  with  drawn  cutlajfes ,  fuppofed  of  the  party 
from  Murray’s  barracks,  one  at  his  brcajl  and  the  other 
over  his  head .  One  of  the  guards  faid,  this  is  an 
officer,  meaning  the  deponent,  I  believe  a  Conftable  ; 
on  which  the  two  affailants  retired  and  put  up  their 
Cutlaffes.  And  further  faith  not. 

JEREMIAH  BELKNAP. 
Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  16,  1770. 

5T he  above-named  Jeremiah  Belknap  perfonallv 
appeared ,  and  being  carefully  examined ,  and 
duly  cautioned  to  teflify  the  whole  truths  maketb 
folemn  oath  to  the  forewritten  depofition  by 
him  fubferibed ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the 
remembrance  of  the  thing . 

Before  R 1.  Dana,  Juft,  of  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum^ 
John  Hill,  Juft,  of  Peace. 

I  (No. 
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(No.  33-) 

John  Coburn  of  lawful  age  teftify  and  fay,  than  on 
the  evening  of  the  fifth  of  March  inftant  being 
farmed  by  the  cry  cf  fire,  and  ringing  of  bells,  ran 
ut  of  my  houfe  with  my  bags  and  buckets  ;  upon 
going  to  Mr.  Payne’s  door,  he  told  me  it  was  not 
fire,  it  was  a  riot.  1  fent  my  buckets  home  again,  and 
went  to  Mr.  Amory’s  corner  with  Mr.  Payne,  and 
Mr.  Walker  the  builder  came  along  and  faid,  the  fol- 
diers  were  in  the  {freer,  in  Cornhill,  and  Dock-fquare, 
with  their  drawn  cutlajfes ,  cutting  and  fiajhing  every 
hody  in  their  way ,  and  the  inhabitants  wanted  help, 
and  laid,  Pray,  gentlemen,  run,  or  words  to  that  pur^ 
pole.  I  returned  again  to  my  houfe,  and  a  few  mi¬ 
nutes  after,  at  the  head  of  Royal  Exchange-lane,  in  the 
ftreet,  I  law  a  few,  not  exceeding  fifteen  or  twenty  per- 
fins ,  (fop,  as  I  fuppoled  talking  what  had  happened. 
I  went  to  Mr.  Payne’s  door  and  flood  in  his  entry 
with  him,  I  believe,  about  ten  or  fifteen  minutes,  and 
heard  fome  words  with  the  people  and  the  centinel, 
luch  as,  Do  fire  if  you  dare  •,  but  no  further  than 
words,  not  fo  much  as  to  touch  him,  as  I  faw,  nei¬ 
ther  did  I  fee  more  than  five  or  fix  that  had  fo  much 
as  (licks  in  their  hands,  all  entirely  unarmed ,  without 
any  weapons.  Mr.  Harrifon  Gray  jun.  came  into  the 
entry  to  us,  and  upon  this  immediately  came  an  of¬ 
ficer  with  a  party  of  fix  or  feven  men  with  their  guns 
breail-high  and  cleared  the  way,  and  by  their  beha¬ 
viour  I  did  not  know  but  they  would  fire :  I  faid  it  was 
not  prudent  to  tarry  there,  went  diredlly  into  my  own 
houfe,  and  called  all  my  family  in.  To  the  bed  of  my 
judgment,  there  was  not  more  than  fifty  or  fixty  people 
in  the  ftreet  when  the  party  came,  and  I  believe  it  was 
not  exceeding  two  minutes  from  the  time  that  I  left 
Mr.  Payne  to  the  filing  of  the  guns.  And  further  your 
deponent  faith  not. 

JOHN  COBURN. 

SufF- 
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Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  1 6,  1770. 

5#*  above  -  #0010/  Coburn  perfonally 

appearing ,  carefully  examined,  and 

duly  cautioned  to  tejtify  the  whole  truth , 
tnaketh  folemn  oath  to  the  afore-written  de- 
pofition  by  him  fubfcribed ,  taken  to  perpetuate 
the  remembrance  of  the  thing. 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  Juft.  Peace  and  oi  the  Quorum. 
John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 


(No.  34-) 

T  Robert  Polley  of  lawful  age  teftify  and  declare  that 

on  Monday  evening  the  filth  inftant  as  I  was  going 

home  obferved  about  ten  perfons  Handing  near  Mr. 

Taylor’s  door,  after  Handing  there  a  fmall  ipace  of 

time  I  went  with  them  towards  BoylHon’s-alley,  op- 

pofite  to  Murray’s  barracks  ;  we  met  in  the  alley  about 

eight  or  nine  foldiers ,  fome  of  whom  were  armed  with 

drawn  f words  and  cutlajfes ,  one  had  a  tongs ,  aiiother  a 

fhovel ,  with  which  they  ajfaulted  us,  and  gave  us  a  gteat 

deal  of  abufive  language,  we  then  drove  them  back  to 

the  barracks  with  Hicks  only  •,  we  looked  for  Hones  or 

bricks,  but  could  find  none,  the  ground  bring  covered 

with  fnow .  Some  of  the  lads  difperfed,  and  mylelf 

with  a  few  others  were  returning  peaceably  home,  when 

we  met  about  nine  or  ten  other  foldiers  armed  with  a 

naked  cutlafs  in  one  hand  and  a  Jtick  or  bludgeon  in  the 

other-,  one  of  them  faid,  “Where  are  the  fons  of 

“  bitches  They  Jtruck  at  fever al perfons  in  the  ftreet% 

and  went  towards  the  head  of  the  alley.  Two  officeis 

came  and  endeavoured  to  get  them  into  the  barracks. 

One  of  the  lads  propoied  to  ring  the  bell.  The  lol- 

■  diers, 


( 
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diers  went  through  the  alley,  and  the  boys  huzza’d 
and  faid  they  were  gone  through  Royal  Exchange-lane 
into  King-ftreet.  Myfelf  and  fome  of  the  boys  then 
went  into  King-ftreet,  I  faw  two  or  three  fnow-balls 
ftrike  the  fide  of  the  Cuftom-houfe,  near  which  a  cen- 
tinel  ftood.  The  centinel  kept  the  boys  off  with  his 
bayonet  charged  breaft-high,  which  he  frequently  puffed 
at  them.  I  then  faw  eight  or  nine  foldiers  with  a  leader 
come  from  the  main  guard  towards  the  Cuftom-houfe, 
where  they  drew  up,  three  facing  up  the  ftreet,  and 
three  fronting  the  ftreet.  They  kept  continually  Jlrik - 
ing  and  pufhing  with  their  bayonets  at  the  people  who 
preffed  towards  them,  without  offering  any  infult  as  I 
faw .  I  then  went  down  Royal  exchange-lane,  when 
I  was  in  the  middle  of  the  lane  I  heard  the  difcharge  of 
a  gun,  which  was  immediately  followed  by  about  lever* 
others.  And  further  faith  not. 

his 

Robert  ||  Polley, 
mark. 

Attefl.  Wm.  Palfrey. 

Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  17,  1770,, 

Robert  Polley  above-named ,  after  due  examination , 
made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above  affidavit ,  ta¬ 
ken  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance  of  the  thing . 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  Juft,  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum. 
John  Hill,  juft.  Peace. 


^  «ty, 
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(No.  35.) 

C^AMUEL  Atwood  of  Wclfleet,  of  lawful  age,  tef- 
tides  and  lays,  that  a  few  minutes  after  nine  of  the 
clock  on  Monday  evening  lad,  lying  on  board  a  veffel 
in  the  town  dock,  he  heard  a  noife  and  difturbance  at 
the  upper  end  of  Dock  Square,  and  going  up  he 
found  the  foldiers  and  inhabitants  engaged  in  the  nar¬ 
row  paffes  round  Murray’s  barracks  fo  called ;  the 
latter  being  moftly  boys  unarmed,  pifperfed,  on  which 
ten  or  twelve  foldiers  armed  with  drawn  cutlalfes,  clubs 
and  bayonets  bolted  out  of  the  alley  into  the  fquare 
and  met  the  deponent,  who  afked  them  if  they  in¬ 
tended  to  murder  people?  They  anfwered,  yes,  by 
God ,  root  and  branch ,  faying  here  is  one  of  them ;  with 
that  one  of  them  (truck  the  deponent  with  a  club, 
which  was  repeated  by  another :  the  deponent  beino- 
unarmed  turned  to  go  off,  and  he  received  a  wound 
on  the  left  fhoulder,  which  reached  the  bone,  dilabled 
him,  and  gave  him  much  pain.  Having  gone  a  few 
fteps,  the  deponent  met  two  officers,  and  afked  them, 
Gentlemen,  what  is  the  matter  ?  They  anfwered ,  you 
will  fee  by  and  by  ;  and  as  he  paffied  by  Colonel  Jack- 
fon’s,  he  heard  the  cry,  ’■Turn  out  the  Guards. 

SAMUEL  ATWOOD.’ 

Suffolk,  ff.  March  16,  1770. 

Tfhe  above-named  Samuel  Atwood  appeared  before 
us,  two  of  his  Majeftfs  JuJiices  of  the  peace 
for  the faid  county  of  Suffolk,  and  being  care¬ 
fully  examined,  and  duly  cautioned  to  declare 
the  whole  truth,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the 
above  teftimony  by  him  fubferibed ,  taken  to 
perpetuate  the  remembrance  of  the  thing. 

Before,  Ri.  Dana,  Juft.  Peace,  and  of  the  Quorum. 
John  Hill,  Jufticc  Petite.  ' 

(No.' 


■ 
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(No.  36.) 


CAPTAIN  James  Kirkwood,  of  lawful' age,  rcffw 
fies  and  lays,  that  about  nine  of  the  clock  in  the 
evening  of  the  fifth  day  of  March  current,  he  was  going 
by  Murray’s  barracks,  hearing  a  noife,  Uopt  at  Mr. 
Rhoads's  door,  oppofite  to  the  faid  barracks,  where 
faid  Rhoads  was  Handing,  and  Hood  home  time  and  faw 
the  loldiers  coming  out  of  the  yard  from  the  barracks, 
armed  with  cutlaffes  and  bayonets,  and  rufhing 
through  Boylfton's-ailey  into  Cornhill.  Two  officers, 
namely,  Lieutenants  Minchin  and  Dickfon,  came  out 
of  the  mefs-houfe  and  faid  to  the  foldiers.  My  lads, 
come  into  the  barrack,  and  don’t  hurt  the  inhabitants, 
and  then  retired  into  the  mds-houfe.  Soon  after  they 
came  to  the  door  again,  and  found  the  foldiers  in  the 
yard  *,  and  direfit ly  upon  it  Enfign  Mall  came  to  the 
gate  of  the  barrack  yard,  and  faid  to  the  foldiers ,  Turn 
cut,  and  I  will  ftand  by  you  !  this  he  repeated  frequent¬ 
ly,  adding ,  kill  them!  flick  them !  knock  them  down! 
run  your  bayonets  through  them !  with  a  great  deal  of 
language  of  like  import.  Upon  which  a  great  number 
of  foldiers  came  out  of  the  barracks  with  naked  cut¬ 
laffes,  headed  by  faid  Mall,  and  went  through  the  afore- 
faid  alley,  fome  officers  came  and  got  the  loldiers  into 
their  barracks  •,  and  that  Mall,  with  his  fword  or  cut- 
lafs  drawn  in  his  hand,  as  often  had  them  out  again  ; 
but  they  were  at  laft  drove  into  their  barracks  by  the 
aforefaid  Minchin  and  Dickfon. 

JAMES  KIRKWOOD. 

Suffolk,  ff  Bofton,  March  21,  1770. 

fames  Kirkwood ,  above-named,  after  due  ex 
aminatiQUy  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  afore- 
'  faid 
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faid  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  ri - 
membrane e  of  the  thing . 


Before  John  Ruddock,  Juft.  Peace  and  of  the 
Quorum. 

John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 


(No.  37.) 


lyfATTHIAS  King  of  Halifax,  in  Nova  Scotia,  of 
1  lawful  age,  teftifies  and  fays,  that  in  the  evening 
of  the  fifth  day  of  March  inftant,  about  nine  of  the 
clock,  he  was  at  his  lodgings  at  Mrs.  Torrey’s,  near 
the  town  pump,  and  heard  the  bells  ring  and  the  cry 
of  fire ;  and  upon  which  he  went  to  the  door,  and  faw 
feveral  foldiers  coming  round  the  fouth  fide  of  the 
town*houfe  armed  with  bayonets,  and  fomething  which 
he  took  to  be  broad  -  fwords ;  that  one  of  thofe  people 
came  up  almoft  to  him  and  Mr.  Bartholomew  Knee- 
land  ;  and  they  had  but  juft  time  to  (hut  the  door  upon 
him,  otherwife  he  is  well  allured  they  muft  have  fell 
victims  to  their  boundlefs  cruelty.  He  afterwards  went 
into  the  upper  chamber  of  the  faid  houfe  and  was  look¬ 
ing  out  of  the  window  when  the  drum  and  the  guard 
went  to  the  barrack  •,  and  he  law  one  of  the  guards 
kneel  and  prefent  his  piece  with  a  bayonet  fixed,  and 
heard  him  fwear  he  would  fire  upon  a  parcel  of  boys 
who  were  then  in  the  ftreet,  but  he  did  not.  He 
further  declares,  that  when  the  body  of  troops  was 
drawn  up  before  the  guard-houfe,  (which  was  pre- 
fently  after  the  maffacre)  he  heard  an  officer  fay  to 
another ,  that  this  was  fine  work ,  and  juft  what  he  want¬ 
ed  \  but  in  the  hurry  he  could  not  fee  him,  fo  as  to 


know  him  again. 


MATTHs.  KING. 


Suffolk, 


' 


ystfd 
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Suffolk,  IT.  Boffon,  March  17,  1770. 

Matthias  King  above  named,  after  due  exami¬ 
nation,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above 
affidavit.  'Taken  to  perpetuate  the  remem¬ 
brance  of  the  thing. 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  Juft.  Peace,  and  of  the  Quorum, 
John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace* 


(No.  38.) 


BArtholomew  Broaders  of  lawful  age  teftifies  and  fays 
that  on  Sunday  evening  being  the  fourth  inftant 
preceding  the  maffacre,  lie  went  up  to  fee  Patrick 
Dines,  a  foldier  of  the  29th  regiment,  who  worked 
with  Mr.  Piemont,  and  in  Dawion’s  room  heard  fer- 
jeant  Daniels  fay,  that  the  officers  faid ,  fince  patience 
would  not  do,  force  muft.  And  that  the  foldiers  muft 
not  bear  the  affronts  of  the  inhabitants  any  longer,  but 
refent  them %  and  make  them  know  their  diftance  *,  and 
further,  that  the  inhabitants  would  never  be  ealy,  and 
that  he  fhould  defire  to  make  the  phimbs  fly  about  their 
ears ,  and  fet  the  town  on  fire  round  them ,  ,nd  then  they 
would  know  who  and  who  were  of  a  fide.  Said  Da¬ 
niels  afked  Edward  Garrick,  fellow*  apprentice  to  the 
deponenr,  if  he  knew  where  he  could  get  a  ftick  that 
would  bear  a  good  ftroke  ?  Garrick  replied,  you  muft 
look  for  one.  And  the  deponent  further  faith,  that 
about  eight  o’clock  on  Monday  evening  he  went  down 
King-ftreet  and  met  twelve  of  the  town’s  people  with 
clubs,  who  faid  that  they  had  been  attacked  by  the 
foldiers  *,  that  he  followed  the  town’s  people  to  the 
conduit,  and  then  returned  home  Soon  after  Mr. 


Green’s  maid  and  his  daughter 


caiie 


d  him  out  of  the 
fhop, 
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fbop,  and  aflced  him  to  go  to  the  apothecary’s ;  and 
then  they,  with  the  deponent ,  returned  to  the  Cullom- 
houfe :  iit  going  he  met  his  f  ilow-apprentice,  and  they 
went  and  flood  upon  the  Cudom-houfe  fteps,  and  Mr. 
Hammond  Green  came  out,  faying,  Come  in,  girls ; 
then  the  deponent  and  his  fellow-apprentice ,  by  the 
maid’s  invitation,  went  in  alfo.  Soon  after  Sawny 
Irving,  fo  called,  came  in  (as  he  thought)  without  a  hat, 
feemed  a  little  angry,  and  he  thinks  a  iked  for  a  candle 
(the  maid  has  fince  told  him  he  did  afk  for  one)  then 
he  went  through  the  room  along  with  Hammond 
Green,  the  latter  returned  into  the  kitchen,  then  he 
left  the  houfe  and  went  home ;  after  which  the  depo¬ 
nent  came  down  King-ftreet,  and  went  through  Qua- 
ker-lane,  and  coming  up  the  lane  again,  faw  the  cen- 
tinel  at  the  Cudom-houfe  leave  his  poll  and  come  into 
the  middle  of  the  dreet,  and  laid  to  the  deponent’s 
fellow-apprentice,  who  he  thought  had  laid  fomething 
of  an  officer’s  not  paying  his  debts,  Let  me  fee  your 
face;  the  boy  anlwered,  I  am  not  afhamed  to  (how 
my  face  ;  immediately  upon  which  the  ccntinel  fetched 
a  (weeping  droke  with  his  gun,  upon  the  fide  of  his 
head,  which  made  him  reel  and  dagger  about,  and 
cry  much.  The  deponent  afked  what  he  was  druck 
for  ;  he  anfwered,  For  nothing  :  he  then  afked  the 
centinel  what  he  meant  by  thus  abufing  the  people  ;  he 
replied,  Damn  your  blood,  if  you  do  not  get  out  of 
the  way,  1  will  give  you  fomething  ;  he  then  fixed  his 
bayonet,  and  puffied  at  them,  and  they  both  run — 
then  one  Richard  Ward,  another  fellow-apprentice, 
afked  the  one  druck,  what  it  was  for,  and  endeavoured 
to  get  his  dick  to  drike  the  centinel,  but  he  told  him 
not  to,  and  came  away  ;  then  he  heard  a  huzza  or 
two,  arid  as  he  got  up  Si  dby  Valley,  up  came  a  num¬ 
ber  of  grenadiers,  as  he  thought  about  ten,  with  clubs, 
cu  da  fifes,  and  bayonets,  crying  out,  Where  are  the 

K  damn  a 
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damn  d  yankeys  ?  He  replied,  what  is  the  matter — ■ 
they  anlwered,  We  will  let  you  know.  He  then  run 
into  his  mailer’s  entry,  and  as  running  in,  faw  near 
twenty  other  foldiers  with  bayonets,  &:c.  flourifhing, 
coming  from  the  guard- houfe  as  he  thought;  imme¬ 
diately  alter  he  heard  the  belts  ring,  and  then  as  he 
took  it,  the  lame  pa.ty,  with  a  ferjeant  at  their  head, 
came  running  by,  knocking  down  and  flafhing  ail  the 
town’s  people  they  met  with  ;  then  he  heard  people 
who  were  running  afk  where  the  fire  was.  He  told 
them  it  was  no  fire,  but  the  foldiers  near  Juftice  Quin- 
cey’s  were  fighting  with  the  inhabitants. — He  then 
went  Towards  Juftice  Quincey’s,  and  found  the  fol¬ 
diers  had  retired  to  their  barracks,  when  three  cheers 
were  given  by  the  inhabitants. —  He  then  went  down 
to  King  ftreet,  and  heard  the  people  talking  of  the 
abufe  his  fellow-apprentices  had  received  from  the  cen¬ 
tinel,  but  faw  no  infuit  offered  the  centinel,  the  people 
being  in  the  middle  of  the  ftreet. — One  came  up 
with  a  cane,  appeared  a  gentleman,  and  fpoke  to  the 
centinel,  and  then  went  away  ;  then  the  centinel  went 
up  the  fteps  of  the  Cuftoovhoufe  and  pointed  his  gun  ; 
fome  of  the  inhabitants  then  faid  he  is  going  to  fire— 
then  he  took  down  his  gun  and  loaded  it ;  while  he  was 
loading,  one  Thomas  Greenwood,  a  waiter,  went  into 
the  Cuftom-houfe  door,  and  it  was  fhut  immediately; 
and  then  Mr.  Green’s  fon  John  faid  the  centinel  was  a 
going  to  fire  ;  but  he  faw  no  abufe  offered  him,  or  any 
danger  he  was  in.  He  then  went  down  Royal  Exchange 
lane,  met  a  number  of  people  who  were  alfo  diiperfing 
near  Dock-fquare.  He  then  faid  to  one  Cox,  and  the 
people,  that  the  foldiers  were  going  to  fire  upon  the 
inhabitants  at  the  commiffioners  fteps  •  fome  of  the 
people  went  up  upon  this  news  to  King-ftreet;  ano¬ 
ther  man  came  from  King-ftreet,  and  laid  to  them, 
Come  up  into  King-ftreet.  He  then  Went  up  Silfby’s- 


alley,  and  when  he  got  to  Mrs.  Euftis’s  fhop,  heard  a 
gun  go  off,  and  afterwards  leveral  others  in  a  fhort 
fpace  of  time  after  one  another.  Soon  after  he  was  told 
that  three  men  were  killed;  then  heard  the  bells  ring, 
and  law  the  people  affemble  faff  in  King-itreet.  The 
deponent  f  rther  faith,  that  on  the  night  above-faid 
the  fnow  was  deep  upon  the  ground,  and  well  remem¬ 
bers  that  when  the  centry  called  for  the  main  guard, 
there  were  not  above  io  or  20  people  in  King-ftreet 
near  the  Cuftom-houfe.  And  further  faith  not. 

BARTHOLOMEW  BROADERS. 
Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  19,  'JJO. 

Bartholomew  Broader s  above-named,  after  due 
examination ,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the 
above-written  affidavit,  taken  to  'perpetuate 
the  remembrance  of  the  thing. 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  Juft.  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum, 
John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 


(No.  39.) 

JOHN  Goddard  of  Brookline  teftifies  and  fays,  as 
he  was  palling  the  ftreet  on  Siturday  laft,  being 
the  third  inftant,  he  flopped  near  the  barracks  in  \\  3- 
ter-ftreet,  and  fold  feveral  of  the  barrack  people  fome 
potatoes  about  five  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon,  and 
found  by  their  difcour'e  fome  of  the  foldiers  had  re¬ 
turned  from  a  fray  near  the  rope-walks,  and  a  numocr 
of  foldiers  came  out  of  the  barracks,  he  luppo!e<i  about 
20,  with  clubs,  feemingly  much  enraged  ;  and  one  in 

K  2  a  profane 


[  76  ] 

a  profane  manner  fvvorc  he  would  be  revenged  on  them, 

*  ,  *— '  7 

it  he  fired  the  town. 

JOHN  GODDARD. 


Suffolk,  ff.  Boffon,  March  22,  1770. 

John  Goddard  above-mentioned,  after  due  ex¬ 
amination ,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  of  or  e- 
f  iid  affidavit,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remem¬ 
brance  of  the  thing . 

Before  John  Ruddock,  Juft.  Peace  and  of  the 
Quoru  m, 

John  Hill*;  Juft.  Peace. 


(No.  40.) 


T^.  AN  I  EL  Calfe  of  lawful  age  teftifies  and  fays,  that 
on  Saturday  evening  the  third  inftant,  a  camp 


woman,  wife  to  James  M'Deed,  a  grenadier  in  the 
2Qth,  came  into  Daniel  Calie’s  fhop,  father  to  the 
deponent,  and  the  people  talking  about  the  affrays  at 
the  rope-walk,  and  blaming  the  ioldiers  for  the  part 
they  had  acted  in  it,  the  woman  laid,  The  fcldiers 
%vere  in  the  right,  adding ,  that  before  Tuefday  or  IV ed- 
nefday  night  they  would  wet  their  jwords  or  bayonets  in 
New- England  people's  blood.  The  deponent  further 
fays,  that  on  the  evening  of  the  fifth  current,  hearing 
the  bells  ring,  which  he  took  for  fire,  he  went  our, 
and  near  the  old  fouth  meeting-houfe  heard  the  fol- 
diers  were  fighting  with  the  inhabitants  in  King-ftreet, 
whereupon  he  came  into  King-ftreet,  and  keing  a 
number  of  people  (about  one  hundred)  he  went  up  to 
the  Cuftom-houfe,  where  were  pofted  about  a  dozen 

ioldiers  with  an  officer.  That  this  deponent  heard faid 

officer 
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officer  order  the  foldiers  to  fire ,  and  gave  the  fecond  word 
to  fire  before  they  fired  ;  and  upon  the  officer’s  ordering 
the  lbldi'ers  to  fire  the  fecond  time  this  deponent  ran 
off  about  thirty  feet  diftance,  when  turning  about  he 
faw  one  Caldwell  fall,  and  like  wife  a  molatto  man. 

DANIEL  CALFE. 

Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  21,  1770. 

Daniel  Calfe  above-named,  after  due  examina¬ 
tion,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  aforefaid 
affidavit,  taken  to  'perpetuate  the  remembrance 
of  the  thing . 

Before  John  Ruddock,  Juft.  Peace  and  of  the 
Quorum, 

John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 


(No.  41.) 

I  Thomas  Marfhall  of  lawful  age  do  teftify  and  de¬ 
clare,  that  on  Monday  night  the  fifth  of  March, 
four  or  five  minutes  after  nine  o’clock,  coming  from 
Colonel  Jackfon’s  houfe  on  Dock-fquare  to  my  houfe 
in  King-ftreet,  next  door  to  the  Cuftom-houie,  I  faw 
no  perfon  in  the  fireet ,  but  the  centinel  at  the  Cufiom- 
houfe  in  perfect  peace  *,  after  I  had  been  in  my  houfe 
ten  or  twelve  minutes,  being  in  my  Ihop  in  the  front 
of  the  houfe,  I  heard  the  cry  of  Murder  at  a  diftance, 
on  w  hich  I  opened  the  door,  but  Jaw  no  perfon  in  the 
Jlreet  •,  but  in  half  a  minute  I  faw  feveral  pertons  mill¬ 
ing  out  from  the  main  guard-houfe,  crying  out,  Damn 
them.,  where  are  they  ?  i  hey  came  down  as  far  as  the 

corner  of  Mr,  Philips’s  houfe  •,  I  law  their  lwords  and 

bayonets 
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bayonets  glitter  in  the  moon-light,  crying  cut  as  before , 
and  by  Jefus  let  them  come  ;  at  which  time  I  was  called 
into  the  houfe  by  one  of  my  family,  but  returned  again 
in  Haifa  minute,  and  faw  ten  or  twelve  foldiers,  in  a 
tumultuous  manner,  in  the  middle  of  King-ftreet,  op* 
pofite  to  Royal  Exchange-lane,  flourifhing  their  arms, 
and  faying,  Damn  them  where  are  they  ?  and  crying  fire  *, 
the  bells  then  rung  as  for  fire  •,  I  was  then  called  in 
again  for  half  a  minute,  and  returning  again  to  the 
door,  the  inhabitants  began  to  colled:.— Soon  after  a 
party  of  foldiers  came  down  the  fouth  fide  of  King- 
ftreet  and  eroded  over  to  the  Cuftom-houfe  centime!, 
and  formed  in  a  rank  by  him,  nor  did  I  fee  any  manner 
cf  abufe  offered  the  centinel ,  and  in  three  minutes  at  the 
far  theft  they  began  to  fire  on  the  inhabitants ,  by  which 
feveral  perfons  were  killed,  and  leveral  others  were 
wounded.  Some  time  after  this,  the  party  marched 
oi¥  very  leifurely,  and  without  moleftation ,  and  prefently 
after  the  main  guard  was  drawn  out  in  ranks  between 
the  guard -houfe  and  town-houfe,  and  was  joined  by 
the  piquet  in  the  fame  manner,  with  fixed  bayonets  and 
mu  fleets  fhouidered,  except  the  front  rank,  who  flood 
with  charged  bayonets,  until  the  Lieutenant-governor 
came  up.  And  I  do  further  declare,  as  near  as  I 
could  judge,  there  was  net  more  than  ioo  perfons  in  the 

(Ireet  at  the  time  the  guns  were  dif charged. 

3  THO.  MARSHALL. 

Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  20.  1770. 

Thomas  Marftjall ,  Efq\  above-named,  after  due 
examination ,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the 
afore-written  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate 
the  remembrance  of  the  thing. 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  Juft.  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum, 
Sam.  Pemberton,  Juft.  Peace. 

(No. 
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(No.  42,) 

J  John  Leach  junior,  of  lawful  age,  do  tefiify  and  fay, 
that  on  Monday  night,  between  the  hours  of  nine 
and  ten  in  the  evening  of  the  fifth  inftant  three  youths 
and  myfelf  were  paffing  through  the  alley  leading  from 
Juftice  Quincey’s  to  Murray’s  barracks  (To  called) 
when  we  had  got  about  half  way  through  the  alley  a 
foldier  of  the  29th  regiment  with  a  dirty-looking  man 
overtook  us,  the  foldier  being  armed  with  a  cutlafs  or 
f word ,  and  the  man  with  a  fhort  thick  club  and  rufh- 
ing  through  us  ;  one  of  the  youths  afked  what  the 
matter  was— by  that  the  man  that  had  the  club  Jtruck 
one  of  the  youths  on  the  Jhoulder  ;  another  of  the  youths 
a  Iked  him  what  he  meant,  by  that  the  foldier  came  up 
and  [truck  the  youth  with  his  f word  or  cutlafs  on  his 
arm,  which  did  him  considerable  damage;  then  we  all 
ran  up  the  alley  and  afked  for  affiftance,  when  loon 
came  up  fome  more  foldiers  out  of  their  barracks  thro* 
the  alley,  armed  with  cutlaffes ,  fwerds ,  [hovels ,  and 
tongs,  cutting  and  Jlofmng  that  we  were  obliged  to  run 
up  the  alley  and  ftand  at  the  head  of  the  alley,  and 
keep  them  as  long  as  we  could— but  there  were  fo 
many  that  we  were  obliged  to  run,  but  they  imme- 
mediately  made  after  us  and  knocked  fever al  of  us 
down ,  myfelf  for  one — Some  time  after  two  officers  of 
the  29th  regiment  came  up  the  alley  and  drove  the 
foldiers  home  to  their  barracks,  and  then  the  people 
chiefly  dijperfed ,  myfeli  for  one  ;  as  I  was  going  down 
Dock-lquare  to  go  home  I  heard  a  number  of  people 
hallow,  run  up  King-ftreet,  lor  the  foldiers  are  knock¬ 
ing  people  down  •,  alter  fome  time  confidcring  what  the 
matter  was  1  ran  up  Royal  Exchange-alley,  fo  called, 
when  I  had  got  to  the  head  cf  the  alley,  I  law  about  eight 
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foldiers  (landing  round  the  centry  box  by  the  cudoul- 
houfe  with  their  guns  levelled  bread  high,  and  a  con- 
fiderable  number  of  people  handing  in  King-drcet ; 
When  I  had  been  there  about  three  minutes  I  heard  the 
word  Fire  (but  who  it  came  from  I  cannot  lay)  but 
nobody  feemed  to  mind  it ;  about  half  a  minute  after  I 
heard  the  word  Fire  again,  and  forne  other  words,  but 
could  not  tell  what  they  were  ;  diredtly  the  foldier  on 
the  right  hand  fired ,  I  had  a  blow  on  my  back  which 
I  thought  was  from  the  butt  oj  a  gun  ;  I  was  then  a- 
o-oing  off  when  I  heard  five  or  fix  guns  go  off,  which  I 
Took  to  be  nothing  but  powder  at  fil'd,  till  I  fee  two 
men  drop ,  by  this  the  people  feemed  to  differ  fie  ;  then  I 
was  o-oing  up  by  the  town-houfe  when  I  law  the  people 
bringing  along  two  dead  men,  a  little  while  alter  the 
whole  of  the  29th  regiment  drew  up  by  the  town-houfe; 
1  dayed  a  little  while  longer  and  made  the  bed  of  my 
way  home.  And  further  I  fay  not.  • 

JOHN  LEACH  jum 


Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton  March  21,  1770. 

John  Leach  jun.  above-named ,  after  due  exami¬ 
nation ,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  afore - 
faid  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remem¬ 
brance  of  the  thing . 

Before  John  Ruddock,  Juft.  Peace  and  of  the 
Quorum, 

John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 


(No.  4L) 
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(No.  43.) 


|  The  fubfcriber  of  lawful  age  teftify  and  fay,  that 
Monday  evening  the  fifth  inftant  March  1770,  being 
at  the  fouth  part  of  the  town  between  the  hours  of  nine 
and  ten  o’clock,  I  heard  the  bells  in  the  cenrre  of  the 
town  ring,  and  fire  cried,  ran  immediately  for  King- 
ftreet>  where  I  luppofed  it  was,  and  to  my  greet  allo- 
nifhment  I  law  number  of  foldiers  with  presented 
bayonets,  commanded  by  an  officer  whom  I  did  not 
then  know  ^  the  foldiers  formed  a  femi-circle  round  the 
centinel  box  to  the  cuftom-houle  door  —I  went  im¬ 
mediately  up  to  them  and  fpoke  to  the  fourth  man 
from  the  corner,  who  flood  in  the  gutter,  and  afked 
him  if  the  foldiers  were  loaded,  he  replied,  Yes!  I 
then  afked  (addrefling  myfelf  to  the  whole)  if  thev  in¬ 
tended  to  fire ,  was  anfwered  pofitively.  Yes,  by  the 
eternal  God .  I  then  looked  round  to  fee  what  number 
of  inhabitants  were  in  the  flreet,  and  computed  them  to 
be  abour  fifty,  who  were  then  going  off  as  fajt  as  pcffible  ; 
at  the  fame  time  I  obferved  a  tall  man  ltanding  on  my 
left-hand,  who  feemed  not  appreheufive  of  the  danger 
he  was  in,  and  before  1  had  time  to  fpeak  to  him  I 
heard  the  word  Fire  l  and  immediately  the  report  fol¬ 
lowed  ;  the  man  on  my  left  hand  dropt.  I  a  flee  d  him 
if  he  was  hurt,  but  received  no  anfwer,  I  then  flooped 
down  and  law  him  g.  fping  and  draggling  with  death. 

• — I  then  faw  another  man  lying  dead  on  my  right- 
hand,  but  furthc  r  advanced  up  the  flreet.  I  then  law 
the  foldiers  loading  again,  and  I  ran  up  the  flreet  to 
get  feme  afliftance  to  carry  off  the  dead  a;  d  wounfed. 
Doctor  Jof.  Gardner  and  David  Bradley  cam*  down 
with  me  to  the  corps,  and  as  we  were  (looping  to  take 
them  up,  the  foldiers  prel  nted  at  us  again ;  1  then  law 
an  officer  paffing  bufily  behind  them. — We  earned 
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off  the  dead  without  regarding  the  foldiers.  I  then 
faw  an  officer  pais  before  the  foldiers  and  hove  up  their 
arms,  and  faid,Stop  firing,  do  not  fire  any  more;  upon 
whichkhey  fhouldered.- — I  then  went  clofe  up  to  them, 
and  addrefling  myfelf  to  the  whole,  told  them  1  came 
to  fee  fome  faces  that  1  might  be  able  to  fwear  to  an¬ 
other  day  — Capt.  Prefton,  who  was  the  officer,  turned 
round  and  anfwered  (in  a  melancholy  tone)  perhaps 
you  may.  After  taking  a  view  of  each  man’s  face  I 
left  them.  They  foon  after  ran  up  to  the  main-guard 
houfe.  I  have  nothing  farther  to  fay. 

BENJ.  BURDICK,  jun. 
Suffolk,  IT.  Bolton,  March  20,  1770. 

Benjamin  Burdick  jun .  above-named ,  after  due 
examination ,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the 
aforefaid  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the 
remembrance  of  the  thing . 

Before  John  Ruddock,  Juft.  Peace  and  of  the 
Quorum, 

John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 

(No.  44.) 

1  Charles  Hobby  of  lawful  age  teftify  and  fay,  that 
^  on  Monday  evening  the  fifth  inftant,  between  the 
hours  of  nine  and  ten  o’clock,  being  in  my  mafter’s 
J-ioufe  was  alarmed  with  the  cry  of  fire,  I  ran  down 
as  far  as  the  town- houfe,  and  then  heard  that  the  fol¬ 
diers  and  the  inhabitants  were  fighting  in  the  alley  by 
Pr.  Cooper’s  meeting-houfe ;  I  went  through  the  alley, 
I  there  faw  a  number  of  foldiers  about  the  barracks, 

fome 
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fome  with  mufquets,  other  without :  I  faw  a  nurtU 
ber  of  officers  at  the  door  of  the  mefs-houfe  almoft 
fronting  the  alley,  and  fome  of  the  inhabitants  intreating 
the  officers  to  command  the  foldiers  to  be  peaceable  atid 
retire  to  their  barracks .  One  of  the  officers,  viz.  Lieut, 
Minchin ,  replied,  that  the  foldiers  had  been  abu  ed 
latelv  by  the  inhabitants,  and  that  if  the  inhabitants 
would  difperfe,  the  foldiers  ffiould  follow  the  example, 
Capt.  Goldfinch  was  among  the  reft  of  the  officers  in 
or  about  the  (leps  of  the  mefs-houfe  door,  but  did  not 
command  the  foldiers.  1  then  left  them  and  went  to 
Kino-ftreet.  I  then  faw  a  parry  of  foldiers  loading  their 
mulquets  about  the  cuftom  houfe  door,  after  which 
they  all  fhouldered.  I  heard  fome  of  the  inhabitants 
cry  out,  Heave  no  fncw-baUs  ;  others  cried,  They  dare 
not  fire.  Captain  Prefton  was  then  (landing  by  the 
foldiers,  when  a  fnow  ball  (truck  a  grenadier,  who  im¬ 
mediately  fired,  Capt.  Prefton  ftanding  clofe  by  him. 
The  Captain  then  fpoke  difiinftly ,  Fire,  Fire!  I  was 
then  within  four  feet  of  Capt.  Prefton,  and  know  him 
well  *,  the  foldiers  fired  as  fajt  as  they  could  one  after 
another .  I  law  the  Molatto  fall,  and  Mr.  Samuel 
Gray  went  to  look  at  him,  one  of  the  foldiers,  at  the 
diftance  of  about  four  or  five  yards,  pointed  his  piece  di¬ 
re  Elly  for  the  faid  Gray's  head  and  fired.  Mr.  Gray,  after 
ftruo^ling,  turned  himfelf  right  round  upon  his  heel  and 
fell  dead.  Capt.  Prefton  fome  time  after  ordered  them  to 
march  to  the  guard-houfe.  I  then  took  up  a  round  hat, 
and  followed  the  people  that  carried  him  down  to  a 
houfe  near  the  Poft-office.  And  further  faith  not. 

CHARLES  HOBBY. 

Suffolk,  ff.  Bolton,  March  20,  1770. 

Charles  Hobbv  above-named,  after  due  examina¬ 
tion,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  a]  ore  faid 

L  2  affidavit. 
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affidavit,  taken  to  ■perpetuate  the  remem¬ 
brance  of  the  thing . 

Before  John  Ruddock,  ]uft.  Peace  and  of  the 
Quorum, 

Belcher  Noyes,  Juft.  Peace. 


(No.  45.) 

J  William  Tant  of  lawful  age  teftify  and  fay,  that 
on  Monday  fifth  inftant,  being  then  in  a  houle  on  the 
Long  WharfF,  hearing  a  bell  ring,  imagined  it  was  or 
fire*,  whereupon  I  run  up  King-ftreet,  and  inquiring 
the  caufe,  was  informed,  that  there  had  been  a  num¬ 
ber  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  intuited  by  the 
foldiers  in  different  places.  As  I  got  a-breaft  of 
Quaker-lane,  I  met  a  number  of  perfons  to  the  amount 
of  thirty  or  forty,  moftly  boys  and  youngfters,  who  af- 
fembled  in  King-ftreet  before  the  Cuftom-houfe,  and 
gave  three  cheers,  and  fome  of  them,  being  near  the 
centry  at  the  Cuftom-houfe  door,  damn’d,  him  and  bid 
him  fire  and  be  damned  ;  and  fome  fnow-balls  were 
throwed,  or  other  things :  whereupon  the  centry  ftept 
on  the  fteps  of  the  Cuftom-houfe  door,  and  loaded  his 
piece,  and  ftruck  the  butt  of  it  againft  the  fteps,'  pre- 
fented  it  at  the  people  feveral  times  ;  at  length  the 
people  drawing  nearer  to  him,  he  knocked  at  the 
Cuftom-houfe  door,  and  I  faw  it  opened  about  half  way. 
In  the  fpace  of  fix  or  feven  minutes  I  faw  a  party  of 
foldiers  come  from  the  main  guard,  and  draw  them- 
felves  up  in  a  line  from  the  corner  of  the  Cuftom-houfe 
to  the  centry-box  ;  the  people  ftill  continued  in  the 
ftreet,  crying  fire,  fire  and  be  damn’d,  and  hove  fome 
more  fnow-balls :  whereupon  I  heard  a  mu  fleet  go  off*, 
and  in  the  fpace  of  two  or  three  feconds,  I  heard  the 

word 
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word  fire  given,  but  by  whom  I  know  not';  and  in- 
fiantly  the  foldiers  fired  one  after  another.  I  then  flood 
between  the  ctntry  oox  and  the  cuilom-houfe  door. 
And  further  I  know  not. 

WILLIAM  TANT. 


Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  20,  1770. 

William  T ant  above-named,  after  due  examina¬ 
tion,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  aforefaid 
affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance 
of  the  thing . 

Before  John  Ruddock,  Juft.  Peace,  and  of  the 
Quorum, 

Belcher  Noyes,  Juft.  Peace: 


(No.  46.) 


|  Thomas  Cain  of  lawful  age  teftify  and  fay,  that 
x  on  Monday  the  fifth  inftant,  being  in  a  houfc  on 
the  Long  Wharff,  I  heard  a  bell  ring,  which  I  ima¬ 
gined  was  for  nine  o’clock,  but  being  informed  by  a 
perfon  in  my  company  that  it  was  12  minutes  paft 
that  hour  by  his  watch,  I  then  concluded  the  bell 
rung  for  fire,  fo  I  run  up  King-ftreef,  in  company  with 
Mr.  William  Tant,  and  afking  a  few  people  whom  l 
met,  the  caufe  of  the  bell’s  ringing,  was  anfwercd,  the 
foldiers  had  infuked  forne  of  the  town’s  people  by  the 
roue- walks.  I  then  went  down  Quaker-lane  as  far 
as'  Jultice  Dana’s  houfc,  where  I  met  a  number  of 
people  coming  up,  and  afked  them  ir  there  ha  i  been 
any  difturbance  at  or  near  the  rope-walks,  they  an- 
fwered  me,  that  there  had  been  leveral  people  infuited. 
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arid  knocked  down  by  the  foldiers  in  different  parts  of 
the  town.  I  then  came  up  into  King-ftreet,  where  they 
affembled  together  below  the  town-houfe  (to  the  beft 
of  my  knowledge)  between  30  and  40  perfons,  moftly 
youngfiers  or  boys ,  and  when  there,  they  gave  three 
cheers,  and  afked  where  the  foldiers  were  (I  imagine 
they  meant  them  that  had  infuited  them)  ;  fome  of  the 
people  affembled  be:ng  near  the  centry  at  the  Cuftom- 
houfe  door,  damn’d  him,  and  I  faw  fome  fnow-balls 
or  other  things  throwed  that  way,  whereupon  the  * 
centry  ftepped  on  the  fteps  at  the  Cuftom-houfe  door 
and  loaded  his  piece,  and  when  loaded  ftruck  the  butt 
of  his  firelock  againft  the  fteps  three  or  four  times,  in 
the  interim  the  people  affembled,  continuing  crying 
fire,  fire  and  be  damn’d,  and  fome  of  them  drawing 
near  to  him  he  knocked  at  the  Cuftom-houfe  door  very 
hard,  whereupon  the  door  was  opened  about  half  way , 
and  1  faw  a  perfon  come  out ,  which  I  imagined  to  be  a 
fervanc  without  a  hat,  his  hair  tied,  and  hung  down 
loofe.  In  the  fpace  of  about  five  minutes,  to  the  beft 
of  my  remembrance,  I  perceived  a  party  of  foldiers 
come  from  the  main  guard  directly  through  the  con- 
courfe  of  people  that  was  then  in  King-ftreet,  with 
their  mufkets  and  fixed  bayonets,  pufhing  to  and  fro, 
faying,  Make  way  ;  when  they  had  got  a-breaft  of  the 
Cuftom-houfe  they  drew  up  in  a  line  from  the  corner  of 
Royal  Exchange-Lne  to  the  centry-box  at  the  Cuftom- 
houle  door,  and  being  in  that  pofition  for  the  fpace  of 
five  or  fix  minutes,  with  their  mufkets  levelled  bread 
high  and  pointed  at  the  people  that  was  ftill  in  the 
ftreet,  huzzaing,  &c.  and  crying  fire,  as  before,  and 
fome  more  fnow-baiis  or  other  things  being  hove,  I 
heard  and  faw  a  fiafh  of  a  gun  that  went  off  near  the 
corner  of  the  aforementioned  lane,  and  in  the  fpace  of 
two  leconds  I  heard  the  word  fire  given,  but  by  whom 
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I  cannot  afcertain  ;  but  the  foldiers  fired  regularly  one 
after  another ,  and  when  difcbargedy  loaded  again  ;  I 
then  hood  behind  the  centry  box  between  the  foldier 
next  it  and  the  Cuftom-houfe. 

THOMAS  CAIN. 
Suffolk,  if.  Bofton,  March  20,  1 770. 

Thomas  Cainy  after  due  examination ,  made  oath 
to  the  truth  of  the  aforefaid  affidavit ,  taken 
to  'perpetuate  the  remembrance  of  the  thing . 

Before  John  Ruddock,  Juft.  Peace  and  of  the 
Quorum. 

Belcher  Noyes,  Juft.  Peace, 

(No.  47.) 

J  Peter  Cunningham  of  lawful  age  teftify,  that  on 
Monday  evening  the  fifth  current,  on  the  cry  of  fire, 
a  few  minutes  after  nine  o’clock,  coming  into  King- 
ftreet,  I  faw  Capt.  Prefton  ftanding  before  the  door 
where  the  main  guard  was  kept,  and  heard  him  lay, 
Turn  cut  the  guard  l  Then  I  palled  down  King-ftreet, 
and  faw  the  centry  at  the  Cuftcm-houle  with  his  bay¬ 
onet  charged,  dodgingit  about  as  ifpufhing  at  the  boys, 
who  feemed  to  be  laughing  at  him,  and  none  of  them 
within  12  or  15  feet  of  him.  In  a  few'  minutes  after 
Capt.  Prefton  arrived  with  a  party  of  loldiers,  perhaps 
feven  or  eight,  and  took  poll  between  the  Cuftom-houfe 
door  and  the  weft  corner  of  the  laid  houie,  round  the 
centry  box.  As  foon  as  they  had  taken  their  poft, 
they  began  to  pufh  their  bayonets  at  the  people ,  though 
none  feemed  to  offer  them  any  offence.  The  captain  quickly 
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commanded  them  to  prime  and  load,  which  being  ef¬ 
fected,  they  began  to  pufti  as  before.  The  captain 
came  before  them  and  put  his  arm  under  three  or  four 
of  theirpieces,  and  putting  them  into  an  upright  pofture, 
then  retired  from  my  fight  ;  and  prefently  they  again 
levelled  and  the  firing  began,  and  proceeded  till  10  or 
1 1  pieces  were  difcharged.  On  the  people’s  fcattering 
a  little,  I  faw  two  men  near  me  lay  dead  on  the  ftreet, 
and  obferved  the  foldiers  to  load  again,  and  moved 
off.  And  further  I  faw  not. 

PETER  CUNNINGHAM. 
Suffolk  IT.  Bofton,  March  20,  1770. 

Peter  Cunningham  above-named ,  after  due  exa- 
£  ’  miration,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  afore - 

faid  affidavit,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remem¬ 
brance  of  the  thing . 


Before  John  Ruddock.  Juft.  Peace  and  of  the 
Quorum, 

John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 


(No.  48.) 

\  SAMUEL  CONDON  of  lawful  age  teftify  and 
“*■  fay,  that  on  the  night  of  the  5th  inftant  March, 
being  on  the  Long  Wharf,  between  the  hours  of  nine 
and  ten  o’clock,  and  hearing  the  bells  ring  as  for  fire, 
1  ran  up  King- ftreet ;  on  my  coming  nigh  the  town- 
houfe  I  faw  a  number  of  people,  about  30  or  40, 
chiefly  conjijting  of  boys  and  lads ,  who  proceeded  down 
laid  freer  oppofite  the  Cui  om-houfe  •,  the  centinel  on 
their  approach  p  aced  himlelf  on  the  Cuftom-houfe 
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fteps,  and  charged  his  mufket  and  prefen  ted  the  fame 
againft  the  body  of  the  people,  who  offered  him  no  in - 
fult  or  violence  ;  in  a  few  minutes  alter,  a  party  came 
down  from  the  main  guard,  confiding  of  about  eighc 
foldiers,  with  their  guns  and  bayonets  in  a  charged 
pofition,  headed  by  an  officer,  and  pofeed  themfelves 
by  the  weft  corner  of  the  cuftom-houfe  round  the  cen- 
try-box  in  a  half-circle;  at  this  time  I  flood  near  the 
door  of  the  Royal  Exchange  Tavern,  but  apprehend¬ 
ing  danger,  as  the  foldiers  flood  with  their  mufkets 
and  bayonets  in  a  charged  or  prefented  pofition,  moved, 
from  thence  down  laid  Royal  Exchange-lane,  and 
flood  nigh  the  weft  end  of  the  cuftom-houfe  ;  during 
this  interim  1  faw  no  violence  offered  to  the  foldiers  ;  in 
a  few  minutes  after,  having  placed  my  felt  as  aforefaid, 
a  mufket  was  fired  by  the  foldier  who  flood  next  th» 
corner ;  in  a  few  feconds  after  another  was  fired,  and 
fo  in  fucceffion  till  the  whole  was  difeharged,  to  the 
number  of  eight  or  thereabouts :  while  the  mufkets 
were  difeharging  I  walked  down  the  lane,  and  when 
the  firing  cealed  I  turned  and  went  up  to  the  head  of 
the  lane,  when  I  faw  the  people  carrying  off  one  dead 
perfonj  and  two  more  laying  lifeleis  on  the  ground 
about  two  mufkets  length  from  the  faid  foldiers,  in¬ 
humanly  murdered  by  them,  the  blood  then  running 
from  them  in  abundance :  a  perfon  afked  the  foldier. 
who  fired  firft,  the  reafon  for  his  fo  doing,  the  foldier 
anfwered.  Damn  your  bloods ,  you  boogers ,  I  would  kill  a 
thoufand  of  you!  the  foldiers  were  then  charging  their 
mufkets  again,  in  order  for  a  fecond  difeharge  in  cafe 
any  infult  had  been  offered  them. 

SAMUEL  CONDON, 

Suffolk,  ffi  Bofton,  March  20,  1770- 

Samuel  Condon  above-named ,  after  due  examina¬ 
tion  y  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  afore  faid 
M  affidavit , 
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affidavit,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance 
of  the  thing . 

Before  John  Ruddock,  Juft.  Peace  and  of  the 
Quorum, 

John  PI  ill,  Juft.  Peace. 


('No.  40.) 


JTBENEZER  HINCKLEY  of  Bofton,  of  lawful 
age  declares,  that  on  Monday  evening  the  5th 
of  March  current,  that  being  at  home  in  his  houfe 
he  heard  the  bells  ring,  and  came  out,  and  came 
through  Cornhill-ftreet  to  the  corner  of  King-ftreet, 
near  the  main  guard-houfe ;  immediately  as  lie  turned 
the  corner  he  faw  a  party  of  foldiers  come  out  of  the 
main  guard-houfe,  and  he  the  deponent  then  faw  an 
officer,  as  he  thought,  look  out  of  the  chamber  win¬ 
dow,  and  call  to  them ,  and  /aid ,  Fire  upon  them,  damn 
them9  fire  upon  them.  The  deponent  then  followed 
them,  viz.  the  faid  party  of  foldiers,  to  the  place 
where  they  were  polled,  being  before  the  centry-box 
in  a  half  circle,  near  the  cuftom-houfe  •,  they  reaching 
forward  pulhing  their  bayonets,  and  endeavouring  to 
ftab  people ,  provoked  a  few  boys  to  throw  two  or 
three  fnow-baHs*  and  challenged  them  to  fire  :  in 
about  a  minute  after  the  deponent  heard  the  word 
Fire,  and  then  faw  a  flick  thrown  which  hit  a  foP 
dier's  gun3  whereupon  the  corner  foldier  fired9  and  the 
refi  followed  in  the  firing — when  the  firing  was,  the 
deponent  verily  believes  there  was  not  more  than 
fifty  or  fixty  perfons  in  that  part  of  the  Jireet — and  it 
appeared  to  the  deponenr,  that  the  foldiers  going 
down  to  the  cuftom-houfe  in  fo  hoflile  a  manner  was 
the  ocqafion  of  drawing  the  moft  oft  hofe  people  there. 
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« — And  the  deponent  further  faith,  that  through  the 
whole  he  law  not  one  brick-bat  or  ftone  thrown,  and 
believes  that  it  was  naturally  impojfible  to  come  at  any, 
fs  the  f new  was  confiderably  deep . 

Memorandum .  After  the  party  of  foldiers  were  got 
to  their  place,  he  law  Captain  Prefton,  who  com¬ 
manded  them,  whom  he  knew  very  well  —  And 
further  faith  not. 

EBENEZER  HINCKLEY. 


Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  20,  1770. 


Ehenezer  Hinckley  above-named ,  after  due  exa¬ 
mination,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above 
affidavit,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance 
of  the  thing . 


Before  John  Ruddock,  Juft,  of  Peace  and  of  the 
Quorum, 

John  Hjll,  Juft.  Peace, 


(No.  50.) 


pRANCIS  ARCHBALD  jun.  of  lawful  age  tells- 
fies  and  faith,  that  on  Monday  evening  the  5th  of 
March  inftant,  at  about  ten  minutes  paft  nine  of  the 
clock  of  faid  evening,  as  he  was  going  through  the 
alley  that  leads  from  Cornhill  to  Brattle- ft reet  (fo 
called)  with  feveral  others  with  him,  he  faw  a  foldiev 
with  a  cutlafs  flourifhing  it  about  in  faid  alley,  and  4 
mean-looking  fellow  with  him,  with  a  club  in  his 
hand  ;  then  the  deponent  heard  homebody  out  fide  of 
the  alley  fpeak  to  the  faid  foldier,  and  told  him  to 
put  up  his  cutlafs,  for  it  was  not  clever  to  carry  fuch 
a  weapon  in  the  night  without  it  was  in  a  fcabbard ; 

M  2  whereupon 


C  9Z  1 

whereupon  (aid  foldier  came  up  to  him  the  deponent., 
with  his  cutlafs  pointing  towards  his  bread,  and  damn'd 
him,  and  afkcd  him  what  he  had  to  lay  againft  it; 
whereupon  the  deponent  told  him  to  (land  off.  The 
laid  foldier  then  went  up  to  one  of  the  lads  that  was 
with  him,  and  (truck  him  (as  the  deponent  thought); 
the  deponent  then  went  out  of  faid  alley,  and  hallow¬ 
ed  to  feme  lads  who  were  (landing  near  the  town- 
houfe  •  when  they  came  to  the  deponent’s  nfii dance, 
they  made  laid  foldiers  retire  through  laid  alley  to  the 
barracks;  in  about  five  or  fix  minutes  after,  about 
twelve  or  fifteen  foldiers  came  out  of  faid  barracks  (as 
1  heard  the  next  day  ihey  were  encouraged  and  fet  on 
by  Enfign  Mall  belonging  to  the  29th  regiment)  with 
cutlajfes ,  tongs ,  and  clubs ,  and  came  up  to  them  and 
damn' d  them,  and  faid,  Where  is  the  yankey  boogers  ? 
when  they  began  to  drike  the  people  in  the  dreet  with 
idd  weapons  :  and  as  the  deponent  was  (landing  \ydh 
Mr.  John  Hicks,  one  of  the  foldiers  came  up  with  a 
pair  of  tongs,  and  juft  going  to  make  a  droke  at 
faid  deponent,  faid  Hicks  knocked  him  down ;  where¬ 
upon  the  deponent,  when  laid  foldier  got  up,  knocked 
Jfim  down  again,  and  broke  his  wrid  (as  he  was  in¬ 
formed  afterwards);  then  the  deponent  was  going 
home  to  the  South-end.  Jud  as  he  got  to  the 
town-houfe,  he  looked  down  King-ftreec,  and  faw 
about  fifty  or  fixty  people  danding  in  the  middle  of 
faid  dreet,  oppofite  the  cudom-houfe  \  then  the  de¬ 
ponent  went  down  to  fee  what  was  the' matter:  when 
hs  got  down  faid  dreet,  he  faw  a  party  of  foldiers 
coming  from  the  main  guard  (amongd  which  was  one 
Matthew  Kiiroy  of  the  29th  regiment)  going  to  the 
oentinel  that  was  danding  at  the  cudom-houfe  ;  then 
the  deponent  went  over  to  the  fide  of  the  way,  and 
there  (food  about  two  minutes,  when  he  faw  the  flafh, 
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and  heard  the  report  of  a  gun  that  was  fired  from  faid 
sentinel’s  poll,  and  fix  or  feven  fired  diredtly  after¬ 
wards  :  then  the  deponent  faw  three  men  laying  near 
faid  centinel’s  poft  dead.  And  the  deponent  further 
adds,  that  at  the  time  of  his  {landing  there  as  afore- 
faid,  he  law  no-body  moled  or  trouble  faid  centinel 
or  party  of  foldiers  (as  aforefaid)  in  any  fbape  what¬ 
ever.  And  further  the  deponent  faith  not. 

FRANCIS  ARCHBALD  jun. 
(Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  17,  1770. 

Francis  Archbald  jun.  above-named ,  after  due 
examination ,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the 
above  written  affidavit,  taken  to  perpetuate 

the  remembrance  of  the  thirg . 

«  •* 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  juft,  of  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum, 
John  Hill,  Juftice  Peace. 


(No.  51.) 

J  NATHANIEL  FOSD1CK  of  lawful  age  teftify 
and  fay,  that  on  the  night  of  the  5th  inllant,  be¬ 
twixt  the  hours  of  nine  and  ten  o’clock,  being  in  my 
houfe  with  my  family,  hearing  the  bells  ring  for  fire 
ran  out  to  aftift  the  inhabitants,  ran  towards  the  north  ; 
when  I  came  to  the  town-houle  I  fee  the  people  Tun¬ 
ing  down  King-ftreet,  I  followed,  when  I  came  by 
the  guard-houfe  I  fee  fome  foldiers  come  out  and  fix 
their  bayonets*,  I  ran  to  know  where  the  fire  was; 
after  I  had  got  into  King-ftreet  I  made  a  halt ;  as  1 
ftopt  I  was  pulhred  behind  *,  I  turned  round  and  faw 
fome  foldiers  with  their  bayonets  charged,  which  came 
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again (1  me.  I  afked  them  if  this  was  the  fire  that  i$ 
<  ned  ;  they  made  no  anlwer :  I  afked  them  what  they 
meant  by  coming  on  me  in  that  manner  ;  their  anlwer 
was,  Damn  you,  ftand  out  of  our  way  :  1  told  them 
I  would  not  move  ior  no  man  under  the  heavens  •  I 
offended  no  one.  Therefore  they  paffed  me,  fome  on 
niy  right  hand  and  feme  on  my  left.  I  followed  be¬ 
hind  them  ;  they  went  to  the  centry-box,  and  faced 
round  and  formed  in  a  half-circle.  I  faw  a  number  of 
people  near  the  middle  of  King-ftreet,  about  twenty 
yards  from  the  centry-box.  1  fpoke  out  and  defired 
that  no  diffurbance  might  be  betwixt  the  inhabitants 
and  the  foldiers  •,  for  if  the  foidiers  were  in  fault,  there 
jwas  their  officer,  which  I  looked  upon  to  be  the  officer 
of  the  day,  and  he  could  fettle  the  affair  in  one  minute  : 
then  I  ipake  to  two  men  to  fpeak  to  the  officer  ;  then 
I  fee  two  or  three  advance  towards  the  officer  *,  1  heard 
fome  words  pafs,  what  they  were  I  know  not.  I  turned 
round  and  fpake  to  the  people  to  ftep  off,  and  let  them 
that  went  to  the  officer  fettle  the  difpute  ;  the  people 
Handing  frill,  I  turned  towards  the  officer  and  fee  him 
fall  into  the  regular  circle,  then  I  heard  the  word 
on  my  left  one  gun  was  fired  off  by  a  foldier  on  their 
right ;  upon  which  I  ruffled  in,  then  feeing  the  firft 
foldier  that  fired  run  at  fome  perfons,  and  fall  upon 
the  ground,  I  hallowed  to  take  his  gun  from  him  ; 
then  I  received  three  pufhes  by  their  bayonets,  two  in 
my  left  arm,  and  one  in  my  bread: ;  that  at  my  bread 
I  ffruck  off  with  a  flick,  and  the  gun  went  off  in- 
ilantly :  then  I  drew  back,  and  finding  one  dead,  as  I 
thought,  on  my  left  and  one  on  my  right,  I  then  run 
over  to  Quaker-lane,  where  1  faw  a  number  of  peo¬ 
ple  ;  1  defired  them  to  ftep  out  and  keep  the  foldiers 
from  getting  off:  from  thence  I  went  over  to  the  other 
fide  the  ftreet,  to  the  lane  near  the  town  watch-houfe, 
where  I  defired  the  people  to  ftep  out,  arffi  not  let  the 

foldiers 
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fbldiers  get  off,  for  I  would  go  home  and  get  my  gun 
and  bring  a  party  againft  them  ;  which  I  did,  but 
meeting  feme  of  the  inhabitants  returning,  they  told 
me  the  foldiers  were  gone  off,  and  affairs  would  be 
fettled  to-morrow;  on  that  I  went  home. 

NATH.  F  OS  DICK. 

Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  i  7,  1770. 

Nath.  Fo flick  above-named ,  after  due  examina¬ 
tion,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above- 
written  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  re¬ 
membrance  of  the  thing. 

Before  Ri.Dana,  Juft,  of  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum,- 
Sam.  Pemberton,  Juft.  Peace. 

(No.  52.) 

JOfeph  Hooton  jun.  of  lawful  age  teftifies  and  fays, 
that  coming  from  the  fouth  end  of  Bofton,  on  Mon¬ 
day  evening  the  5th  inft.  againft  the  old  fouth  meeting- 
houfe  he  heard  a  great  noile  and  tumult,  with  a  cry  of 
murder  often  repeated.  Proceeding  towards  the  town- 
houfe  the  deponent  paffed  by  feveral  foldiers  running 
that  way  with  naked  cutlaffcs  and  bayonets  in  their  hands. 
The  deponent  afked  one  of  them  what  was  the  matter, 
and  was  anfwered  by  him,  by  Cod  you  flail  all  know 
what  is  the  matter  focn  !  Between  nine  and  ten  o’clock 
the  deponent  came  into  King-ftreet,  and  ftood  about 
the  middle  of  the  ftreet,  or  nearer  the  cuftom-houfr* 
in  the  direction  of  Quaker  and  Royal  Exchange-lanes, 
and  faw  about  eight  or  ten  foldiers  drawn  up  near  the 
cuftom- houfe,  and  an  officer,  which  he  ffnee  under- 
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Hands  was  Cap .  Prcfton ,  between  the  foldiers  and  t'hlfif 
cuftom-ho'ufe.  There  was  much  noife  and  huzzaing 
among  the  boys  and  people,  and  Tome  of  the  boys  the 
deponent  oblerved  drew  near  to  the  foldiers.  In  this 
hurry  and  confufion  the  deponent  heard  many  afk 
each  other  whether  they  thought  they  would  fire  ? 
and  it  was  generally  concluded  they  would  not  : 
but  in  about  five  minutes  after  the  deponent  firfi:  flood 
there,  he  heard  the  officer  give  the  word  Fire,  they 
not  then  firing,  he  again  faid  FrRE,  which  they  fl ill 
dilobeying,  he  faid  with  a  much  higher  voice ,  damn 

YOU,  FIRE,  BE  THE  CONSEQUENCE  WHAT  IT  WILL  ! 

Soon  after  this  one  of  the  guns  went  off — in  a  few  feconds 
another,  and  fo  on,  till  fix  or  feven  were  dif charged. 

Near  the  deponent’s  left  hand  dropt  a  man,  which  he 
fince  learns  was  Mr.  James  Caldwell,  on  which  he 
left  the  place.  And  further  faith  not. 

JOSEPH  HOOTON  jun. 

Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  15,  1770. 

The  faid  Jofeph  Hooton  jun.  perfonally  appearing , 
maketh  folemn  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  fore- 
written  depofition  by  him  fubfcribed . 

Before  me  Edm.  Quincy,  Juft.  Pads. 


(No.  53.) 

I  Richard  Palmes  of  Bofton,  of  lawful  age,  teftify  and 
fay,  that  between  the  hours  of  nine  and  ten  o’clock 
of  the  fifth  inftant  I  heard  one  of  the  bells  ring,  which 
I  fuppofed  was  occafioned  by  fire,  and  enquiring 
where  the  fire  was,  was  anfwered,  that  the  foldiers  were 
etbttfing  the  inhabitants-,  I  afked  where,  was  firft  anfwered 
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at  Murray’s  barracks,  I  went  there  and  fpoke  to  fome 
officers  that  were  {landing  at  the  door;  I  told  them  I 
was  furprized  they  differed  the  foldiers  to  go  out  of 
the  barrack  after  eight  o’clock  ;  I  was  anfwered  by 
one  of  the  officers,  Pray  do  you  mean  to  teach  us  our 
duty  ;  I  anfwered  I  did  not,  only  to  remind  them  of  it: 
one  of  them  faid,  you  fee  that  the  foldiers  are  all  in 
their  barracks,  and  why  do  not  you  go  to  your  homes? 
M  r.  James  Lamb  and  I  faid,  Gentlemen,  let  us  go 
home,  and  were  anfwered  by  fome,  home,  home  ;  ac¬ 
cordingly  I  alked  Mr.  William  Hickling  if  he  was 
going  home,  he  faid  he  was.  I  walked  with  him  as  far 
as  the  Poll-office;  upon  my  (topping  to  talk  with  two 
or  three  people  Mr.  Hickling  left  me ;  I  then  faw  Mr. 
Pool  Spear  going  towards  the  town-houfe,  he  alked 
me  if  I  was  going  home,  I  told  him  I  was :  I  afked 
him  where  he  was  going  that  way,  he  faid  he  was 
going  to  his  brother  David’s.  But  when  I  got  to  the 
town  pump,  we  were  told  there  was  a  rumpus  at  the 
Cuftom-houfe  door.  Mr.  Spear  faid  to  me,  you  had 
better  not  go;  I  told  him  I  would  go  and  try  to  make 
peace.  I  immediately  wen':  there  and  faw  Capt.  P  reft  on 
at  the  head  of  fix  or  eight  foldiers  in  a  circular  form, 
with  guns  bread  high  and  bayonets  fixed  ;  the  faid 
Captain  dood  almoll  to  the  end  of  their  guns.  I 
went  immediately  to  Capt.  Predon  (as  foon  as  Mr. 
Blifs  had  left  him)  and  afked  him  if  their  guns  were 
loaded;  his  anfwer  was,  they  were  loaded  with  powder 
and  ball;  I  then  faid  to  him*  I  hope  you  do  not  intend 
they  (hall  fire  upon  the  inhabitants  ;  his  reply  was,  by 
no  means.  When  I  was  afking  him  thefe  quedions 
my  left  hand  was  on  his  right  fhoulder  ;  Mr.  John 
Hickling  had  that  indant  taken  his  hand  off  my 
fhoulder,  and  dept  to  my  left,  then  indantly  I  fitvv  a 
piece  of  fnow  or  ice  fall  among  the  foldiers,  on  which 
the  foldier  at  the  officer’s  right  hand  dept  back  and 
difcharged  his  gun,  at  the  fpace  of  fome  feconds  the: 
foldier  at  his  left  fired  next,  and  the  others  one  after 
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the  other.  After  the  firft  gun  was  fired,  I  heard  the 
word  Fire ,  but  who  faid  it,  I  know  not ;  after  the  firft 
gun  was  fired  the  faid  officer  had  full  time  to  forbid  the 
other  foldiers  not  to  fire ,  but  I  did  not  hear  him  fpeak  to 
thnn  at  all,  then  turning  myfelfto  the  left  liaw  one  man 
dead,  diflant  about  fix  feet.  I  having  a  flick  in  my 
hand  made  a  flroke  at  the  foldier  who  fired,  and 
{truck  the  gun  out  of  his  hand  •,  I  then  made  a  flroke 
at  the  officer,  my  right  foot  dipt,  that  brought  me  on 
my  knee,  the  blow  falling  fhort,  he  lays  I  hit  his  arm  ; 
when  I  was  recovering  myfelf  from  the  fal’,  I  faw  the 
foldier  that  fired  the  firft  gun  endeavouring  to  pufh  me 
through  with  his  bayonet ,  on  which  I  threw  my  flick  at 
his  head,  the  foldier  flarting  back,  gave  me  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  jump  from  him  into  Exchange  lane,  or  I 
muft  been  inevitably  run  through  my  body.  I  looked 
back  and  faw  three  perfons  laying  on  the  ground,  and 
perceiving  a  foldier  ftepping  round  the  corner  as  I 
thou°ht  to  fhoot  me,  1  ran  down  Exchange-lane,  and 
fo  up  the  next  into  King-ftreet,  and  followed  Mr. 
Gridley,  with  feveral  other  perfons,  with  the  body  of 
Capt.  Morton’s  apprentice  up  to  the  prifon  houfe,  and 
faw  he  had  a  ball  fhot  through  his  bread;  at  my  re¬ 
turn  I  found  that  the  officer  and  foldiers  were  gone  to 
the  main  guard.  To  my  befit  obferv  ation  there  were  not 
[evenly  people  in  Kingftreet  at  the  time  of  their  firing,, 
and  them  very  fc uttering  *,  but.  in  a  few  minutes  after  tne 
firino-  there  were  upwards  of  a  thoufand  ;  finding  tnc 
foldiers  were  gone  I  went  up  to  the  main -guard  and 
lav/  there  the  foldiers  were  formed  into  three  divmons, 
the  front  divifion  in  the  pofture  of  platoon  firing,  and 
I  expedled  they  would  fire.  Hearing  that  his  Honor 
the  Lieutenant  governor  was  going  to  the  Council- 
chamber,  I  went  there  ;  his  Honor  looking  out  of  the 
door  de fired  the  people  to  hear  him  fpeak ;  he  defired 
them  to  go  home  and  he  would  enquire  into  the  affair 
in  the  morning,  and  that  the  law  fhould  take  its  courfcy 

and  faid,  I  will  live  and  die  by  the  law.  A  gentle. 
•-  ’  •  •  -  "  mat} 
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man  defired  his  Honor  to  order  the  foldiers  to  their 
barracks ;  he  anfwered,  .t  was  not  in  his  power,  and 
that  he  had  no  command  over  the  troops,  and  that  it 
Jay  with  Col.  Dalrymple  and  not  with  him,  but  that 
he  would  fend  for  him,  which  after  iome  time  he  did 
upon  that  a  gentleman  defired  his  Honor  to  look 
out  of  the  window  facing  the  main- guard,  to  fee  the 
pofition  the  foldiers  were  in,  ready  to  fire  on  the  in¬ 
habitants ,  which  he  did  after  a  good  deal  of  pcrfuafon , 
and  called  for  Col.  Carr,  and  defired  him  to  order  the 
troops  to  their  barracks  in  the  fame  order  they  were 
in  ;  accordingly  they  were  ordered  to  fhoulder  their 
guns,  and  were  marched  off7  by  lome  officers.  And  fur¬ 
ther  faith  not. 

RICH.  PALMES. 
Suffolk,  ffi.  Bofton,  March  17,  1770. 

1 

Richard  Palmes  above-named ,  after  due  examina¬ 
tion ,  made  Gath  to  the  truth  of  the  above  affi¬ 
davit,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance  of 
the  thing . 

Eefore  Hr.  Dana,  Juft,  of  Peace  and  of  the 
Quorum, 

John  Hill.  Juft.  Peace. 

(No.  54.) 

J  William  Wyat  of  Salem,  coafter,  teftify  and  fay,  that 
laft  Monday  evening,  being  the  fifth  day  ol  March 
current,  1  was  in  Bofton,  down  at  Treat’s  wharf,  where 
my  vefifel  was  lying,  and  hearing  the  beils  ring  fup- 
pofed  there  was  a  fire  in  the  town,  whereupon  1  haftened 
up  to  the  town-houfe,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  it,  where 
I  law  an  officer  of  the  army  lead  out  of  the  guard- 
houfe  there  feven  or  eight  foldiers  of  the  army,  and 
lead  them  down  in  feeming  hafte  to  the  Cuftom-houfe 
on  the  north  fide  of  King-llreet,  where  I  followed 
them,  and  when  the  officer  had  got  there  with  the  men, 
he  bid  them  face  about.  I  ftood  juft:  below  them  on 
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the  left  wing,  and  the  f aid  officer  ordered  his  men  to  load * 
which  they  did  accordingly  with  the  utmofl  difpatch  ; 
then  they  remained  about  fix  minutes,  with  their  fire¬ 
locks  retted  and  bayonets  fixed,  but  not  Handing  in 
exadt  order.  I  obferved  a  conftderable  number  of  young 
lads ,  and  here  and  there  a  man  among  ft  them  about  the 
middle  of  theftreet ,  facing  the  foldiers,  but  not  within 
ten  or  twelve  feet  diftance  from  them  ;  I  obferved  feme 
of  them,  viz.  the  lads,  &c.  had  flicks  in  tneir  hands, 
laughing,  fhouting,  huzzaing,  and  crying  fire  •,  but 
could  not  obferve  that  any  of  them  threw  any  thing  at 
the  foldiers,  or  threatened  any  of  them.  Then  the 
fdid  officer  retired  from  before  the  foldiers,  and  ftepping 
behind  them  towards  the  right  wing,  bid  the  foldiers 
fire  •,  they  not  firing,  he  presently  again  bid  them  fire  ; 
they  not  yet  firing,  he  ftamped  and  faid^  Damn  your  bloody 
ftrerj  be  the  confequence  what  it  will  j  then  the  fecond 
man  on  the  left  wing  fired  off  his  gun,  then,  after  a 
very  fhort  paufe,  they  fired  one  after  another  as  quick 
as  pcffible,  beginning  on  the  right  wing  *,  the  laft  man’s 
aun  on  the  left  wing  fiafhed  in  the  pan,  then  he  primed 
again,  and  the  people  being  withdrawn  from  before  the 
foldiers,  mod  of  them  further  down  the  fireet,  he  turned 
his  gun  toward  them  and,  fi^ed  upon  them.  Immediately 
after  the  principal  firing,  I  law  three  of  the  people  fall 
down  in  the  ftreec  ;  preientfy  alter  the  lalt  gun  was 
fired  off',  the  laid  officer,  who  had  commanded  the 
foldiers  (as  above)  to  fire,  fprung  before  them,  waving 
his  fword  or  flick,  faicl,  Damn  ye,  rafeals,  what  did 
ye  fire  for,  and  firuck  up  the  gun  of  one  of  the  foldiers 
who  was  loading  again,  w Hereupon  they  teemed  con¬ 
founded,  and  fired  no  more.  I  then  went  up  behind 
them  to  the  right  wing,  where  one  of  the  people  was 
lying,  to  fee  whether  he  was  dead, where  there  were  four 
or  five  people  about  him,  one  of  them  faying,  he  was 
dead  •,  whereupon  one  of  the  foldiers^faid,  Damn  his 
blood  he  is  dead,  if  he  ever  fprawl  again  I  will  be 
damned  for  him,- — And  1  remember  as  the  f ah',  officer 
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was  o-oinp  down  with  the  foldiers  towards  the  Cuftom- 
houfe,  a  gentleman  fpoke  to  him  and  faid,  Capt.  Prefton , 
for  God’s  fake  keep  your  men  in  order  and  mind  what 
you  are  about.  And  further  I  lay  not. 

March  7,  1770.  WILLIAM  WYAT. 


I 


Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  13,  1770. 

William  Wyatt,  above  named,  after  due  examina¬ 
tion,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above  writ¬ 
ten  affidavit,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remem¬ 
brance  of  the  thing. 

Before  Ri.  Dana.  Juft,  of  Peace  and  of  the 
Quorum, 

John  Tudor,  Juft.  Peace. 

(No.  55.) 

Henry  Knox  of  lawful  age  tefiify  and  iay,  that  be¬ 
tween  nine  and  ten  o’clock  P.  IV1.  the  filth  inftantl 
faw  the  centry  at  the  Cuftom-houfe  charging  his  mui- 
ket  and  a  number  of  young  perfons  crofting  from  Royal 
Exchange  to  Quaker-lane  ;  feeing! him  load,  flopped 
and  afked  him  what  he  meant  ?  and  tola  oiheis,  die 
centry  was  going  to  fire.  They  then  huzza  d  and 
aathered  round  him  at  about  ten  feet  diftant  *,  I  then 
advancing  went  up  to  him,  and  the  centry  [napped  his 
piece  upon  them.  Knox  told  him,  if  he  fired,  he  died. 
The  centry  anfwered,  he  did  not  care,  or  words  to  that 
purpofe,  damning  them  and  faying,  if  they  touched  him, 
he  would  fire.  The  boys  told  him  to  fire  and  be 
damned..  Immediately  on  this  I  returned  to  the  reft 
of  the  people  and  endeavoured  to  ketp„every  boy  * 10111 
o-oino-  up,  but  finding  it  ineffectual,  went  off  through 
The  crowd  and  faw  a  detachment  of  about  eight  or  nine 
men  and  a  corporal  headed  by  Capt.  Prefton.  I  took 
Capt.  Prefton  by  the  coat,  and  told  him  for  God  s  lake 
to  take  his  men  back  again,  lor  if  they  fired  his  li  e 

mull  anfwer  lor  the  conlequence  •,  he  replied,  he  was 

lenuble 
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ienfibfc  of  .it,,  or  knew  what  he  was  about,  or  words 
to  that  purpoie;  and  feemed  in  great  hafte  and  much 
agitated.  IVkile  I  was  talking  with  Capt.  Prefton 
the  loldiers  o:  his  detachment  had  attacked  the  people 
'i-'-ydj  t/jerr  bayonets .  clhers  was  not  the  leaf  provocation 
given  to  Caps,  Prefton  or  his  party ,  the  backs  cf  the  people 
being  towards  them  when  they  were  attacked.  During 
the  time  of  the  attack  I  frequently  heard  the  words, 
Daren  year  b'oed ,  and  fitch  like  exprejjions.  When  Capt. 
Prefton  faw  his  party  engaged  he  directly  left  me,  and 
went  into  the  crowd,  and  I  departed.  The  deponent 
further  lays, that  there  was  not prejent  in  King-ftreet  above 
[evenly  or  eighty  people  at  the  extent ,  according  to.  his 
opinion.  HENRY  KNOX. 


Suffolk,  ff.  Rofton,  March  17,  1770. 

Henry  [Knox  above  named,  after  d»e  examination , 
rnaae  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above-written 
affidavit,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance 
cj  the  thing . 

Before  Ri.  Dana, Juft,  of  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum^ 
John  Hill.  Juft.  Peace. 

(No.  56.) 

Jh  Dvvard  Payne  of  Bofton,  merchant,  teftifies  and  fays, 
that  on  the  evening  of  the  fifth  inftant,  on  hearing 
the  bells  ring,  hefuppofed  there  was  fire,  but  on  going 
out  he  was  informed  there  was  not  any  fire,  but  a  riot 
cf  the  foldiers ,  and  that  the  foidiers  were  cutting  down 

Liberty-tree. - — That  he  went  into  King-ftreet, 

where  he  met  Mr.  Walker  the  Shipwright,  who  inform¬ 
ed  him,  that  the  foldiers  at  Smith’s  barracks  had  Rallied 
out  upon  (he  inhabitants,  and  had  cut  and  beat  a  number 

of  perfons ,  but  were  drove  back  to  their  barracks.— - - 

That  he  (the  deponent)  then  went  to  the  eaft  end  of  the 
Town-houfe,  where  he  heard  the  fame  report  from  di¬ 
vers  perfons. - That  whiift  he  ftood  there,  a  number 

of  perfons,  not  exceeding  twenty ,  fome  of  them  with 
flicks  in  their  hands,  came  up  the  lane  by  Siliby’s  into 
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Ivinrr-ftreet,  at  which  time  there  was,  as  near  as  he  can 
judge,  about  the  fame  number  in  Kingfireet,  when  a 
iad  came  up  from  the  Cuftom-houfe,  and  informed  the 
people,  that  the  centinel  there  had  knocked  down  a  lad 
belonging  to  their  (hop,  upon  which  the  people  moved 

that  way,  and  furrounded  the  centinel. - 1  hat  this 

deponent  then  went  home,  and  Hood  upon  the  ft  11  oi 
his  entry  door,  which  is  nearly  oppofite  to  the  ea:i  end 
of  the  Cuftom-houfe,  where  he  was  loon  joined  by  Mr. 
George  Bethune  and  Mr.Harrifon  Gray  ;  that  the  peo¬ 
ple  round  the  centinel  were  then  crying  out  Fire,  Fire, 
damn  you  why  don’t  you  Fire;  foon  after,  he  perceived 
a  number  of  foldiers  coming  down  towards  the^ccntiuel, 
with  their  arms  in  a  horizontal  pollute,  and  their  bayo¬ 
nets  fixed,  who  turned  the  people  from  before  the  Cuf¬ 
tom-houfe,  and  drew  up  beiore  the  door ;  the  po.  pi-, 
who  dill  remained  in  the  ftreet  and  about  the  foldiers, 
continued  calling  out  to  them  to  fire.  In  this  Ltoation 
they  remained  l'ome  minutes,  when  he  heard  a  gun 
fnap,  and  prefently  a  finglc  gun  filed,  anu  ioon  alter 
fevcral  others  went  off  one  after  another,  to  thenumber 
of  three  or  four,  and  then  heard  the  rammers  go  into 
the  guns  as  though  they  were  loading ;  immediately  af¬ 
ter  which  three  or  four  more  went  oil  in  the  lame  man¬ 
ner  ;  at  which  time  a  ball  palled  through  the  deponent’s 
right  arm,  upon  which  he  immediately  retired  into  the 
houfe.  That  at  the  time  of  the  centinel’s  being  fur- 
rounded,  and  at  the  time  of  the  firing,  it  appeared  to 
the  deponent,  that  there  were  from  fifty  to  an  hundred 
■per [one  in  the  Jireet,  and  not  more.  The  deponent  fur¬ 
ther  faith  not.  EDWARD  PAINE. 

<peft. Mr.  Payne  fubferibed  his  name  with  his  left  hand 
John  Amory. 

Suffolk,  ff.  Bolton,  March  21.  1770. 

Edward  Payne  abovenatned,  after  due  examina¬ 
tion ,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  aforejaid 
affidavit,  taken  to  perpetuate  tbs  remembrance 

cjfthe  thing. 

Before 
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Before  John  Ruddock,  Juftice  Peace  and  of  the 
Quorum, 

John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 

(No.  57.)  , 

JOhn  Gammell  of  lawful  age  teftifies  and  fays,  that 
foon  alter  the  bells  rang  on  Monday  evening  the  5th 
inftant,  he  ftood  by  the  Town-houfe,  and  faw  a  party, 
confiding  of  about  fifteen  or  fixteen  foldiers,  come  out 
of  the  main  guard,  and  a  ferjeant  or  corporal  ordered 
them  to  prime  and  load,  which  they  did,  and  a  detach¬ 
ment  of  about  fix  men  wiih  a  corporal  filed  off  to 
Williams’s  court,  as  was  Paid,  to  call  Captain  Prefton , 
and  the 'reft  to  the  Cnjlom-houfe  :  a  few  minutes  alter, 
they  took  their  poll  by  the  Cuftom-houfe,  the  depo¬ 
nent  went  down  and  law  them  pulhing  at  the  people 
with  their  bayonets. and  telling  them  to  ftand  off  or  they 
would  fire  upon  them  ;  the  people  laughed  at  them  ; 
and  told  them  they  dared  not  to  fire.  Not  long  after 
the  deponent  heard  the  word  Fire,  and  quickly  the 
man  on  the  right  wing  fired,  and  fuccellively  feveral 

more. - On  this  the  deponent  walked  off  through 

Quaker-lane.  And  further  faith  not. 

JOHN  GAMMELL. 
Suffolk,  ff  Bofton,  March  17,  1770. 

John  Gammell  above-named,  after  due  examina¬ 
tion,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above  affi¬ 
davit,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance  of 
the  thing . 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  Juft,  of  Peace  and  oftheQuorum* 
John  Hill,  Juft,  of  Peace. 


(No.  58.) 

I  Charlotte  Bourgate  of  lawful  age,  an  indented  fei*- 
vant  to  Edward  Manwaring,  Elq*,  being  at  my 
matter’s  lodgings  at  Mr.  Hudfon' s  at  the  north  end,  on 
the  night  of  the  horrid  maflacre  in  King  ftreet  of  the 

4th  inftant,  heard  the  bells  ring,  which  I  took  to  be 
5  1  ~  for 
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for  fire,  (about  half  an  hour  before  the  bells  rung  my' 
tn  after,  with  one  Mr.  Munroe ,  faid  they  would  go  to 
the  Cuftom-loufe  and  drink  a  glafs  of  wine)  then  1  went 
out,  there  being  nobody  in  the  hoitfe  that  I  knew  of,  but 
Mr  Httdfon  and  wife  -,  then  I  went  up  to  the  Cuftcnt- 
houfe  door  and  knocked,  when  a  young  man,  which  I 
have  fince  heard  was  named  Hammond  Green,  let  me 
in  and  locked  the  door,  when  1  laW  my  maftcr  etnd  Mr. 
Munroe  comedown  flairs,  and  go  into  a  room,  when 
four  or  five  men  went  up  flairs  pulling  and  having  me 
after  them,  and  laid.  My  good  boy  come  ,  when  I  was  car - 
tied  into  the  chamber,  there  was  but  one  light  tn  the  room, 
and  that  in  the  corner  of  the  chamber,  when  I  law  a  tall 
man  loading  a  gun  (then  I  fan  two  guns  in  the  rdom) 
my  mailer  not  being  in  the  chamber;  there  was  a  mini- 
for  of  gentlemen  in  the  room  :  alter  t lie  gun  was  loaded, 
the  tali  man  gave  it  to  me  and  told  me  to  fit  e,  and  la*  , 
He  would  kill  me  if  I  did  not-,  I  .told  him,  I  Would  not. 
He  drawing  a  f word  out  of  his  cane ,  told  me,  d  1  1 
not  fire  it,  he  would  run  it  through  my  guts.-  The  man 
putting  the  gun  out  or  the  Window,  it  being  a  httie 
open,"3/  firei  it  fide  way  up  the  llreet ;  the  tall  man 
then  loaded  the  gun  again  I  heard  the  balls  go  down. 
The  man  then  laid  it  on  the  window  again,  ami  toln 
me  to  ftre  it.  I  told  him,  1  would  not  fire  again  -,  he 
told  me  again,  He  would  run  me  through  the  guts  ijld.d 
net  -,  upon  which  1  fired  the  fame  way  up  the  llreet. 
After  I  fired  the  fecond  gun,  I faw  my  mafia  in  ire  >  oom  -, 
he  took  'a  gun  and  pointed  it  out  of  the  window  ;  1  heard 
the  run  °o  off-,  then  a  tall  man  came  and  clapped  me 
on  Shoulders  above  and  below  flairs,  and  laid  That’s 
my  good  boy.  I’ll  give  you  foifie  money  to  morrow. 
I  laid,  I  don’t  want  any  money.  1  here  ocmg  a  .'gat 
in  the  lower  room,  and  the  door  being  upon  the  jarr, 
1  faw  it  was  the  tall  man  that  clapped  me  on  the  inou.- 
def. ;  then  the  young  man,  Hammer.:.  Greer.,  let  me  out 
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01  the  door,  there  being  two  or  three  people  in  the  entry  % 
A  lien  I  got  out  of  thehoufe,  I  law  a  number  of  people 
in  the  facets,  and  I  ran  home  as  fail;  as  I  could,  and 
itt  up  an  night  in  my  mafter’s  kitchen.  And  further 
lay,  that  my  nuijlcr  licked  me  the  next  night  for  telling 
Mrs.  Waldron  about  his  firing  out  of  the  Cujlom-honfe. 
/hud  for  fair  t  bat  I  flooud  be  licked  cigciin ,  f  did  deny 
tnat  l  iaid  befoie  Juliice  fit  nicy,  which  I  am  very 
forty  for.  And  further  I  fay  not. 

his 

CHARLOTTE  $  BOURGATE. 

Mark. 

Attejl.  Elisha  Story. 

Edward  Crafts. 


Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  23.  1770. 

Cha  r  lei  teB  cur  gate  above-named ,  after  due  exami¬ 
nation,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above  af¬ 
fidavit ,  Edward  Manwaring ,  Ef quire ,  and 
'John  Munroe  above  named ,  were  notified  and 
prefent ,  and  interrogated  the  deponent .  Ta¬ 
ken  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance  of  the  thing. 
t  before,  John  Ruddock,  Juftice  Peace,  and  of  the 

Quorum, 

John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 

(No.  59.) 

Qlllam  Bafs  of  lawful  age  teftifies  and  fays,  that 
being  in  King-ftreet  on  Monday  night  the  5th  in- 
ftant,  after  nine  of  the  clock,  he  faw  about  an  hundred 
people  gathered  about  the  Cuftom-houfe ,  and  prefently 
Lame  a  party  of  armed  foldiers  with  bayonets  fixed  from 
the  main  guard,  keeping  on  the  fouth  fide  of  King- 
ftreet,  kill  they  came  nearly  oppofite  the  Cuftom-houfe* 
and  then  palled  over,  driving  through  the  people  in  fo 
rough  a  manner,  that  it  appeared  to  the  deponent  that 
they  intended  to  create  a  difturbance.  They  pofted 

themfel-ves 
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themfelves  between  the  Cuftom-houfe  door  and  the  weft 
corner  of  it  ;  and  in  a  few  minutes  began  to  fire  upon  the 
people .  Two  or  three  of  the  fl  a  flies  io  high  above  the 
reft,  that  the  deponent  verily  believes  they  mufl  have 
come  from  the  Cujlom-hQufe  windows  :  and  further  faith, 
that  he  obferved  no  violence  to  the  foldiers  at  or  before  the 
firing ,  or  to  the  Cuflom-houfe ,  by  the  people. 

GILLAM  BASS. 

Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  1 6,  1770. 

Gillam  Bafs  abovenamed ,  after  due  examination , 
made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above  affidavit , 
taken  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance  of  the 
thing. 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  Tuft  of  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum* 
John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 


(No.  60.) 

p  Enjamin  Alline  of  lawful  age  teftifies  and  fays, 
that  on  Monday  evening  the  5th  current,  hearing 
the  bells  ring  after  nine  o’clock,  he  came  into  King 
ftreet,  and  faw  the  Cuftom-houfe  centry  Handing  qui¬ 
etly  in  his  place.  About  four  or  five  minutes  alter  the 
boys  in  the  ftreet  came  up  near  to  him,  and  made  a 
noife,  on  which  the  foldier  returned  to  the  Cuftom- 
houle  fteps.  The  deponent  quickly  after  this  faw  the 
Cuflom-houfe  door  open .  and  the  centry  turn  that  way, 
and  foon  fhut  again.  The  centry  then  faced  the  boys, 
and  waved  his  gun  about  as  if  to  keep  them  off,  and 
in  a  few  minutes  eight  or  nine  foldiers  came  down  with 
an  officer  at  their  head,  and  placed  themfelves  round 
the  centry,  and  in  a  few  minutes  after,  he  heard  the 

O  2  word 
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word  Fire,  and  they  fired  in  face efji on,  one  after  the  ether. 
The  deponent  further  faith,  that  when  he  firft  arrivedat 
the  Cull om-houfe,  there  did  not  feem  to  be  more  than 
thirty  or  forty  people  round  it ,  moftly  boys,  and  they  of- 
fired  no  violence  as  he  obferved ,  only  making  a  noife  and 
huzzaing.  And  further  faith  not. 

BENJAMIN  ALLINE. 

Suffolk,  ff.  Bcfton,  March  17,  1770. 

Benjamin  Alline  above-named ,  after  due  exami¬ 
nation ,  made  oath  to  the i  truth  of  the  above ^ 
written  affidavit ,  taken  to  'perpetuate  the  re¬ 
membrance  of  the  thing. 

Before  Rr.  Dana,  juft.  Peace  and  pf  the  Quorum, 
John  Mill,  j u ft .  Peace . 


(No.  61.) 

T  Francis  Read  of  lawful  age  teftify,  that  on  Monday 
evening  the  5th  infraftt,  hearing  the  bells  ringing  in 
the  center  c.f  the  town,  I  came  into  King-ftreet  and 
found  near  an  hundred  people ,  mofily  boys ,  (landing 
round  at  about  7  or  8  yards  diftance  from  theCuftom- 
houfe,  before  which  flood  a  foldier  on  centry.  In  a 
few  minutes  1  favv  a  little  man  in  a  grey  furtout  with 
his  hair  efubb’d  open  the  Cufi  om-houfe  door  and  go  in , 
and  quickly  after  the  centry  went  to  fat d  door  then  a  little 
open ,  and  feemed  to  fpeak  with  fomebedy  in  the  houfe , 
after  which  the  door  was  flout,  and  the  centry  loaded 
his  piece  In  about  three  or  four  minutes  I  faw  a 
party  of  foldiers  come  down  from  the  main  guard 
with  an  officer,  which  were  polled  in  a  femicircle  from 
the  door  round  the  centry-box  to  the  fouth  weft  corner 
of  the  Cuftom-houfe.  About  five  or  fix  minutes  after 
'  '  they 
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they  vvere  pofted,  I  heard  the  word  fire  from  among 
ibefoldiers,  and  in  a  little  time  after  the  foldiers  fired-, 
fit  ft  one  pun,  then  another,  ibmetimes  two  at  once, 
j'li]  g  or  io  were  fired.  Carting  nay  eye?  about  a>tei 
the  firing  was  over,  I  faw  the  fmoke  of  two  di, [charges 
high  above  the  reft-,  on  this  I  left  the  place  And 

further  lay  no-..  &  vine  pvr  #n 


Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  20,  1770. 

Francis  Read  above-named,  after  due  exami¬ 
nation,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  afore- 
Jatd  affidavit,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  re- 
membrane e  of  the  thing. 

More  Jonv  Ruddock,  Juft.  Peace  and  of  the 
Quorum, 

And  Belcher  Noyes,  Juft.  Peace. 


(No.  62.) 

I  Dimond  Morton  of  lawful  age  teftify  and  fay, 
that  on  Monday  night  the  5th  inftant,  between  the 
hours  of  nine  and  ten  I  heard  the  cry  of  Fire  by  my 
houfe.  Immediately  I  ran  out  towards  the  town- 
houfe when  I  got  between  the  Old-Soutn  Meeting 
and  the  Old-Brick  Meeting,  I  met  feme  people,  they 
told  me  there  was  no  fire,  but  people  gathered  m 
King-ftreet  •,  immediately  I  left  them  and  came  towards 
the  town-houfe,  when  1  law  a  number  of  people  go 
round  the  Brazen-head  corner,  tome  crying  they  are 
this  way,  and  I  run  in  amongft  them,  and  came  down 
before  the  Cuftom-houfe,  and  there  l  taw  a  cenunel 
walking  backwards  and  forwards  before  the  cioor. 

i  °  OOOn 
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i;00n  afte,r  1  faw  tlie  centinel  retreat  back  upon  the 
f  <*ftom.houfe  door,  waving  his  bayonet 

he  cH-wl  '  3  ‘  tlleiWay  when  he  80t  on  the  (lone 
,  V.‘  , .  cartnd8c  to  load  his  gun  ;  whdfi  he  was 

jt.Hima  ins  gun,  I  iaw  Thomas  Greenwood,  a  waiter 
to  ‘he  commiflioners,  run  out  from  the  people  where  I 

*“■  T  ,,U"  "*  «n.Wl,  =„dPk„„ck Tthe 

1  or  the  cuftoms,  and  was  ldon  let  in  •  by  that 
tune  the  ceminel  had  his  gun  loaded.  The^  rhJ  peo- 

Ir.'imV  r°f'  °ar?  n?t  hre  ;  and  othl tsfaid.  Fire  and 
jr  dam"  d  ;T  l”en  the  h°ys  gave  two  or  th;ee  cheats. 

-  p  n^that  I  faw  Cap.  Prefion  marching  and  leading 
o w,?  J,  o,n  the  ma  n  guard  eight  or  ten  fcldiers ,  with 

tbtir&uns-  wh<-n  they 
1  -  ,li  nK’  ■  fo' lowed  them  down  to  the  Cufvom-houfe 

rv°,m.'nures  CaPc-  prefton  or  feme  other 
P  °‘oered  them  to  load,  which  they  did,  then  I 
went  towaros  Quaker-lane,  when  I  faw  the  flafli  of  a 
gun  from  tne  fcldiers  at  the  Cuftom-houfe,  and  a  man 
m!'i  ,  r'  n]C;  dle  §uns  being  repeatedly  fired,  I 

,  V  r0Utr  r!W  tWO  orthree  men  lay  down  on 

t  -n«-v-  ben  I  found  there  were  three  dead,  and 
num!xr  of  0'bers  wounded,  in  about  ten  or  fifteen 
minutes  afterwards,  I  faw  the  fcldiers  march  towards 
he  mam  guard- the  fnow  being  at  that  time  near  a 
&.r  ! ,LI/r. .  i  ‘  n,u  Norther  fay,  that  I  did  not  fee  any 
l'.L.7  . ?u  \°  i:c  cef;ti}2el  from  the  inhabitants  \  and 

Cf  toe  tlrre  tbe  ims  ™cre  fired  there  were  not  above 
A'...v  or  J  evenly  per  funs  ft  fading  before  the  Cuftomboufe 
door.— And  further  I  fay  not. 

DIMOND  MORTON. 


Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  17,  1770. 


Dunond  Morton  above-named,  after  due  exami¬ 
nation,  made  path  to  the  truth  of  the  above- 

written 
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written  affidavit,  taken  to  perpetuate  the 
remembrance  cj  the  thing. 


Before  Ri.Dana,  Juft,  of  Peace  and  of  the  Quo- 
ru  m, 

And  John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 


BE' 


(No.  6 3.) 

fnjamin  Frizel  of  Pownalborough,  in  the  county 
of  Lincoln,  mariner,  of  lawful  age,  teftifieih  and 
faith,  thac  in  the  evening  of  the  5th  day  of  March 
current,  going  to  Capt.  Jofeph  Henfhaw’s  at  theioutli 
part  of  Bofton,  in  his  way  thither,  under  Liberty-tree, 
exactly  at  eight  o’clock  of  laid  evening,  he  faw  there 
eleven  foldiers,  and  an  officer  met  them,  drefted  in  a 
blue  furtout  •,  upon  his  fpeaking  to  them,  they  appear¬ 
ed  very  fubmiftive,  the  officer  ordering  them  to  appear 
at  their  refpeflive  places  at  the  lime,  and  if  they  fhouL 
fee  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  or  any  other 
people  not  belonging  to  them,  with  arms,  clubs,  or 
any  other  warlike  weapons,  more  than  two  being  aL 
fembled  together,  to  order  them  to  Jicp ,  and  ajk  them 
their  bufinejs ,  anywhere  they  were  going  ;  if  they  re! ri¬ 
led  to  Hop,  or  tell  them  their  bufinefs,  or  feparate 
themfelves,  to  Jlop  them  with  their  firelocks,  and  alt 
that  Jhall  take  their  part :  after  giving  thefe  orders  die 
officer  went  oft  to  the  northward,  and  the  10L  1 
lout  h  ward  *,  upon  which  the  deponent  proceeded  about 
his  bufineis  as  far  as  Wheeler’s  point,  and  while  there, 
the  bell  rang  as  ufual  lor  fire,  and  he  with  others  ran 
to  the  town-houfe,  two  eng  nes  being  there  drawn,  tne 
men  attending,  left  them  on  the  welt  end  of  the  town- 
houfe,  and  going  with  others  into  King-ftreer,  wer 
flopped  by  two  centinels  of  the  main  guard,  and  jorbi 
to  pafs  on  their  peril,  and  fa:  J9  If  they  did  they  would 

fi  1  -  »• 
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fire  on  them  *,  but  one  man,  fomewhat  bolder  than  the 
reft,  laid,  as  the  bells  rang  for  fire,  and  all  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  town  had  good  right  to  pafs  through  any 
ftreet  or  lane  of  the  town,  he  fhould  pafs,  and  fhoul- 
dering  a  flick  he  had  in  his  hand,  went  forward  and 
was  followed  by  the  deponent  and  many  others  into 
King-ftreet,  the  deponent  taking  his  tlation  at  the  weft 
corner  of  the  houfe  now  called  the  Cuftom-houfe,  and 
between  the  corner  and  the  centry-box,  where  (landing 
about  two  or  three  minutes,  he  law  fix  or  feven  loi- 
diers  come  from  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  ftreet,  near 
to  the  head  or  opening  of  Royal  Exchange-lane,  where 
they  halted,  and  fome  of  them  fpoke  to  the  centry  at 
the  Cuftom-houfe  and  faced  about,  in  which  pofture 
they  flood  about  two  minutes,  and  in  that  time  he 
heard  nothing  faid  to  them ,  or  of  them ,  by  any  of  the 
inhabitants  \  but  heard  two  or  three  cheers  given  by 
the  people,  and  two  or  three  boatlwain’s  calls  piped, 
upon  the  laft  of  which  the  foldiers  began  their  fire ,  the 
deponent  (till  Handing  at  the  corner  of  the  Cuftom- 
houfe,  the  fir  ft  difcharge  being  only  one  gun,  the 
next  of  two  guns  upon  which  the  deponent  thinks  he 
faw  a  man  Humble  *,  the  third  difcharge  was  of  three 
guns,  upon  which  he  thinks  he  faw  two  men  fall,  and 
immediately  after  were  difcharged  five  gun's,  two  of 
which  were  by  foldiers  on  his  right  hand,  the  ether 
three,  as  appeared  to  the  deponent,  were  difcharged 
from  the  balcony  or  the  chamber -window  of  the  Cuftom- 
houfe,  the  fiafhes  appearing  on  the  left  hand  and  higher 
than  the  right  hand  fiafhes  appeared  to  be,  and  of 
which  the  deponent  was  very  fenfible,  although  his  eyes 
were  much  rurned  to  the  foldiers,  who  were  all  on  his 
jjaht  hand  ;  foon  after  this  the  deponent  faw  five  men 
on*  the  ground,  three  whereof  appeared  to  be  dead,  and 
the  other  two  to  be  ftruggling  for  the  fpace  of  two 

minutes  following  all  action  ceafed  ^  alter  which  the 

general 
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general  cry  was,  Let  us  pick  up  the  dead,  and  not  let 
the  foldiers  have  them  •,  and  thereupon  the  deponent 
a  {lifted  in  fupporting  and  fteadying  one  who  was 
wounded,  till  a  chair  was  brought  to  carry  him  off. 

BENJAMIN  FRIZEL. 
Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  22,  1770. 

Benjamin  Frizel  above-mentioned^  after  due  exa¬ 
mination,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  afore ■ 
fa  id  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remem¬ 
brance  of  the  Fhing, 

Before  John  Ruddock,  Juft.  Peace  and  of  the 
Quorum, 

And  John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 

(No.  64.) 

JEremiah  Allen  of  lawful  age  teftifies  and  fays,  that 
in  the  evening  of  the  fifth  day  of  March  current, 
being  at  about  nine  o’clock  in  the  front  chamber  in  the 
houfe  occupied  by  Col.  Ingeifol  in  King  ftreet^  he 
heard  fome  guns  fired,  which  occafioned  his  going  into 
the  balcony  of  the  Laid  houfe— that  when  he  was  in 
the  faid  balcony,  in  company  with  Mr.  William  Moli- 
neux  jun.  and  John  Simplon,  he  heard  the  dilcharge 
of  four  or  five  guns,  the  fla  flies  of  which  appeared  to 
be  to  the  weftward  of  the  centry-box;  and  immediate¬ 
ly  after,  he  the  deponent  heard  two  or  three  more 
guns,  and  favv  the  flafhes  thereof  tromout  oi  the  houfe 
now  called  the  Cufiom-houfe ,  as  tiiey  evidently  appear¬ 
ed  to  him,  and  which  he  the  laid  deponent  at  the  fame 
time  declared  to  the  aforeiaid  Molineux  and  Simpfon, 

t  *  «.  *  *.  •  •  ___  f  * 
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being  then  near  him,  faying  to  them,  at  the  fame 
time,  pointing  his  band  toward  the  Cuftom-houfe,  There, 
they  are  out  of  the  Cujiom-boufe.— And  further  the  de» 

ponent  faith  not. 

* 

JEREMIAH  ALLEN. 

k  J  i 

/ 

Suffolk,  ff 

The  above  named  Jeremiah  Allen  perfonally  ap¬ 
pearing,  and  being  carefully  examined ,  and 
duly  cautioned  to  tefiify  the  whole  truth ,  mak - 
eth  folemn  oath  to  the  fore-written  depofition 
by  him  jubjenbed ,  taken  to  perpetuate  thet  re¬ 
membrance  cj  the  thing. 

•  *  f 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  Tuff.  Peace  and  of  the  Quo= 
rum, 

John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 


.(N*  65.) 

TCSIAH  Simpfon  of  lawful  age  teftjfieth  and  faith? 
.  that  on  the  evening  of  the  5th  of  March  cun-ent, 
at  about  nine  of  the  clock  he  heard  a  bell  ringing  at 
the  fouch  part  of  the  town,  which  caufed  him  to  leave 
his  fhop  to  make  enquiry. — Soon  after  he  heard  that 
the  foldiers  had  role  upon  the  inhabitants  ;  that  when 
he  had  got  as  lar  as  paneuil  Hall,  feeing  a  number  of 
gentlemen  [landing  together,  the  deponent  made  up 
to  them,  and  aiked  them  what  the  difturbance  was  ; 
?hey  anfvvered  him,  that  two  young  men  had  been  abu- 
fed  by  the  foldiers — but  that  the  foldiers  had  no&v  re¬ 
journed  to  their  barracks  -  he  then  proceeded  with  a 

number 
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t  « 

dumber  of  others  up  Royal  Exchange-lane  :  at  th" 
head  of  the  lane  fome  of  the  perfors  with  him  cried 
but,  Here  is  a  foldier,  and  huzza’d  ;  imm  rdiately  the 
foldier  who  was  centry  near  to  the  box  before  the  Cut 
tom-houfe,  repaired  to  th t Clift om-koufe  door  at  which, 
with  the  knocker,  the  foldier  gave  three  very  hard 
ftrokes  ;  upon  w.  ich  fome  perfon  within  fide 
opened  the  door  and  fpoke  to  him  remarkably  fhort ,  and 
then  fh'ut  it  again*— The  foldier  then  directly  loaded 
his  gun,  knocking  the  breech  twice  hard  upon  the  ftone 
fteps  *,  at  the  lame  time  feven  loldiets  (as  the  deponent 
judges)  with  a  commanding  officer  came  and  cried* 
‘  Clear  the  wav,’  as  he  came  along,  then  forming  than 
into  a  half  circle,  ordered  them  to  load  :  the  deponent 
then  made  up  as  he  could  to  the  officer,  and  faid,  For 
God’s  fake  don’t  fire  upon  the  people  •,  he  made  h:m 
no  anfwer  :  then  turning  to  the  inhabitants  he  the  de¬ 
ponent  exprefieu  himfelfin  the  following  manner;  For 
God’s  fake  don’t  trouble  thefe  men,  lor  they  are  upon 
duty  and  will  (ire :  turning  about  to  the  Soldiers  he 
faw  them  making  up  to  the  inhabitants  with  their  bay¬ 
onets  fixed  (about  ten  feet  oft  )  directing  them  to  (land 
off,  attempting  to  drive  them  away  with  their  bayo¬ 
nets  :  then  he  withdrew  himlelf  to  the  other  fide  of 
the  way,  where  lceing  a  man  attempt  to  throw  a  club, 
he  begg’d  that  he  would  not;  adding, that  if  he  did  the 
foldiers  would  fire,  and  he  oid  not  :  the  deponent  then 
Handing  by  Warden  and  Vernon’s  fhop  on  the  loutli 
fide  of  King  ftreet,  with  his  back  to  the  loldiers,  im¬ 
mediately  after  heard  the  word  prefent  ;  at  which  word 
he  ftooped  down. — A  little  (pace  ol  time  enfued,  anci 
then  he  heard  the  words,  Damn  you,  fire  ;  the  found  of 
which  words  teemed  to  proceed  from  the  left  of  ail 
the  foldiers,  and  very  near  the  centry-box  ;  upen  this 
order  he  judged  two  guns  were  difeharged,  end  im¬ 
mediately  three  more,  and  then  two  more  ;  one  of  the 
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two 
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two  iaft  guns  went  about  five  or  fix  inches  over  the 
deponent’s  back  *,  after  which  he  fcood  up,  and  another 
gun  was  difcharged,  which  wounded  one  Robert  Pat- 
terfon  in  the  arm,  and  the  blood  was  fprinkled  upon 
the  deponent’s  hand  and  waiftcoat:  after  the  firing  the 
deponent  faw  four  perfons  drop  *,  then  looking  towards 
the  foldiers  the  deponent  faw  them  making  towards  the 
inhabitants  with  their  fixed  bayonets  \  upon  which  he  re¬ 
tired  down  Quaker- lane,  and  went  round  into  the  main 
ftreet  homewards,  where  he  met  a  number  of  people 
going  up  Royal  Exchange-lane — from  thence  he  reti¬ 
red  home. 

JOSIAH  SIMPSON. 

The  deponent  further  faith,  'That  he  is  fatisfied  there 
was  not  more  than  70  or  80  people  in  King- fir eet,  who  of¬ 
fered  no  violence  to  the  foldiers  or  to  any  other  perfons3 
nor  threatened  any. 

JOSIAH  SIMPSON. 
Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  1 6th,  1770. 

Jofiah  Simpfon  above-named ,  after  due  exami¬ 
nation,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  afore- 
written  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the 
remembrance  of  the  thing . 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  Juft,  of  the  Peace  and  of  the 
Quorum, 

John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 


(N‘p.  66, 
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I  John  Wilfon  of  lawful  age  teftify,  that  on  Monday 

1  evening  the  5th  current,  1  was  at  Mr  Burden’s  at 

1  1  1  ~L~  bells  - 
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the  head  of  Long-lane,  and  heard  the 
and  fire  cried,  and  thereupon  went  in  company  with 
others  to  King-ltreet,  and  law  no  dilturbance  them; 
hearing  the  bells  ftill  ringing,  I  afked  what  was  the 
matter  ?  The  people  faid  the  ibldiers  had  infulted  t..e 
inhabitants,  on  which  I  went  to  Cornhill,  wheie  the 
buftle  had  been,  and  found  no  ioldiers  there  ;  then 
I  came  down  King-ftreetoppofite  the  Cuftom-houfc.ana 
faw  a  man  with  a  light-coloured  furtout  coming  from 
the  main-guard  go  up  to  the  centry,  and  lay  his  hand 
on  his  fhoulder,  and  fpeak  fome  words  to  tne  centry, 
and  then  enter  the  C  Jlotn-houje  door.  On  this  the  cen¬ 
try  "rounded  the  breech  of  his  gun,  took  out  a  cart- 
rid"?  primed  and  loaded,  and  fhouldered  his  firelock, 
After  this  1  drew  back  oppofite  Mr.  Stone’s,  and  in  a 
few  minutes  faw  a  party  ot  Ioldiers  headed  by  an  of¬ 
ficer,  coming  down  from  the  main-guard,  crying 
to  ’the  inhabitants,  Damn  you ,  make  way,  you: 
boozers  f  1  not  moving  from  my  place  was  liruoc 
by  one  of  them  on  the  hip  with  the  butt  of  his 
mufquet,  which  bruifed  me  fo  much  that  it  was 
next  day  very  fore  and  much  difcoloured.  The  ojfi- 
ecr  feeing  the  foldier  llrike  me,  faid  to  the  lol- 
dier  in  an  angry  manner,  Why  don’t  you  prtek  toe 
loogers?  The  party  drew  up  before  the  Cuftom-houie 
door,  and  ranged  to  the  weft  corner  in  a  half  circle, 
and  charged  their  pieces  breaft  high.  Some  ima j. 
boys  coming  up  made  a  noife  to  the  ioldiers,  on  w  hie  it 
the  tjficer  laid  to  them.  Id  by  don  t  you  fire  ?  Damn sou 
hre\  They  hereupon  fired,  and  two  men  re. I  d-  ad 

ill 
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in  my  fight.  _  I  then  left  the  place,  and  went  over  the 
Inert  and  aflifted  Paterfon  the  wounded  man  in  o-et-' 
ting  home.  The  deponent  further  faith,  that  when 
he  got  into  King-ftreet  he  faw  no  body  but  the  ceritry 
walking  backwards  and  forwards  by  the  Cuftom-houfe, 
and  then  went  to  Cornliill  as  above  ;  and  at  the  time 
oi  bring  lie  verily  believes  there  were  not  above  fifty 
per  fans  in  the  ftreet  near  the  Cuftom-houfe ,  the  fnow 
being  at  that  time  near  a  foot  deep.  And  further  I  fay 
not. 

JOHN  WILLSON. 

Suffolk,  lT.  Boffon,  March  19,  1770. 


John  Willfoti  above-named ,  after  due  examina¬ 
tion,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above - 
written  affidavit,  taken  to  perpetuate  the 
remembrance  of  the  thin?. 

J  o 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  Juft,  of  the  Peace,  and  of’ 

the  Quorum 

And  Jo Hft  Hill,  Juft,  of  the  Peace,' 


(No.  67.) 

QEORGE  Cofter  of  the  Bay  of  Bulls,  in  the 
Hand  of  Newfoundland,  mariner,  of  lawful  age, 
teftifieth  and  faith,  that  being  in  Bofton  about  nine 
of  the  clock  in  the  evening  of  the  5th  day  of  March 
current,  he  the  deponent  was  Handing  in  King-ftreet, 
near  the  middle  of  the  faid  ftreet,  and  while  there 
Handing  among  a  large  number  of  other  people,  in 
about  live  or  fix  minutes  after  he  ftopt,  he  heard  the 
word  of  command  given  to  the  foldiers,  Fire ,  upon 
which  one  gun  was  fired,  which  did  no  execution  as 

the 
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the  deponent  obferved  •,  about  half  a  minute  after 
two  guns ,  one  of  which  killed  one  Samuel  Gray ,  a 
rope-maker ,  the  ether  a  molatto  man ,  between  which 
two  men  the  deponent  flood  ;  after  this  the  deponent 
heard  the  dif charge  of  four  or  five  guns  more  by  the 
Soldiers  ♦,  immediately  after  which  the  deponent  heard 
the  difeharge  of  two  guns  or  pifiols  from  an  open  win¬ 
dow  of  the  middle  fiory  of  the  Cufiom-houfe ,  near  to  the 
place  where  the  centry  box  was  placed ,  and  being  but 
a  fmall  diftance  from  the  window,  he  heard  the  people 
from  within  lpeak  and  laugh,  and  foon  after  he  law 
the  cafement  lowered  down  ;  after  which  the  deponent 
affifted  others  in  carrying  off  one  of  the  corps. 

hlS 

GEORGE  V.  t  COSTER. 

Mark. 


Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  16,  1770. 

k  • 

George  Cofier  above-named ,  after  due  examina - 
tion,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above- 
written  afiidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the 
remembrance  of  the  thing. 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  Juft,  of  the  Peace,  and  of 

the  Quorum, 

John  Hill,  Juft,  of  the  Peace. 


(No.  68.) 

1 

CAMUEL  Drowne  of  Bofton,  of  lawful  age,  tefti- 
^  fieth  and  faith,  that  about  nine  of  the  clock  of  the 
evening  of  the  fifth  day  of  March  current,  Handing 
at  his  own  door  in  Cornhill,  faw  about  fourteen  or 

fifteen 
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fifteen  foldiers  of  the  29th  regiment,  who  came  from 
Murray’s  barrack,  forne  of  whom  were  armed  with 
naked  cutlajfcs ,  J  words ,  or  bayonets,  others  with  clubs , 
jire  jheve Is,  cr  tongs ,  and  came  upon  the  inhabitants  of 
the  town  then  fianding  cr  walking  in  Corn  hill,  and 
abufed  feme ,  and  violently  ajfaulted  others  as  they 
met  them,  moil  of  whom  were  without  Jo  much  as  a 
Jltck  in  their  bands  to  defend  them] 'elves,  as  the  depo¬ 
nent  very  clearly  could  difeern,  it  being  moon-light, 
and  himielf  being  one  of  the  a  (faulted  perfons.  All 
or  moil  of  the  laid  foldiers  he  faw  go  by  the  way  of 
Cornhiil,  Crooked-lane,  and  Royal  Exchange-lane 
into  King-ftreet,  and  there  followed  them,  an^  boon 
< covered  them  to  be  quarrelling  and  fighting  with 
the  people  whom  they  faw  there,  which  the  deponent 
thinks  were  not  more  than  a  dozen  when  the  loldiers 
came  there  fir  ft,  armed  as  aforefaid  •,  of  thofe  dozen 
people  the  rncfl  of  them  were  gentlemen ,  ftanding  to¬ 
gether  a  little  below  the  town-houfe  upon  the  Exchange. 
At  the  appearance  of  thofe  foldiers  fo  armed,  the 
moil  of  the  twelve  perfons  went  off,  forne  of  them 
being  firft  ajfaulted  \  after  which  the  laid  foldiers 
were  obferved  by  the  deponent  to  go  towards  the 
main-guard,  from  whence  were  at  the  fame  time 
iffuing  and  coming  into  King-ftreet  five  foldiers  of 
laid  guard  and  a  corporal  armed  with  firelocks ,  who 
called  out  to  the  fore-mentioned  foldiers  armed  with 
cutlaffes,  Kc.  and  faid  to  them.  Go  a  wav :  on  which 
t  iey  ciiperfed  and  went  out  of  King-ftreet,  forne  one 
way  and  forne  another.  By  this  time  were  collected 
together  in  King-ftreet  about  two  hundred  people,  and 
then  the  deponent  flood  upon  the  fteps  of  the  Ex¬ 
change  tavern,  being  the  next  houfe  to  the  Cuftom- 
houie,  and  loon  after  faw  Captain  Pretlcn ,  whom  he 
well  knew ,  with  a  number  of  foldiers  armed  with 
firelocks ,  drawn  up  near  the  weft-corner  of  the 

C  uftom- 


[  121  ] 

Cuftom-houfe ;  and  at  that  inflant  the  deponent 
thinks  fo  great  a  part  of  the  people  were  dilperfed 
at  the  fight  of  the  armed  foldiers,  as  that  not  more 
than  twenty  or  thirty  remained  in  King-ftreet  * ;  thofe 
who  did  remain  being  moftly  failors,  and  other  per- 
fons  meanly  dreft,  called  out  to  the  armed  foldiers, 
and  dared'  them  to  fire  *,  upon  which  the  deponent 
heard  Captain  Prefton  fay  to  the  foldiers ,  Damn  your 
bloods ,  why  don't  'yon  fire  ?  the  foldiers  not  regarding 
■thofe  words  of  their  captain,  he  immediately  laid, 
Imre  ,  upon  which  they  fiied  nregularly,  pointing 
their  guns  varioufiy  in  a  part  of  a  circle  as  they  ftood. 
During  the  time  of  the  foldiers  firing,  the  deponent 
faw  the  flajhes  of  two  guns  fired  from  the  Cuftom-houfe, 
one  of  which  was  out  of  a  window  of  the  chamber 
weftward  of  the  balcony ,  and  the  other  ft  om  the  bal¬ 
cony  ;  the  gun  which  he  clearly  difeerned  being  pointed 
through  the  ballifters,  and  the  perfon  who  held  the  gun 
in  a  ftooping  pofture,  withdrew  himfelf  into  the  heufe , 
having  a  handkerchief  or  feme •  kind  of  cloth  over  his 
face.  After  this  the  deponent  affifted  in  carrying  off 
the  dead  and  wounded,  as  foon  as  the  foldiers  would 
permit  the  people  fo  to  do,  for  at  firft  they  were 
cruel  enough  to  obfinift  the  carrying  them  off. 

SAMUEL  DRGWNE. 


*  Mr.  Browne  %j.  thdre  were  coiieScd  toother  in  Kirg- 
ftreet  about  two  hundred  perfons,  and  that  at  the  hg  to  t  e 
armed  foldiers  they  fo  lar  difperfed,  that  not  more  than  twenty 

or  thirty  retrained  in  King-ftreet.  .  c  , 

This  circumftance  accounts  for  the  diverfity  in  iome  of  the 
depositions,  with  regard  to  the  number  of  perfons  in  King-Ureet 
about  that  time;  fuch  depefitions  probably  referring  to  different 

moments. - Moments,  becaufe  the  whole  difturbahce  in  King- 

ilreet,  from  its  beginning  to  the  firing,^  continued  but  a  ihort 

fpace  of  time.  Suffolk, 
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Suffolk,  fl.  Bofton,  March  1 6,  1770. 

^lhe  before-named  Samuel  Drowne  p  erf  on  ally 
appearing ,  and  being  car  fully  examined ,  and 
duly  cautioned  to  teftify  the  whole  truth , 
maketh  folemn  oath  to  the  fore-written  depo - 
ft  ion  by  him  fubf embed,  taken  to  perpetuate 
the  remembrance  of  the  thing . 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  Juft,  of  the  Peace  and  of  tlie 

Quorum, 

John  Hill,  Juft,  of  the  Peace. 


(No.  69.) 

1  Robert  Patterfon  of  lawful  age  teftify  and  fay, 
that  on  Monday  night  the  5th  current,  being  at 
Captain  M‘Neili’s  at  the  North* End,  heard  the  bells 
ring  and  fire  cried.  I  immediately  ran  till  I  o-ot 
into  Royal  Exchange-lane,  it  being  about  a  quarter 
after  nine  o’clock.  I  law  a  number  of  people  in  the 
lane ;  I  afked  what  was  the  matter,  they  told  me, 
that  the  foldiers  were  going  to  kill  all  the  inhabitants. 
1  immediately  went  through  the  Jane,  and  ftood  in 
the  middle  01  Ring-ftreet  about  ten  or  eleven  minutes 
(the  centinel  then  Handing  leaning  againft  his  box) 
when  I  law  an  officer  with  ieven  or  eight  foldiers 
coming  from  the  main-guard,  clearing  the  way  with 
their  guns  or  bayonets,  go  below  the  centinel  box, 
and  turn  up  and  place  tliemfelves  around  it,  facing 
the  people  Handing  oppofite  Royal  Exchange-lane  > 
when  I  law  a  man  with  a  light-coloured  furtout  at 
the  Cuftom-houfe  door ,  the  door  being  wide  open ,  there 
fending  with  his  fhoulder  againft  the  fide;  then  1 
beard  the  officer  order  the  foldiers  to  load ,  which  they 

did ; 
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did-  after  that  I  heard  the  people  fay.  Damn  you, 
why  don’t  you  fire.  In  about  a  minute  after,  1  heaid 
the  word  fire  (but  from  whom  I  cannot  lay)  wincu 
the  foldiers  did.  Looking  round  I  faw  three  m:n  lay 
dead  on  the  /now  the  Jnow  being  at  that  tuns  near a 
foot  deep.  Immediately  they  loaded  again.  The 
people  then  gave  three  cheers,  and  cried  out,  Lets 
ao  in  upon  them  and  prevent  their  firing  again ;  upon 
which  they  put  on  their  hats  and  advanced  towards 
them:  my  hand  being  raifed  to  put  on  my  ia  ’  .  , 

advancing  towards  the  foldiers,  the  centinel  up  j»itb 
his  run  and  fired ,  the  balls  going  through  my  lower 
right  arm ,  my  hand  immediately  palling,  and  fine  ing 
rnyfelf  wounded,  made  the  belt  of  my  way  home 
with  help.  And  further  I  fay  noc. 

his 

fefi.  Eliflra  Story.  ROBERT  x  PATTERSON- 

Mark. 


Suffolk,  IT.  Bofton,  March  20,  1770. 


Robert  Patterfon  above-named ,  after  due  exa¬ 
mination,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the 
aforefaid  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the 
remembrance  of  the  thing. 


Before 


John  Ruddock,  Juft,  of  the  Peace,  and 

of  the  Quorum, 

John  Hill,  Juft,  of  Peace. 


(No,  70.) 


r^ATO,  a  negro  man,  fervant  to  Tutlul  Hubbart, 
C  £fq-  bein<r  of  lawful  age  teftifies  and  lays,  that 
on  Monday  evening  the  fifth  of  March  current,  on 

(<L2 
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fiis  hearing  the  cry  of  fire,  he  ran  into  King-flreet, 
\\here  he  Jaw  a  number  of  people  aflembled  before 
the  Cuftom-houfe  ;  that  he  ftood  near  the  centry-box 
ancr  faw  the  foldiers  lire  on  the  people,  who  ftood  in 
the  middle  or  faid  flreet  •,  direftly  after  which  he  faw 
two  flafhes  of  guns,  one  quick  upon  the  other,  from 
the  chamber-window  of  the  Cuftom-houfe  ;  and  that 
after  the  filing  was  all  over,  while  the  people  were 
carrying  aw^ay  the  dead  and  wounded,  he  faw  the 
Cuftom-houfe  door  opened ,  and  fever al  foldiers  (one 
of  whom  had  a  cutlafs)  go  into  the  Cuftom-houfe  and 
Jhut  the  door  after  them  ;  that  before  the  foldiers 
hred,  he  heard  a  voice,  faying,  Damn  you ,  why 
don't  you  fire  ?  but  did  not  fee  wrho  it  was. 


¥eft.  John  Edwards.  CATO  (c. 

Mark. 

Suffolk,  If  Bofton,  March  1 6,  1770. 

The  above-named  Cato ,  after  careful  examina ■? 
t*on ,  made  oath  to  tbe  truth  of  the  above- 
written  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  re - 
membrance  of  the  thing. 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  Juft,  of  the  Peace,  and  of 

the  Quorum, 

John  Hill,  Juft,  of  the  Peace. 

A  4  « 


(No.  71.) 

IQAniel  Uiher  of  lawful  age  teftifies  and  fays, 
that  coming  into  King-ftreet  about  half  after 
pme  o  clock  on  Monday  evening  the  fifth  current,  he 

faw 
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faw  feveral  perfons,  moftly  young  folks,  gathered 
between  the  Town-houfe  and  coffee-houfe,  fome  of 
whom  were  talking  to  the  centinel  at  the  Commif- 
fioners  or  Cuftom-houfe-,  after  fome  time  the  boys, 
at  a  diftance,  began  to  throw  light  fnow-balls  at  him, 
which  he  feemed  much  enraged  at,  and  went  on  to 
the  Cuftom-houfe  fteps,  where  he  appeared  to  have 
charged  his  gun,  giving  it  a  heavy  ftamp  upon  the 
door-ftep,  as  if  to  force  down  the  lead,  and  then 
fwore  to  the  boys,  if  they  came  near  him  he  would 
Mow  their  brains  out.  About  ten  minutes  after  this, 
the  deponent  faw  Captain  PreJlon  leading  f even  or 
eight  men  from  towards  the  ‘Town-houfe ,  *and  placed 
than  between  the  Cuftom-houfe  door  and  the  centinel- 
box.  About  four  or  five  minutes  after  they  were 
polled,  the  fnow-balls  now  and  then  coming  towards 
the  foldiers,  the  Captain  commanded  them  to  fire  -, 
upon  this  one  gun  quickly  went  off ,  and  afterwards 
he  faid ,  fire  by  alb  means!  others  fucceeding,  and 
the  deponent  being  utterly  unarmed,  to  avoid  fur¬ 
ther  danger,  went  up  round  the  Town-houfe  till  the  fray 
was  over.  And  further  faith  not. 

DANIEL  USHER. 

Suffolk,  ff.  March  16,  1770. 

The  above-named  Da  del  Ujher  perfonally  ap¬ 
pearing. ,  and  being  carefully  examined ,  and 
duly  cautioned  to  teftify  the  whole  truth , 
makelh  folemn  oath  to  the  fore-written  depo- 
fition  by  him  fubferibed ,  taken  to  perpetuate 
the  remembrance  of  the  thing. 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  Juft,  of  the  Peace,  and  of 

the  Quorum, 

John  Hill,  juft,  of  the  Peace. 

'  (No.  72.) 
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1  Robert  Goddard  of  lawful  age  teflify  and  declare, 
that  on  Monday  evening  the  5th  inftant,  between 


the  hours  of  nine  and  ten  o'clock,  being  at  my 
houfe  at  Wheeler’s  Roint,  1  heard  the  cry  of  fire  \  i 
ran  out,  and  came  through  Long-lane  into  King- 
ftreet,  right  up  to  the  north- weft  fide  of  the  Town- 
houfe :  when  I  got  there,  I  faw  a  number  of  gentle¬ 
men  (landing  and  talking,  and  heard  them  fay,  that 
there  was  a  man  (tabbed  through  the  arm,  and  that 
it  was  very  hard  that  the  people  could  not  pafs  the 
ftreets  without  being  {tabbed.  Immediately  after,  I 
heard  fome  people  cry  out  for  abidance.  I  then  went 
down  into  King-ftreet,  and  in  going  down  overtook 
an  officer  (as  I  thought)  with  eight  or  nine  foldiers 
with  bayonets  charged  bread  high,  the  officer  holding 
a  naked  cutlafs  in  his  hand ,  /winging  and  calling,  ft  and 
cut  of  the  wav,  and  the  foldiers  curfing  and  damning^ 
and  pufhing  their  bayonets  to  clear  the  way.  They 
went  down  to  the  Cuftom-houfe,  and  placed 
themfelves  juft  above  the  centinel  box  the  officer  then 
ordered  the  foldiers  to  place  themfelves,  which  they 
did,  in  a  half  circle  -,  with  that  the  boys  came  up  near 
to  the  foldiers  (ftanding  as  before) :  the  officer  then 
faid.  Boys,  go  off,  left  there  be  fome  murder  done ; 
with  that  the  boys  removed  back  a  little  diftance, 
throwing  {now-balls,  the  foldiers  pufhing  them  with 
their  bayonets,  faying.  Damn  you,  fiand  off  \  with  that 
the  boys  went  forward  again,  and  a  man  with  a  naked 
cutlafs  in  his  hand,  who  appeared  to  be  the  command¬ 
ing  officer  (as  before)  gave  the  word  fire,  immediately 
a  <TUn  o-oing  off  upon  the  left  of  me  1  faw  a  man  like 
a  failor° go  up  to  the  commander,  and  ftrike  him  upon 
the  left' arm-,  immediately  he  the  faid  officer  [aid. 

Think 
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Think  I’ll  be  ufcd  in  this  manner;  damn  you,  fire ^ 
which  they  did ,  one  after  another.  After  they  had 
all  fired,  ordered  them  to  prime  and  load,  again  ; 
after  that  lie  ordered  his  men  in  the  middle  of  the 
ftreet,  and  told  them  to  dear  their  way  with  their 
bayonets  breaji  high  ;  with  that,  looking  round,  I  faw 
four  men  lay  dead  on  the  fnow,  the  [now  being  at  that 
time  near  a  foot  deep\ then  I  went  and  helped  the  molat- 
.to  man  who  was  (hot  into  Mr.  Stone’s  houfe.  After 
we  got  him  in  there,  I  faw  him  give  one  gafp  ;  I  then 
opened  his  bread,  and  faw  two  holes,  one  in  each 
bread,  where  the  balls  had  entered  ;  after  that  went 
to  the  door,  and  looked,  and  faw  the  foldiers  ftanding 
in  the  middle  of  the  dreet,  and  faw  two  gentlemen 
talking  with  the  officers  and  foldiers.  Prefently  after 
went  to  fee  the  molatto  again  ;  and  returned  back  into 
the  dreet,  faw  all  the  foldiers  at  the  main-guard  houfe 
cut ,  with  their  bayonets  charged  breaji  high  ;  with  that, 
going  home  through  Quaker-lane  into  Long-lane, 
about  the  middle  of  the  lane  faw  two  foldiers,  who 
told  me  to  Jland  out  of  the  way ,  or  elfe  they  would  flab 
me.  I  immediately  got  out  of  the  way,  and  made 
the  bed  of  my  way  home.  And  further  fay,  that  the 
grand  jury  defired  me  to  go  and  fee  whether  I  fhould 
know  the  officer  again  ;  one  of  them  going  with  me, 
I  went  up,  and  when  I  came  to  the  gaol,  I  faw  feveral 
people  in  the  room  with  him.  The  gentleman  of  the 
grand  jury  (who  went  up  with  me)  afked  me  which 
was  the  man,  I  told  him  that  that  gentleman  (pointing 


to  Captain  Prejlon)  looked  very  much  like  the  man. 


<x 


nd  I  verily  believed  he  was  the  man  that  ordered  the 
foldiers  to  fire .  Don’t  you  lay  fo,  fays  he;  yes,  Sir, 
faid  I,  you  look  very  much  like  the  man.  If  you  fay 
fo,  faid  he,  clapping  his  hands,  I  am  ruined  and  un¬ 
done*  And  further  fay,  that  at  the  time  of  firing, 

there 
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there  was  hut  about  fifty  or  fatty  perfons ,  moftly  boys , 
in  King-free t. 

ROBERT  GODDARD. 

Suffolk,  IT.  Rofton,  March  22,  1770. 

Robert  Goddard  afore-named ,  after  due  ex¬ 
amination ,  oath  to  the  truth  of  the 

aforefaid  affidavit ,  /<?  perpetuate  the 

remembrance  of  the  thing . 

Before  John  Ruddock,  Juftice  of  the  Peace,  and 

of  the  Quorum, 

John  Hill,  Juftice  of  the  Peace. 


(No.  73.) 

I  John  Hick  ling  being  of  lawful  age  teftify  and  fay, 
that  on  Monday  the  5th  day  of  March  1770,.  re¬ 
turning  from  New  Rofton  in  the  evening  between  the 
hours  of  nine  and  ten  o’clock,  I  heard  a  noife  and  the 
cry  of  fire  in  King-ftreet,  and  inquiring  the  caufe,  was 
informed  the  foldicrs  intended  to  fire  on  the  inhabitants  \ 
immediately  proceeding  to  the  place,  I  faw  eight  or 
nine  foldiers  with  fixed  bayonets  charged  bread:  high, 
(landing  in  a  circular  manner  at  the  corner  of  the 
Cuftom-houfe,  and  an  officer  (landing  before  them  at 
the  end  of  the  bayonets,  between  the  foldiers  and  the 
inhabitants  :  I  faw  but  a  few  fattening  people ,  fuppofed 
to  be  about  thirty  in  the  fired  before  them  at  that  time , 
and  therefore  was  at  a  lofs  for  the  reafon  of  fuch  an 
appearance  ;  going  to  the  officer  I  found  a  young  man 
named  Blifs  talking  with  him,  I  inquired  his  name  of 
Blifs,  who  informed  me  that  it  was  Prefion.  At  that 
inf  Ian  t  Mr.  Richard  Palmes  came  up  and  afked  the 

officer. 


G 
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officer,  if  he  intended  to  lire  upon  the  people  ?  he 
anlwered,  by  no  means ;  Palmes  afked  if  the  guns 
were  loaded  .p  Prefton  anfwered  in  the  affirmative. 


Palms  further  afked,  with  powder  and  ball  ?  Prefton 
anfwered  they  were.  Pke  foldiers  during  this  conver- 
fation  affumed  different  pokures,  Jhcving  their  bayonets 
frequently  at  ib  people,  one  in  particular  pnfhing  a  gain  ft 
my  fide,  fw  ore  he  would  ru:i  me  through  •,  I  laid  hold  of 
his  bayonet  and  told  him,  that  nobody  was  going  to 
meddle  with  them.  Not  more  than  ten  feconds  after 
this,  I  faw  femething  white  rei ambling  a  piece  of 
fnow  or  ice  fall  among  the  foldiers,  which  knocked 
the  .  end  of  a  firelock  to  the  ground  *,  at  that 
inftent  the  word  fire  was  given,  but  by  whom  I 
know  not ;  but  concluded  it  did  net  come  from 
the  officer  aforefaid,  as  I  was  within  a  yard  of  him, 
and  muft  have  heard  him  had  he  fpoke  it  ;  lut 
am  fatisfied  faid  Prefton  did  net  forbid  them  to  fire  *,  I 
inftantly  leaped  within  the  foldiefis  bayonet  as  I  heard 
him  cock  his  gun,  which  that  moment  went  off  be¬ 
tween  Mr.  Palmes  and  myfelf.  I  thinking  there  was 
nothing  but  powder  fired,  flood  Hill,  till  upon  the 
other  fide  of  Mr.  Palmes,  and  clofe  to  him,  I  faw 
'another  gun  fired,  and  the  man  fmee  called  A  trucks 
fall.  I  then  withdrew  about  two  or  three  yards,  and 
turning  faw  Mr.  Palmes  upon  his  knee,  and  the  foldiers 
puffing  at  him  with  their  bayonets  :  during  this  the 
reft  of  the  guns  were  fired,  one  after  another,  when  I 
faw  two  more  fall ;  I  ran  to  one,  and  feeing  the  blood 
guff  out  of  his  head,  tho5  juft  expiring,  I  felt  for  the 
wound,  and  found  a  hole  as  big  as  my  hand  ;  this  L 
have  fince  learned  was  Mr.  Gray.  I  then  went  to 
Attucks,  and  found  him  gaiping,  pulled  his  head  out 
of  the  gutter  and  left  him;  I  returned  to  the  foldiers 
and  afked  them,  what  they  thought  of  them! elves, 
and  whether  they  did  not  defer ve  to  be  cut  to  pieces, 
to  lay  men  wallowing  in  their  blood  in  inch  a  manner  ? 
.  ‘  •  R  they 


/ 
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they  anfwered ,  God  damn  them ,  they  Jhould  have  flood 
cut  of  our  way.  The  ioldiers  were  then  loading  their 
mulkets,  and  told  me  upon  my  peril  not  to  come  any 
nearer  to  them.  J  further  declare ,  that  I  heard  no 
other  affront  given  them  than  the  huzzaing  andwhifl- 
ling  of  boys  in  the  ftrect. 

JOHIN  HIKLING. 

Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  16,  1770. 

dfhe  above  named  John  Hickling  perfonally  ap¬ 
pearing,  and  being  carefully  examined  and 
duly  cautioned  to  teftify  the  whole  truth , 
maketh  folemn  oath  to  the  fore-written  depo- 
fition  by  him  fubferibed,  taken  to  perpetuate 
the  remembrance  of  the  thing . 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  Juftice  of  the  Peace,  and  of 

the  Quorum, 

John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 

(No.  74.) 

TObadiah  Whifton  of  lawful  age  teftify  and  fay, 
that  on  the  evening  of  the  5th  inftant,  being  at  a 
houfe  in  Pond-lane,  on  hearing  the  bells  ring,  ran 
towards  King-ftreet,  and  in  going  I  met  a  perlon  who 
faid  there  is  no  fire,  but  the  foldiers  are  fighting  with 
the  inhabitants.  I  went  down  the  north  fide  of  the 
Town-houfe  into  King-ftreet,  and  there  was  only  a 
few  jeattering  people  in  laid  ftreet  *,  I  came  up  to  the 
Brazen-head  in  Cornhill,  and  faw  a  barber’s  boy,  who 
told  me  he  had  been  ftruck  by  the  foldiers  ♦,  then  I  went 
to  the  fouth  fide  of  the  Town-houfe,  and  ftood  near 

the 
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the  main-guard,  where  a  confiderable  number  of  pcr- 
fons  flood :  Captain  Prcfion  (landing  by  the  guard- 
houfe  door,  faid.  Damn  you,  turn  out  guard,  which 
they  obeyed,  and  then  took  off  i'even  or  eight  foldiers 
from  the  right,  and  went  down  King-ftreet  wnere  I, 
with  the  chief  of  the  people  followed  and  m  going_ 
down,  the  foldiers  puffed  me,  and  laid.  Stand  out  ot 
the  way :  I  followed  them  (to  fee  where  they  were 
croin*)  as  far  as  the  Cuftom-houfe,  where  faid  i  re;  ton 
drew  them  up-,  and  fome  boys  being  in  the  facet, 
huzzaed  ;  a  few  minutes  after,  as  I  flood  there,  I  law 
one  min  go  off,  and  feveral  more  were  fired  directly 
aftem  the  people  near  me  faid,  there  were  iome  per- 
fons  killed  after  which  I  faw  one  man  dead. 

OB  ADI  AH  WHISTON. 

Suffolk,  ff  Bofton,  March  21,  1770. 

Obadiah  Whifton  above  named,  after  due  ex¬ 
amination,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the 
above  affidavit,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  re- 
membrance  of  the  thing . 

Before  John  Ruddock,  Juftice  of  the  Peace,  and 

of  the  Quorum, 

John  Hill,  Juftice  of  the  Peace. 


(No.  75.) 


/-n  Eorge  Robert  Twelves  Hewes  of  lawful  age 

teftifies  and  fays,  that  on  the  laft  night,  about 

one  o’clock,  as  he  was  returning  alone  from  Ins  home 

to  the  Town-houfe,  lie  met  ferjeant  Chambers  of  t  ie 

20th,  witli  eight  or  nine  foldiers,  all  with  very  large 
y  2  clubs 
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c  f'!:s  and  cutldjfes ,  when  Doclfon,  a  foldier,  fpoke  to 
I'.im,  and  afked  him  how  he  fared,  he  told  him  very 
badly,  to  fee  his  townimen  fhot  in  fuch  a  manner ; 
ana  him  if  he  did  not  think  it  was  a  dreadful 

tnmg  ?  laid,  Dodfon  fworc  by  God  it  was  a  fine  thing, 
and  j aid,  you  Jhah  fee  more  of  it.  And  on  perceiving 
I  had  a  cane,  he  informed  ferjeant  Chambers  of  it, 
who  leizc  d  and  forced  it  from  me,  faying,  I  had  no 
right  to  carry  it.  I  told  him,  1  had  as  good  a  right 
to  carry  a  cane  as  they  had  to  carry  c  ubs  ;  but  they 
hurried  oir  with  it  into  the  main-nuard. 

O 


March  6,  1 770. 

The  deponent  further  adds,  that  juft  before  the 
foldiers  came  from  the  main-guard  to  the  Cuftom- 
houfe,  there  were  about  15  or  16  little  boys  near  the 
ccntry,  who  was  {landing  on  the  iteps  of  the  Cuftom- 
houfe  ;  and  he  faw  a  young  man  cf  a  middling  feature, 
with  a  grey  coat  and fleer  t  curled  hair,  prefs  by  the  centinel 
towards  the  door  cf  the  Cuficm-hoiife ,  and  knock  at  f aid 
door ,  upon  which  feme  p  erf  on  came  and  opened  the  door , 
and  he  went  in,  and feruf  the  door  immediately  after  him . 
Jind  at  the  fame  time,  the  fnew  was  near  a  foot  deep  in 
Kir  r - dree  t. 


o  ^ 


GEORGE  ROBERT  TWELVES 


T4  n  \ 


N  ES. 


Suffolk,  IT.  B  often,  March  17,  1770, 

George  Robert  Twelves  Hewes  above-named, 
after  due  examination,  made  oath  to  the  truth 
cf  the  aforefaid  affidavit,  taken  to  perpetuate 
the  remembrance  of  the  thing. 


Before 
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Before  Ri.  Dana,  Tuftice  of  Peace,  and  of  the 

Quorum, 

John  PIill,  j lift.  Peace. 


(No.  76.) 


T  Thomas  Jackfon  junior  do  teftify  and  declare, 
1  that  on  Monday  'the  5th  inftant  in  the  evening, 
being  in  company,  i  heard  (as  near  as  I  can  recollect) 
between  nine  and  ten  o’clock,  a  drum  beat  to  arms; 

I  imn  t  .  tel  to  d  the  gentleman  (with  whoml  was 
then  enp  •w.  ;  '  pc  t  c  w -  -  foi  .  difti  ICC 

between  tne  inhabitants  and  the  fcldiery ;  he  replied, 
Foh,  I  believe  it  is  nothing  but  boys;  I  told  him  I 
was  afraid  there  was  ibmething  more  in  it  than  that, 
and  delired  him  (as  the  drum  approached  us)  to  look 
out  of  the  window  to  ice  whether  they  were  loldiers 
or  not ;  he  iminediaily  opened  the  window,  and 
told  me  they  were  foldiers.  Upon  this  information, 
I  immediately  put  on  my  hat  and  went  out.  I  had 
not  gone  many  paces  before  I  met  a  man,  of  whom 
I*  enquired  the  reafon  of  the  drum  beating  ?  He  told 
me,  there  were  fix  men  killed  in  King-ftreet  by-  the 
military  :  I  immediately  haflened  on  in  my  way  to 
King-ftreet,  and  fnet  another  perfon  by  Concert-hall, 
of  whom  I  likewfe  enquired  as  aforefaid  ;  his  an- 
fwer  to  me  corresponded  with  trie  other.  When  I  got 
into  King-ftreet,  I  found  a  great  number  of  people 
there  allcmbled  ;  and  intended  going  into  the  Cuftom- 
houfe  to  find  out  the  particulars  of  the  affair ;  upon 
my  knocking  at  the  Cuftom-houfe  door  with  the 
knocker,  Mr.  Plammond  Green  (who  was  then  look¬ 
ing  out  of  the  window)  afked  me,  who  was  there  ? 

I  called  him  by  name,  and  told  him  I  wanted  to  come 

into 
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into  the  Cuftom-houfe.  He  told  me  he  would  not  let 
me->  nor  even  his  father  (and  I  think  he  faid)  nor  one 
cj  the  commiffi oners ,  into  the  houfe ,  for  he  had  orders 
forf°  doing ,  or  to  thateffefh  I  immediately  quitted 
the  door,  and  ftaid  fome  time  at  the  bottom,  and  then 
at  the  head  of  the  Town-houfe,  where  ImetCapt. 
john  K  lord  an  ;  while  we  were  converfing,  a  party 
of  the  29  th  regiment  came  down  Queen-  ftreet,  and 
joined  the  regiment  then  at  the  Town-houfe.  Soon 
atter  that,  I  aflced  Capt.  Riordan  if  he  would  fpend 
an  hour  at  the  coffee-houfe  *,  he  complied,  and  we 
immediately  went.  After  fpending  fome  time  there, 
I  went  home  •,  and  in  going  home,  I  found  the  inha¬ 
bitant  s  were  gone  off,  and  the  foldiers  gone  from 
the  Town-houfe.  It  was  fome  time  before  I  came 
into  King  ftreet,  that  the  guns  were  fired,  and  when 
I  knocked  at  the  Cuftom-houfe  door,  all  the  perfons  I 
faw  at  the  window  over  the  centry-box  at  the  Cuftom- 
houfe  (which  window  was  then  opened)  was  Mr. 
Hammond  Green  and  fome  women. 

THO.  JACKSON  jun. 

Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  16,  1770. 

Thomas  JackfonyV^r,  above  named ,  after  due 
examination ,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the 
above  written  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate 
the  remembrance  of  the  thing. 

Before  Ri.  D  ana,  Juftice  of  Peace,  and  of  the 

Quorum. 

John  Hill,  Juft,  of  Peace. 


(No.  77.) 
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✓ 

(No.  77.) 

4 

ip  Riordan  of  lawful  age  teftify,  that  on 
Monday  evening  the  fifth  inltant,  between  10  and 
11  o’clock,  I  was  at  the  Britiih  coffee- houfe,  and 
heard  Mr.  IVells ,  the  Mailer  of  the  Rore  man  of  war , 
Jay  tha ■  he  had  done  more  than  ever  he  did  in  his  life , 
pointing  to  his  hat,  out  of  which  he  had  pulled  the 
cockade,  and  continued,  that  all  the  boats  were  hoifted 
out ,  the  barge  'particularly ,  which  had  not  been  before 
for  four  months .  Said  mailer  had  at  the  fame  time 
lomething  that  appeared  like  arms  under  his  coat, 
which  he  fa  id  were  good  fluff- — that  he  knew  of  this 
before  (meaning  as  I  thought  the  maffacre  of  that 
evening^)  and  had  fen t  one  boat  after  another  on  floor e 
for  order ss  but  having  no  return ,  had  come  himfe  f  in 
in  the  barge. 

JOHN  RIORDAN. 
Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  20,  1770. 

■  John  Riordan  above-named,  after  due  examina¬ 
tion,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  aforefaid 
affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance 
of  the  thing . 

Before  John  Ruddock,  Juft.  Peace  and  of  the 

Quorum. 

John  Hill,  Juft,  of  Peace. 

(No.  78.) 

A  Braham  Tuckerman  of  lawful  age  teftifies  and 
x  lays,  that  James  Vibarr,  quarter  mafter  of  the 
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29th  regiment,  about  ten  o’clock  A.  M.  the  eighth 
inftant,  iaio,  the  troubles  here  were  nothing  to  what 
they  would  be  in  fix  months.  Being  ;  fked  why  he 
thought  To,  replied,  'This  affair  will  get  home,  and  the 
people  here  will  be  difarmed  as  they  are  in  Ireland. 

ABRAHAM  TUCKERMAN. 

Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  1 6,  1770. 

Abraham  flicker  man  above-named*  after  due  ex¬ 
amination,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the 
afore-written  affidavit,  taken  to  perpetuate  the 
remembrance  of  the  thing . 

f 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  Juft,  of  Peace  and  of  the 
Quorum. 

John  Hill,  Juft,  of  Peace. 


(No.  79.) 

g  Pencer  Walker  of  Bofton,  ray  lor,  of  lawful  rge 
teftifies  and  fays,  that  on  the  evening  of  the  fifth 
inftant  (being  a  bright  moon-light  evening)  imme¬ 
diately  after  the  maffacre  in  King-ftreet,  he  was  pair¬ 
ing  alone,  by  Murray’s  barrack,  and  was  attacked  by  a 
man  of  middle  height  and  pretty  lufty,  a  rough 
countenance  and  hair  curled  round  his  head,  whom 
he  took  to  be  an  officer  in  difguife ,  that  the  J, aid 
officer  rujhed  cut  of  the  gate  from  behind  two 
j  oldie*  s  with  a  drawn  Jword  in  his  hand ,  and  leized 
the  deponent  firft  by  the  collar,  and  afked  him 
why  he  carried  a  flick,  to  which  the  deponent  an- 
fwered,  it  was  all  he  had  to  defend  himfelf  with  ;  the 
officer  then  feized  his  flick  and  fwore  he  would  take 
it  from  him  ;  the  deponent  laid  he  fhould  nor ;  the 

officer 
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officer  then  pulled  the  ftick  three  times  and  drew 
back  his  fword  as  though  he  would  make  a  pafs  at 
him;  upon  which  the  deponent  let  go  the  flick  and 
turned  back,  and  faw  at  the  front  door  of  the  houfe 
another  officer  talking  with  a  woman  ;  the  deponent 
afked  the  officer  if  he  kept  foldiers  there  to  difarm 
people  as  they  went  about  their  proper  bufinefs ;  upon 
which  the  officer  laughed  at  him  ;  the  deponent  then 
told  the  officer  that  he  would  think  it  very  hard  if 
any  inhabitant  had  taken  a  gun  from  a  foldier  as  he 
was  going  to  relieve  a  centry ;  the  officer  again 
laughed  at  him;  upon  which  a  foldier  came  up  and 
Jiruck  the  deponent  on  the  hip  with  the  breech  end  of  his 
gun  in  the  prefence  of  the  officer  at  the  door ,  and  then 
the  deponent  retired.  The  deponent  further  fays, 
that  the  next  day  he  faw  the  fame  per fon  who  took  the 
flick  f  rom  him  ( knowing  him  to  be  the  fame )  in  the  drefs 
of  a  cemmiffi on- officer  of  the  29 th  regiment. 

SPENCER  WALKER. 

Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  22,  1770. 

Spencer  JValker  above-named ,  after  due  exami¬ 
nation,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above- 
written  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  re - 
membrane e  cf  the  thing . 

Before  John  Ruddock,  Juft.  Peace  and  of  the 
Quorum, 

John  Hill,  Juft,  of  Peace. 


\ 


s 
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(No.  So.) 

,  •  *  t  * 

JOnathan  Mafon  of  lawful  age  teftifies  and  fays* 
that  on  the  evening  of  the  5th  of  March  17701 
about  10  o’clock,  being  in  K  ing-ftreet,  Bofton, 
(landing  near  his  Honor  the  Lieutenant  governor^  he 
heard  him  lay  to  an  officer  at  the  head  of  the  King's 
troops,  who  it  was  laid  was  Captain  Prefton ,  Sir, 
you  are  lenlible  you  had  no  right  to  fire ,  unleis  you 
had  orders  from  a  magiflrate  ;  to  which  Captain 
Preflan  replied,  Sir,  we  were  infuited,  or  words  to 
that  purpofe  j  upon  whuh  Captain  Prefton  defired 
his  Honor  to  go  with  him  to  the  guard-houfe,  which 
his  Honor  declined,  and  repaired  to  the  Council- 
chamber. 

JONA.  MASON, 

Sufio’k,  ffi  Bofton,  March  21,  1770. 

Jonathan  Mafon  above-named ,  after  due  exa * 
mination ,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  afore - 
faid  affidavit,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remem¬ 
brance  of  the  thing . 

Bjore  John  Ruddock,  Juft,  of  the  Peace  and  of 
the  Quorum. 

John  Hill.,  Juft,  of  the  Peace* 


(No.  Si.) 

1  *  «  # 

J  Ifaac  Pierce  of  Bofton,  of  lawful  age,  teftify  and 
fay,  that  on  Monday  evening  the  fifth  inftant, 
hewing  the  bells  ring,  and  that  the  main  guard  had 

fired 


V 
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fired  on  the  inhabitants,  repaired  to  King-fireer,  and 
found  the  29th  regiment  drawn  up  between  the  State- 
houfe  and  main  guard-houfe,  and  lacing  down  the 
laid  ftreet  towards  the  inhabitants,  and  feeing  his 
Honor  the  Commander  in  Chief  appear,  I  went  with 
him  towards  the  foldiers,  the  front  rank  having  their 
firelocks  prefented  with  bayonets  fixt  *,  when  we 
came  near,  I  fpoke  to  Captain  Prefton,  then  on  the 
right,  telling  him  there  was  his  Honor  the  Com¬ 
mander  in  Chiet ;  Captain  Preilon  [aid,  where  ;  I  faid 
(pointing  to  his  Honor)  there j  and  you  are  prefenting 
your  firelocks  at  him  *,  on  which  his  Honor  went 
round  on  the  right  flank,  and  coming  to  Captain 
Prefton,  faid,  Sir,  are  you  the  commanding  officer? 
who  anfwered,  yes,  Sir  *,  his  Honor  then  faid,  Do  you 
knovy.  Sir,  you  have  no  power  to  fire  on  any  body  ol 
people  colle<5ted  together,  except  you  have  a  civil 
magiftrate  with  you  to  give  orders  ?  Captain  Prefton 
anfwered,  I  was  obliged  to ,  to  fave  my  centry  ;  on  which 
1  immediately  faid,  then  you  have  murdered  three  or 
four  men  to,  fave  your  centry. 

*  ISAAC  PIERCE. 

Suffolk,  ffi  Bofton,  March  21,  1770. 

Ifaac  Pierce  above  named ,  after  due  examina¬ 
tion,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  aforefaid 
affidavit,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance 
of  the  thing . 

Before  J  ohn  Ruddocic,  Juft,  of  the  Peace  and 
of  the  Quorum, 

John  Hill,  Juft,  of  the  Peace. 
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(No.  82.) 

X  Ebenezer  Dorr  of  lawful  age  teftify  and  fay, 
that  on  the  evening  of  the  5th  inftanr,  hearing  the 
neds  ring  in  the  center  of  the  town,  I  came  down  to 
ihe  7  own-houfe,  and  faw  the  29th  regiment  under 
arms,  between  the  I  own  houie  and  main-guard, 
their  lines  extending  acrofs  the  ftreet  and  facing  down 
King-ftreet,  where  the  town’s  people  were  aftVmbled 
and  that  the  firft  rank  was  kneeling  down ,  and  the 
whole  0}  the  firft  -platoon  was  prefiented ,  ready  fior  firing 
on  the  word  being  given ,  and  continued  a  confiderable 
dime  in  that  poftiire  \  but  by  the  providence  of  God 
they  were  retrained  from  firing. 

EBENEZER  DORR, 
Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  21,  1770. 


Ebenezer  Dorr  above-named 5  after  due  exami¬ 
nation^  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  afiorefiaid 
affidavit^  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance 
of  the  thing . 

Before  John  Ruddock,  Juft,  of  the  Peace  and  Qjf 

the  Quorum, 

John  Hill,  Juftice  of  the  Peace,, 


(No.  83.) 

|  Edward  Crafts  of  lawful  age  teftify  and  fay, 
X  that  on  Monday  evening  the  fifth  inftant,  between 
anci  12  o’clock,  Mr.  Jofeph  Ayers  met  me  at  my 
jgate,  and  I  afked  him  where  he  was  going  ;  he  an- 

fwered, 
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fwered,  to  call  Mr.  Thomas  Theodore  Blifs  to  attend 
at  the  Council-chamber,  to  give  evidence  of  the  cap¬ 
tain’s  giving  the  foldiers  orders  to  tire  on  the  inha¬ 
bitants.  On  leaving  Mr.  Blifs’s  door,  there  pifTed  by 
us  two  corporals  with  about  twenty  foldiers  with  muf- 
quets  and  fixed  bayonets,  and  on  their  obferving  our 
moving  towards  the  Town-houfe,  the  foldiers  halted, 
and  furrounded  us,  faying,  we  were  a  pack  of  damned 
rafeahj  and  for  three  coppers  they  would  blow  our  brains 
out.  One  of  the  corporals  (viz.  Eujlice )  gave  orders  for 
one  half  the  foldiers  to  cock ,  and  the  reft  to  make  ready  ; 
on  which  we  told  them  we  had  nothing  to  fay  to 
them,  but  were  on  other  bufinels.  The  corporal , 
Eujlice ,  ft  ruck  Mr.  llaldan ,  then  in  company ,  and 
turning  to  me  aimed  a  blow  at  my  head  with  his  firelock , 
which  I  took  upon  my  arm ,  and  then  with  all  his  might 
he  made  a  pafs  at  me  with  his  fixed  bayonet ,  with  full  in¬ 
tent  to  take  my  life ,  as  I  thought  ;  this  1  alfo  parried 
with  my  naked  hand  :  then  a  foldier  Jleppcd  cut  fiem 
among  the  reft  and  prefented  his  mufquet  to  my  breaft ,  and 
fix  or  feven  more  at  about  8  or  1  o  feet  dfiance  alfo  pre - 
failed.  Upon  this  I  called  corporal  M*Can,  who 
came  to  me  with  a  drawn  fword  or  cuilufs  in  his 
hand,  and  puihed  the  gun  from  my  bread,  frying. 
This  is  Mr.  Crafts,  and  if  any  of  you  offers  to  touch 
him  again  I  will  blow  your  brains  out.  Corporal 
Eufticc  anfwered,  and  laid,  He  is  as  damned  araicalas 
any  or  them.  The  next  evening  about  dufk,  cornrng 
by  fowe’s  barrack,  I  fuv  corporal  McCan  w’  o  faved 
my  life.  He  afked  me  if  my  arm  was  broke  ;  I  an¬ 
fwered  no.  He  faid,  lie  gun  with  which  Eujlice  ftruck 
me  was  broke  to  pieces  ;  and  continued ,  you  would  have 
been  in  heaven  or  hell  in  an  infant  if  you  had  not  cal  ea 
me  by  name  :  One  man  in  particular  would  have  foot  you , 
feven  more  prefented  at  you!  He  alfo  faid,  his  orders 
were ,  when  the  party  came  from  the  guard-houfe  by  the 

'for- 
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fortification ,  if  any  per] on  or  perfons  affaulled  them ,  to 
fire  upon  them ,  being  loaded  with  a  brace  of 

bails.  And  farther  I  fay  not. 

EDWARD  CRAFTS, 

Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  17,  1770. 

Edward  Crafts  above-named \  after  due  exa¬ 
mination ,  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above- 

written  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  re* 
membrance  of  the  thing. 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  Juft,  of  the  Peace  and  of  the 
Quorum, 

John  Hill,  Juft,  of  ^he  Peace, 

(No.  84.) 

JOfeph  Allen  of  lawful  age  teftifies  and  fays,  that  be^ 
tween  the  hours  of  nine  and  ten  on  Monday  evening 
the  fifth  inftant,  being  at  the  dwelling-houfe  of  Mr. 
Winniet  at  Ne\y-Bofton,  was  there  informed  that  the 
town  was  alarmed  by  an  affray  between  the  foldiers 
and  inhabitants  ^  he  immediately  left  fa  id  houle,  and 
after  arming  himfelf  with  a  ftout  cudgel  at  Mr, 
Daniel  Rea’s.,  paffed  by  Murray’s  barrack  near  Doc¬ 
tor  Cooper’s  meeting-houfe,  where  were  drawn  up  a 
party  of  foldiers  with  a  number  of  officers  in  front  ; 
and  paffing  them  quietly  in  company  with  Edward 
Window  junior,  was  overtaken  by  a  party  of  armed 
foldiers,  one  of  whom  laid  hold  of  the  deponent’s 
neck  of  his  coat  and  fhirt,  and  tore  the  fhirc,  a  fe- 
cond  (truck  him  over  the  fhoulders,  and  either  the 
latter  or  a  third  forcibly  wrefted  the  (tick  from  him: 

Lieutenant 
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Lieutant  Minchin  interpoting  prevented  farther  abufe, 
dnd  entered  into  converfation  with  the  deponent,  com¬ 
plaining  of  the  inhabitants  for  wrangling  with  the 
foldiers  on  the  molt  trifling  occafion.  The  deponent 
afked  him,  if  he  thought  a  man  could  be  inactive, 
when  his  countrymen  were  butchered  in  the  ftreet  ? 
Lieutenant  Minchin  anfwered,  that  “  Mr.  Molli- 
“  neux  was  the  author  of  all  this after  the  con¬ 
verfation  ended,  or  was  nigh  ending.  Lieutenant 
Minchin  returned  the  deponent  his  flick.  And  further 
faith  not. 

JOSEPH  ALLEN. 

Suffolk,  ff.  Boffon,  Match  1 6,  1 770. 

Jofeph  Alien  above-named,  after  due  examina¬ 
tion,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above- 
written  affidavit,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  re¬ 
membrance  of  the  thing . 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  Jnft.  of  the  Peace  and  of  the 

Quorum, 

John  Hill,  Juft,  of  the  Peace. 


(No.  85.) 

t  William  Fallafs  of  lawful  age  teftify  and  fay,  that 
after  the  murder  was  committed  in  King-ffreet,  on 
the  evening  of  the  fifth  inftant,  upon  my  return  home 
I  had  occalion  to  flop  oppofite  to  the  lane  leading  to 
Green’s  barrack,  and  while  I  flood  there  the  foldiers 
ruffled  by  me  with  their  arms  towards  King-ftreet, 
faying.  This  is  our  time  or  chance  ;  and  that  I  never 

faw  men  or  dogs  fo  greedy  for  their  prey  as  thefe  fol¬ 
diers 
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cliers  feemed  to  be,  and  the  ferjeants  could  hardly 
keep  them  in  their  ranks. 


WILLIAM  FALLASS. 


Suffolk,  If  Boflon,  March  16,  1770. 

William  Fallafs ,  above-named ,  after  due  exami¬ 
nation ,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above- 
written  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  Re¬ 
membrance  of  the  thing » 

Before  Ri.  D  ana,  Juft,  of  the  Peace  and  of  the 
Quorum, 

John  Hill,  Juft,  of  the  Peace. 


(No.  86.) 


Gardner,  living  in  Atkinfon-ftreet,  oflaw- 


'  ful  age,  teftifies  and  fays,  that  on  Monday  even¬ 
ing  the  fifth  day  of  March  current,  and  before  the 
guns  fired  in  King-ftreet,  there  were  a  number  of  fol- 
diers  affembled  from  Green’s  barrack  towards  the 
ftieet  and  oppofics  her  gate  *,  that  they  (rood  very  ftill 
until  the  guns  were  fired  in  King-ftreet,  then  they 
clapped  their  hands  and  gave  a  cheer  faying,  This  is 
all  that  we  want  ;  they  then  ran  to  their  barrack  and 
came  out  again  in  a  few  minutes,  all  with  their  arms$ 
and  ran  towards  King-ftreet. 


MARY  GARDNER* 


Suffolk 
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Suffolk,  AT.  Bofton,  March  20,  1770. 

Mary  Card er  above-named,  after  due  exami- 
nat  on.  m a d  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  abrve- 
uritten  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  th <,  re - 
vie  mb)  an.  e  if  the  th  ng. 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  Juft,  of  the  Peace  and  of  the 

Quorum, 

John  Hill,  juft,  of  the  Peace. 

(No.  87. ) 

JOhn  Allman  of  lawful  age  teftifies  and  fays,  that 
after  the  party  with  the  drum  came  from  the  main 
guard  to  Murray’s  barrack,  he  faw  the  lo  diers  there 
drawn  up  under  arms,  and  heard  the  officers ,  as  they 
walked  backwards  and  forwards ,  fay ,  Damn  it ,  what 
a  fine  fire  that  was  /  how  bravely  it  differ, ed  the 
mob  ! 

JOHN  ALLMAN. 

Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  16,  1770. 

fjohn  A l  man  above-named*  after  due  examina¬ 
tion,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  bone- 
written  affidavit,  ta  ken  to  perpetuate  the  •  c mem¬ 
brane  e  cf  the  thing. 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  Juft  of  the  Peace,  and  of  the 
Quorum, 

John  Hill,  Juft,  of  the  Peace. 


T 


(No. 
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(No.  88.) 

|  Benjamin  Church  jun.  of  lawful  age,  teftify  and 
fay,  that  being  re  quelled  by  Mr.  Robert  Pier- 
pont  the  Coroner,  to  afiift  in  examining  the  body  of 
Crifpus  At  tucks,  who  was  fuppofed  to  be  murdered 
by  the  foldkrs  on  Monday  evening  the  5th  i « » il a n c ,  I 
found  two  wounds  in  the  region  of  the  thorax,  the 
one  on  the  light  fide,  which  entered  through  the  fe- 
cond  true  rib  within  an  inch  and  an  half  ot  the  ider- 
num,  dividing  the  rib  and  feparating  the  cartilagi¬ 
nous  ex  remity  from  the  Hern  urn  j  the  ball  palled 
obliquely  downward  through  the  diaphragm,  and 
entering  through  the  large  lobe  of  the  liver  and  the 
gall-bladder,  llill  keeping  its  oblique  direction,  di¬ 
vided  the  aorta  defeendens  juft  above  its  divifion  in¬ 
to  the  iliacs,  from  thence  it  made  its  exit  on  the  left 
fide  of  the  (pine  :  this  wound  I  apprehended  was 
the  immediate  caufe  of  his  death.  The  other  ball 
entered  the  fourth  of  the  falferibs,  about  five  inches 
from  the  linea  alba,  and  defending  obliquely,  pa  fif¬ 
ed  through  the  fecond  falfe  rib,  at  the  diftance  of 
about  eigut  inches  from  the  linea  alba  5  from  the  ob¬ 
lique  direction  of  the  wounds,  I  apprehend  the  gun 
mud  have  been  difcharged  from  fome  elevation. 
And  further  the  deponent  faith  not. 

BENJ.  CHURCH  jun. 
Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  22,  1770. 

Benjamin  Church  jun .  above-mentioned ,  after 
due  examination,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of 
the  afcrejaid  affidavit,  taken  to  perpetuate  the 
remembrance  of  the  thing . 


BTore 


C  *47  J 

Before  John  Ruddock.,  Juft,  of  Peace,  anJ  of  the 
Quorum, 

John  Hill,  Juft,  of  Peace. 

(No.  89.) 

J  William  Rhodes  of  lawful  age  teftify  and  fay, 
1  that  on  fuefday  March  6,  1770,  the  ni  v) .  nin^ 
after  the  affair  in  King-ftreet,  fome  of  the  icarnen 
belonging  to  the  Role  rnan  of  war,  laying  in  the 
harbour  of  Bofton,  came  to  my  fhop,  and  alter  nly 
afking  them  if  they  had  heard  of  the  afiair  that  hap¬ 
pened,  they  aniwered  me,  \  es,  and  that  all  thev  boats 
were  fent  in  jhore  manned,  and  that  the  mailer  of  the 
fhip  had  kept  them  up  all  night,  or  the  greatest  parr. 
I  then  afked  them,  whether  they  were  kept  to  their 
quarters?  they  anfivered,  r  o.  I  then  afked  whether 
they  had  loaded  their  guns?  they  likewiie  aniwered, 
No,  but  that  they  had  been  filling  powder.  Some 
time  after  I  enquired  of  thefe  lame  people,  whether 
their  people,  when  they  came  on  ihore  on  Monday 
night  5th  March,  were  armed  ?  they  told  me,  that 
the  only  perfon  that  had  any  arms  was  their  mailer, 
who  came  afhore  in  the  barge,  and  that  he  had  only 
a  pair  of  piftols  *,  and  that  when  they  had  got  on  the 
wharf,  that  the  faid  maftcr  gave  the  piftols  to  the  cox- 
fwain  of  the  barge.  And  further  iaith  not. 

WILLIAM  RHODES. 

Suffolk,  fif.  Bofton,  March  21,  1770. 

William  Rhodes  alove-ra  ned,  after  due  exa¬ 
mination,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  afore - 
faid  affidavit,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remem - 
brance  of  the  thing. 

T  2 


Before 
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Before  John  Ruddock,  juft,  of  Peace,  and  of  the 
Quorum, 

John  PJlill,  Juft,  of  Peace. 


(No.  90.) 

Ruflell  of  lawful  age  declares,  that  John 


x  A  Brailsford,  a  private  foldier  of  the  14th  regi¬ 
ment,  who  had  frequently  been  employed  by  her 
(when  he  was  ordered  with  his  company  to  the  cattle. 


in  confequence  of  the  murders  committed  by  the  fol- 


diers  on  the  evening  of  the  5th  of  March)  coming 
to  the  deponent’s  houfe,  declared ,  that  their  regiment 
was  ordered  to  ho  d  them  [elves  in  readinefs ,  and  accord - 


ingly  was  ready  that  evening  upon  the  inhabitants  firing 
on  the  [oldie  y,  to  come  to  the  ojji  fiance  ofi  the  fioldiery  : 


on  which  the  deponent  sfked  him,  if  he  would  have 
bred  upon  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  town  ?  to 
which  he  replied ,  Yes,  if \  I  had  orders  \  but  that  if  he 
faw  Mr.  Ruflell  he  would  have  bred  wide  of  him. — 
Pie  alfo  laid.  It  is  well  there  was  no  gun  bred  by 
the  inhabitants,  for  had  there  been,  we  fhould  have 
come  to  the  foldiers  afliftance.  And  further  faith 
not. 


MARY  RUSSELL. 


Suffolk,  flf.  Button,  March  17,  1770. 


The  above-named  Mary  Ruffi  llper finally  appear - 
irg,  and  being  carefully  examined ,  and  duly 
cautioned  lo  tefiifiy  the  whole  truth ,  made  fio- 
lemn  oath  to  the  fore-written  depofition  bp  her 
fiubferibed.  Taken  to  perpetuate  the  remem¬ 
brance  ofi  the  thing . 


Before 


v  Pt  'nw  v 
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Before  John  Ruddock,  JulR  of  Peace,  and  of  the 
Q  i  rum, 

John  Hill,  Juft,  of  Peace. 


(No.  91.) 


T  Ephraim  Fenno  of  lawful  age  teftif/, 
*  the  ninth  inftant,  as  I  was  going  horn 


that  on  Friday 
me  by  the  hoi p;- 
tal  in  the  common,  I  faw  Doctor  Hal!,  furgecn  of 
the  14th  regiment,  looking  ou:  of  his  window,  who 
laid  to  me,  Dirty  travelling,  neighbour!  Yes,  Sir, 
returned  1.  He  Uk  d  me  what  news  in  town  •,  I 
told  him  I  heard  nothing  but  what  he  knew  already, 
that  the  talk  was  about  the  people  that  were  murder¬ 
ed.  He  then  a  deed  me  if  the  people  of  the  town 
were  not  eafier  ?  1  replied,  1  believed  not,  nor  would 
be  till  all  the  foldiers  had  left  the  town.  He  then 
afked  me,  if  1  heard  whether  the  14'h  regiment  was 
going?  I  anfwcred,  yes-for  the  people  word  i  not  be 
quiet°ull  they  were  all  g  ne.  He  laid,  the  town’s 
people  had  always  tiled  the  foldiers  ill,  which  occa- 
fioned  this  aff  ir,  and  laid,  I  v:\Jh  that  injlead  of  kil!- 
iw  five  or  fix  they  had  killed  five  hundred ,  damn  me  ij 
I  don't.  And  further  I  fay  not. 


EPHRAIM  FENNO. 


Suffolk,  fif.  Eofton,  March  19,  1770. 


Ephraim  Fenno  alov ’-named,  a  tee  d’ve  exami¬ 
nation,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  toe  afore- 
faid  affidavit,  taken  to  perpetual*  tie  r.  me,  > 
trance  tj  the  thing. 


U  fore 
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Before  John  Ruddock,  J  ult.  of  Peace,  and  of  the 
Quorum, 

John  Hill,  Juft,  of  Peace. 


(No.  92.) 

JT^Avid  Loring,  who  was  much  employed  in  ma¬ 
king  fhoes  tor  the  14th  regiment,  declares,  that 
being  at  the  wood-yard  of  the  14th  regiment  on  the 
9th  or  10th  of  March,  talking  with  Serjeant  Whit- 
tey,  he  mentioned  the  unhappy  affair  of  the  murder 
committed  by  the  foldiers  on  the  evening  of  the  5th 
inftant,  and  laid,  that  he  believed  if  the  14th  regi¬ 
ment  had  been  upon  guard  that  day,  it  would  not 
have  happened  ;  and  toldjhim,  that  he  never  liked 
the  29th  regiment  fince  they  landed  in  Bofton.  The 
lerjeant  aflked  the  realon  why  he  did  not  like  the  29th 
regiment  as  well  as  the  14th  ;  he  anfwered  that  they 
itemed  to  be  a  let  of  blood-thirfty  men,  and  therefore 
did  not  like  them  ;  and  believed  the  affair  would 
have  never  happened  had  it  not  been  for  the  affray 
of  the  29th  regment  at  the  rope-walks.  A  foldier 
of  the  29th  regiment,  named  John  Dudley,  being 
by,  faid  it  was  a  planned  thing  a  month  before. 

DAVID  LORING. 

Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  16,  1770. 

David  Loring  above-named,  after  due  examina¬ 
tion,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  aforefaid 
affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance 
of  the  thing. 


Before 
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Before  John  Ruddock,  Juft,  of  Peace,  and  of 
the  Quorum, 

John  Hill,  Juft,  of  Peace. 


(No.  93.) 

T  The  fubfcriber  being  defired  by  the  committee  of 

enquiry  to  take  ranges  of  the  holes  made  by  muf- 
quet  balls  in  two  ho  tiles  near  oppofite  to  the  cuftom- 
houfe,  find  that  the  bullet-hole  in  the  entry  door-pod 
of  Mr  Payne’s  houfe,  and  which  grazed  the  edge 
of  the  door  before  it  entered  the  poft  where  it 
lodged,  two  and  a  half  inches  deep,  ranges  juft  un¬ 
der  the  ftool  of  the  weftermoft  lower  chamber-window 
of  the  Cuftom-houle. 

And  that  the  hole  made  by  an  ther  mufquet-ball 
through  the  window-fhutter  of  the  lower  ftory  of  the 
fame  houfe,  and  lodged  in  the  back  wall  of  the  (hop, 
ranges  about  breaft-high  from  the  ground,  and  be¬ 
tween  the  fecond  and  third  window  from  the  weft 
corner  of  the  Cuftom-houle. 

And  that  the  holes  made  in  the  fhop  of  Warden 
and  Vernon,  through  the  outer  fhutter  and  back  par¬ 
tition  of  the  fhop,  ranged  breaft-high  from  the 
ground,  and  with  the  weftermoft  fide  of  the  firlt 
window  weft  of  the  great  door  of  the  Cuftom-houfe. 

BENJ.  ANDREWS. 

Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton,  March  2c,  177°* 

Benjamin  Andrews,  E  q\  above-named ,  after 
due  examination ,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the 
aforefaid  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  re¬ 
membrance  of  the  thing . 

Before 
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Before  John  Ruddock,  juft,  of  Peace,  and  of 
the  Quorum, 

Belcher  Noyes,  Juft.  of  Peace. 

(No.  94.) 

I  John  Green  of  lawful  age  teftify  and  <av,  that 
on  Monday  evening  the  5th  infant,  juft  after 
nix  o’clock,  I  went  into  the  Cuftom-houie,  and 
law  in  the  kitchen  of  fuid  houfe  two  hoys  helo  iging 
to  Mr.  p icmon t  the  barber,  and  alfo  my  brother 
Him  ond  Green:  upon  hearing  an  huzzaing  and 
the  Led  ling,  I  went  out,  and  there  were  but  four  cr 
jive  boys  in  iwg-Jlreet  near  the  cenlir.el ,  uh  was  muh 
ieiing  and  growling,  and  feem.d  vcy  mad.  I  law 
Edward  Garrick,  who  was  crying,  and  told  his  fel¬ 
low  apprentice  that  the  cent ine i  bad  brack  b  m  •,  I  then 
went  as  far  as  the  Brazen  Head,  and  heard  the  j  eople 
huzzaing  by  Murray’s  barrack.  1  went  down  King- 
ilreetagunas  tar  as  the  corner  of  Royal  hxchange- 
lane,  by  the  centry,  there  being  about  forty  cr  fifty 
jeo[le ,  chiefly  boy near  the  Cufiom-houfe ,  but  Jaw  no 
jerfin  infill ,  or  fay  any  thing  to  the  centry .  I  then 
laid  to  Bartholomew  Broaders  thefe  words  viz.  The 
centry  (then  (landing  on  the  fteps  and  loading  h;s 
gun)  is  going  to  fire  ;  upon  which  I  went  to  the 
Cufiom-houfe  gate,  and  tried  to  get  over  the  gate,  but 
could  not.  VVhiJft  (landing  there  I  law  i  homas 
Greenwood  upon  the  fence,  to  whom  I  faid.  Open 
the  gate  :  he  laid  that  he  would  not  let  his  father  in% 
and  then  jumped  down  into  the  lane,  and  laid  to  the 
deponent,  hollow  me*  upon  which  I  went  down  the 
lane  with  him,  and  round  by  cite  Foil-office,  to  the 
main  guard  :  he  went  into  the  guaid-houfe,  and  faid , 
Turn  out  the  guard’,  but  the  guard  was  out  before. 
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arid  I  heard  that  a  party  was  gone  to  the  Cuftom- 
houfe.  I  then  heard  the  guns  go  off,  one  after  an¬ 
other,  and  faw  three  perfons  fall.  Immediately  af¬ 
ter  a  negro  drummer  beat  to  arms,  upon  that  ths 
foldiers  drew  up  in  a  rank  (and  I  did  not  fee  Green' 
wood  again  until  the  next  morning).  After  that 
I  faw  the  icjth  regiment  drawn  up  in  a  fmiare  at  the 
fouth-wefl  corner  of  the  town-houfe ;  icon  after  I  went 
home.  And  further  I  fay  not. 

JOHN  GREEN, 

Suffolk,  IT.  Bofton,  March  24,  1770. 

John  Green  above-named ,  after  due  examina¬ 
tion,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above- 
written  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  re¬ 
membrance  of  the  thing. 

Before  John  Ruddock,  Juft,  cf  the  Peace,  and 
of  the  Quorum, 

John  Hill,  Juft,  of  the  Peace, 


(No.  95.) 

•  • 

,  •  • 

|  Hammond  Green  of  lawful  age  teftify  and  fay, 
that  on  the  evening  of  the  5th  day  of  March  in  ft  ant" 
between  the  hours  of  eight  arid  nine  o’clock,  I  went 
to  the  Cuftom-houfe  ;  when  I  came  to  the  front  door 
of  the  faid  horife  there  were  (landing  cwo  young  wo¬ 
men  belonging  to  faid  houfe,  and  two  boys  belonging 
td  Mr.  Piemonc  the  barber.  I  went  into  the  hoof* 
and  they  all  followed  me  *,  after  that  Mf.  Sawny  Irving 
came  into  the  kitchen  where  we  were,  and  afterwards 
I  lighted  him  out  of  the  front  door  j  I  then  went 

U  teefe 
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back  into  the  kitchen  again,  and  the  hoys  above- 
mentioned  went  out ;  after  that  two  other  boys  be¬ 
longing  to  Mr.  Pitmont  came  in  o  the  kitchen,  alfo 
my  b» other  John,  who  had  been  in  a  little  while  be¬ 
fore  ;  he  went  to  the  back  door,  and  opened  it, 
laying,  that  fomething  was  the  matter  in  the  Hreet  *, 
upon  which,  with  the  other  three,  I  went  to  the 
corner  of  Royal  Exchange-lane  in  King-ftreet, 
and  heard  an  huzzaing,  1  thought,  towards  Dr. 
Coo pei’s  meeting  *,  and  then  law  one  of  the  firft 
mentioned  boys,  who  laid,  the  centry ,  had  ftruck  him  ; 
at  which  time  there  were  not  above  eight  or  nine  men  and 
boys  in  King- ft  red.  After  that,  I  went  to  the  Heps  of 
the  Cultom-houfe  door;  and  Mary  Rogers,  Eliza. 
Averv,  and  Ann  Green,  came  to  the  door  *,  at  the 
fame  time  heard  a  bell  ring,  upon  the  people’s  crying 
fire  *,  we  all  went  into  the  houfe,  and  I  locked  the 
door,  faying,  we  ihall  know  if  any  body  comes  ; 
after  that,  Thomas  Greenwood  came  to  the  door, 
and  I  Jet  him  in  ;  he  faid,  that  there  was  a  number 
of  people  in  the  flreet ,  I  told  bum  if  he  wanted  to 
fee  any  thing  to  go  up  Hairs,  but  to  take  no  candle 
with  him  ;  he  went  up  flairs,  and  the  three  women 
afore-mentioned  went  with  him,  and  I  went  and 
fattened  the  windows,  doors,  and  gate  •,  1  left  the 
light  in  the  kitchen,  and  was  going  up  flairs, 
but  met  Greenwood  in  the  room  next  to  the 
kitchen,  and  he  faid,  that  he  would  not  ft  ay  in 
the  hou;e,  for  he  was  afraid  it  would  be  fulled 
down,  but  I  was  not  afraid  of  any  fuch  thing  ;  I  then 
went  up  flairs  into  the  lower  well  chamber,  next  to 
Royal  Exchange- lane,  and  jaw  fever al  guns  fired  in 
King- ft  red,  which  killed  three  ferfons,  which  I  Jaw  lay 
on  the  [now  in  the  ftreet,  fuppefeng  the  /now  to  be  near  a 
foot  deep',  after  that,  L  let  Elizabeth  Avery  out  of 

the  front  door,  and  (hut  it  after  her,  and  Went  up 

chamber 
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chamber  again  ;  then  my  father,  Mr.  Bartholomew 
Green,  came  and  knocked  at  the  door,  and  I  let  him 
in  •,  we  both  went  into  the  kitchen,  and  heafked  me 
what  was  the  matter;  I  told  him,  that  there  were 
three  per  fans  /hot  by  the  foldiers  who  flood  at  the  door  of 
toe  Cuflo/n-hotife ;  he  tnen  a fked  me  where  the  girls 
were;  I  told  him  they  were  up  flairs,  and  we  went 
up  together,  and  he  opened  the  window,  and  I  fhut 
it  again  diredlly  ;  he  then  opened  it  again,  and  we 
both  looked  out ;  at  which  time  Mr.  Thomas  Jack- 
Ion  jun.  knocked  at  the  cloor  ;  I  afked  who  was 
there?  Mr.  Jackfon  faid,  it  is  I,  Hammond,  let 
me  in  ;  I  told  him,  if  my  father  was  out ,  or  any  of  the 
commiff oners  came%  l  would  not  let  them  in.  And 
further  I  fay  not. 

HAMMOND  GREEN. 
Suffolk,  fT.  Bofton,  March  24,  1770, 

Hammond  Green  above  named ,  after  due  esc  a- 
mination ,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above 
written  affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  re¬ 
membrance  of  the  thing . 

k 

Before  John  Ruddock,  Juftice  of  the  Peace,  and 
of  the  Quorum, 

John  Hill,  Juftice  of  the  Peace. 

(No.  96.) 

J  Thomas  Greenwood  of  lawful  age  teftify  and 
fay,  that  on  Monday  the  5th  inftanr,  fpending  the 
even  mg  at  Airs.  Wheeler’s,  I  was  alarmed  by  the 
bells  ringing,  and  people* s  crying  fire  ;  upon  which 
I  turned  out  with  Mrs.  WheehTs  three  forts,  and 
helped  Mr.  Wheeler’s  engine  as  far  as  the  Old  South 
meeting  houfe ;  we  met  feveral  people  who  told  us  ir 

U  2  was 
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yrn|  not  fire,  but  it  was  the  foldiers  and  inhabitants 
fighting  in  King  Jlreet ^  and  de  fired  them  to  go  back  and 
get  heir  arms  \  upon  hearing  this,  I  haftenecl  down 
to  King-ftreet,  and  coming  near  the  weft  door  of  the 
towi>houJe,  I  fell  in  with  a  number  of  people,  molt 
of  them  that  f  law  had  hicks  and  chibs  in  then  hands, 
and  huzza’d  •,  after  that  we  went  round  the  nortn 
fide  of  the  town  houfe,  and  flood  between  the  eaft 
ftepsof  the  town-houf  and  whipping-poft  ;  I  heard 
a  number  of  people  fpeaking,  and  one  per f on  in  par¬ 
ticular  fpoke  to  the  two  centinels,  who  were  walking 
up  and  down  the  fireet  on  the  fide  of  the  town-houfe, 
qlfng  thele  words,  *  Come  cut  and  fight  us  if  you  dare , 
calling  them  damn’d  bloody-back  raficals  and  Jccundrels^ 
to  C(j\ne  out  and  fight  them ,  if  they  dareci,  we  are  enough 
for  you  now  *,  but  1  do  not  know  whether  the  above  per 
Jon  belonged  to  the  town ,  I  looked  round  and  law  about 
twenty  people  before  the  Cuftom-houie  coor  *,  upon 
wjfich  I  went  down  to  the  Cuftom-houie  I  then  heard 
two  or  three  perfons  ufe  thefe  words,  one  after  anothei, 

X  Iwijh  I  could  get  into  the  Qufiom-houfe ,  I  would  make 

.  1  -  the 


*  It  may  not  be  improper  to  remark  here,  that  the  deponent, 
Thomas  Greenwood,  is  a  hired  ;ervant  to  the  ColTimdlioners, 
on  whom  he  is  altogether  dependent,  and  when  before  the  Jnf- 
:r\c,  he  was' feverai  times  detedied  in  plain  faifhoods;  parti- 


tic 


cnlarly  in  iwearing  fir  ft  that  the  number  of  perlons  who  called 
the  itddiers  “  bluody  back  rafea's,”'  &c.  was  nine,  then  feven, 
and  finally  but  one,  as  it  how  Hands';  and  through  the  whole 
^f  his  examination  he  was  io  inconiilient  and  let  frequently 
contradicted  himfelf,  that  all  prefent  were  convinced  no  credit 
ou^ht  to  be  given  to  his  depoiit.on  ;  lor  winch  teafon  it  would 
rut  having  been  inferred  had  it  nor  been  known  that  a  depofuion 
was  taken  relating  to  this  affair,  from  this  Gieenwood,  by  Juf- 
tice  Murray,  and  carried  home  by  Mr.  Robinfon. 

*  %  As  this  deponent  is  the  only  perfon  out  of  a  great  number  of 
vvitneffes  examined,  who  heard  any  mention  made  of  the  CuC 
tuA-houfe.  and  as  it  is  very  uncommon  for  feverai  pestle  to 
\  ,  'treat 


V.  ; 
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^  circulate  amongft  us  ;  after  that  I  went  up  to 
the  Cuftom-houfe  door,  and  law  two  or  three  fnow* 
balls  fall  on  the  flat  ftones  near  the  fteps  of  the  door  ; 

1  knocked,  and  Air.  Hammond  Green  came  to  the 
door,  while  I  was  (peaking  to  the  centry  vvlao  flood 
upon* the  fteps,  I  told  him  not  to  let  any  body  come 
flito  the  door,  and  no  perfon  offered  to  come  in ;  the 
laid  Green  afked  who  was  there?  I  anlwered,  it  is 
Thomas,  let  me  in  Hammond  ;  when  I  got  in,  the 
faid  Green  fa  id  to  me,  if  1  wanted  to  fee  any  thing, 
go  up  flairs  •,  I  went  into  the  back  room,  and  got  the 
key  of  the  little  drawing-room,  being  the  lower  weft 
corner  chamber,  and  went  up  flairs,  and  Elizabeth 
Avery,  Mary  Rogers,  and  Ann  Green  lollowed  me 
into  the  room  ;  we  all  looked  through  the  glals  : 

I  faw  fome  perfons  (landing  by  the  centry-box 
ftriking  with  flicks,  but  did  not  fee  them  hit  any  body , 
though  a  number  of  per  Jons  were  clofe  by  them  ;  I  told 
the  women  above-mentioned  that  I  would  not  flay, 
fori  was  afraid  that  the  houfe  would  be  pulled  down, 
there  being  about  forty  or  fifty  perfons  conftjling  of  men 
and  boys  *,  /  faw  no  perfon  throw  any  ftones ,  or  attempt 
to  break  even  afquare  of  glafs ,  or  get  into  the  houfe  ( the 
next  morning  I  found  there  was  not  a  pane  of  glafs  broke 
in  the  faid  houfe).  Afterwards,  I  went  down  flairs 
and  met  Hammond  Green  in  the  middle  room;  he 
afked  me  where  I  was  going?  I  tuid  him,  I  was 
going  out ;  upon  which  I  wenc  into  the  kitchen,  and 
took  my  hat  and  went  into  the  yard,  got  upon  the 

k 

repeat  exactly  the  fame  words  upon  fuch  occasions  i[or 
deponent  infilled  that  the  identical  words  were  ufc  y 
each  perfon)  confidering  the  character  and  connections  o  t  ie 
‘deponent,  and  his  own  exprels  declaration  in  this  affidavit, 
that  he  faw  no  perfon  attempt  even  to  break,  a  fquare  of  glaO 
or  to  get  into  Cuilom-houfe,  it  may  very  jutll y  be  doubted 

whether  fuch  woris  were  uled  by  any  one. 

f  *  . . 
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wood-pite,  and  went  to  the  fence;  John  Green  he. 
,/V}  thre  2ateafked  me  to  open  the  gate,  and  let 
.  2  ln  ’  1  f;°lu  ,<llm  1  would  not  open  the  gate  for  any 
^  ,  ne  perlon  pafftng  by,  /aid  to  me,  heave  over 

j',  ?  fllala  ”  '5  1  Jumped  off  the  fence  into  Royal 

-  xthange-lane,  went  down  the  lane  with  John  Green, 
and  went  round  by  the  Poll  office  to  the  mam  guard; 
I  to  d  one  of  the  lokl.ers,  if  they  did  not  go  down 
to  the  centry  at  the  Cuftom  houie,  ||  I  was  afraid  they 
would  hurt  him  though  I  had  not  feen  any  p/rfon  injul 

’  /,cmebody  ^  the7  were  gone.  1  flood  with 
John  Guen  near  the  guavd-houfe,  fa  w  the  gum  go 

off,  and  heard  the  report ;  afterwards  I  heard  a  perfon 
jah  which  I  took  to  be  a  Joldier ,  that  is  right,  damn ‘ 
t  .•;m,utl  them  all,  they  have  no  bufmtfs  there  ;  and  from 
nence  I  went  to  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Burch,  one  of  the 
Coaimiirioners,  where  1  faw  Mr.  Burch  and  wife 
Mr.  i  axton  another  Comrniflloner,  and  Mr.  Reeves 
secretary  to  the  board.  One  of  the  Commiffioners 

7td,n’f  Wl?aC  was  the  m^ter  ?  1  told  him  the  fol¬ 
ders  had  tired  upon  the  inhabitants,  and  had  kd'ed 

Mr  R““vcs  V  wounded  fame  more;  upon  which 

\  God  blfcjS  my  foul  !  and  then  went 

into  the  other  room  I  left  Mr.  Burch’s  houfe,  and 

vent  to  tne  barracks  at  Wheelwrights  Wharf,  and 

m.d  ftaio  tnere  all  night;  I  heard  jeveral foldiers  fay, 

bey  w’Jhed  they  were  la  cut ,  for  f  they  were,  there 

pc::J  not  be  many  people  alive  in  the  morning.  The 

wnoie  of  the  14th  regiment  being  under  arms,  and 

II  ft  teems  very  difficult,  according  to  Greenwood’s  account  to 
foun  even  a  conjecture  of  .he  reafon  of  his  fears  which  he  ex 
P‘eH  fur  the  ctntry,  when  tn  the  fame  breath  he  declares  that 
ne  had  not  teen  any  perfon  intuit  him.-But  probably  he  rue 
motives  of  h.s  appheatton  to  the  Main-guard  were  no  of  a 
nature  to  be  made  publick.  -  ®  rc  n°l  of  i 

.  the 


t 
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the  piquet-guard  went  to  the  main  gturd  ho ufe  about 


iz  o’clock  that  night. 


THOMAS  GREENWOOD. 
Suffolk,  IT.  Eofton.  March  24,  1770. 


Thomas,  Greenwood  above-named,  after  due  exa¬ 
mination,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  abov  ~ 
written  affidavit,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  re ~ 


Before  John  Ruddock,  juft  ice  of  the  Peace,  and 

of  the  Quorum, 

John  Hill,  Juftice  of  the  Peace. 

Boft)n,  the  22d  March, 


luhfcribers,  two  of  his  Majefty’s  J u H  ices 

—  ^  1 1  / 


of  the  Peace  for  the  county  of  Suffolk,  (one 
being  of  the  Quorum)  hereby  certify,  that 
colonel  William  Dairy  mple,  chief  commander 
of  the  foldiers  in  Bofton,  William  Shea  fie* 
cfquire,  deputy  collector  of  the  Cuftoms,  and 
Bartholomew  Green,  head  of  the  family  in  the 
Cuftom-houfe  in  Bofton,  were  duly  notified  to 
attend  the  captions  of  the  affidavits  in  perpe- 
tuu?n ,  &c.  touching  the  Maffucre  by  the  fol¬ 
diers  in  Bofton,  taken  before  us  on  the  i6th, 
17th,  and.  19th  days  of  March  current  j  and 
that  the  faid  William  Shea ffe  and  B  »rtholo- 
n'lew  Green  attended  accordingly  on  the  i6ch' 
of  March,  and  crofs-eximined  as  may  depo 
nents  as  they  thought  fic,  and  as  long  as  they 
pleafed,  but  declined  giving  any  fuither  at¬ 
tendance. 


RI.  DANA, 
JOHN  HILL 
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Suffolk,  IT. 


Bojlon ,  March  30,  1770. 


WE  do  hereby  certify.  That  the  feveral  Copies 
contained  in  the  annexed  printed  Colledion  of 
Affidavits  taken  before  us  in  pcrpetnam ,  have  been 
carefully  compared  by  us  with  the  Originals,  and  agree 
therewith. 

Ri:  Dana,  Juftice  of  the  Peace*  and  of  the 
Quorum, 

John  Hill,  Juftice  of  Peace. 

WE  do  certify  the  like,  refpedting  thcife  Affidavits 
taken  before  us, 

Ri:  Dana,  Juftice  of  Peace,  and  of  the  Quo¬ 
rum, 

Sam.  Pemberton,  Juftice  of  Peace. 


W£  do  certify  the  like,  refpefting  the  Affidavit 
taken  before  us^ 

Ri:  Dana,  Juftice  of  Peace,  and  of  the  Quo¬ 
rum, 

John  Ruddock,  Juftice  of  Peace,  and  of  the 
Quorum. 

>  >  •  ,  , 

WE  do  certify  the  like,  refpe&ing  the  Affidavit  ta¬ 
ken  before  us. 

Ri:  Dana,  Juftice  of  Peace,  and  of  the  Quo¬ 
rum, 

John  Tudor,  Juftice  of  the  Peace; 


[  i6i  1 

« 

"WE  do  certify  the  like,  refpefting  thofe  Affidavits 
taken  before  us. 

Jonh  Ruddock,  Juftice  of  Peace,  andcf  the 
Quorum, 

John  EIill,  Juftice  of  Peace. 

WEdo  certify  the  like,  refpefting  thofe  Affidav  its 
taken  before  us. 

John  Ruddock,  Juftice  of  Peace,  and  of  the 
Quorum, 

Bblcher  Noyes,  Juftice  of  Peace. 

WEdo  certify  the  like,  resetting  the  Affidavit 
taken  before  us. 

John  Ruddock,  Juftice  of  Peace,  and  of  the 
Quorum, 

John  Tudor,  Juftice  of  Peace. 

I  do  hereby  certify,  1  hat  the  Copy  ot  an  Affidavit 
(contained  in  the  annexed  printed  Collection  ot  Affi¬ 
davits)  taken  before  me,  has  been  carefully  compared 
by  me  with  the  Original,  and  agrees  therewith. 

Edm.  Quincy,  J.  Pacis. 


X 


By 


WfV 

f  % 

l &EAL'  J 
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By  the  IJ onourable  T  up« 
mas  Hutchinson,  £/£• 
Lieutenant-Governor  and 
Commander  in  Chief  in 

T.  HUrCHIVSOM  ant over hu Majefly’ s Pro- 

'-HiiSbON.  vt„C6'  of- MafTachufett’s- 

^  ,  ,  Bay  m  New-England. 

Stt?  Tte  «<*»*  Dm,  and 
Tufl,c„  rf’d.e  *J*  *™  »f  Ml  Majefty’s 

Conmy  of  w',“n  JiVaf  S'Ti'  'hC 

Juftices  of  the  Peace  f,  r  ti ^  ?re 
full  Faith  and  Credit  s  ■  f  ,  °  ^  3nd  tha? 

Paper)  ^bmh  ItHfourt  and  tvithout  ^  °"  the*incJCcd 
to  be  hereunto  affixed.  Dared  at  Bofton  the  Thirtieth 

jefty’s0Reign7"  ^  tilC  tCnth  Year  of  his  Ma' 

By  his  Honor’s  Command, 

John  Cotton,  D.  Secretary. 

^nplJREE  original  Certificates  of  the  foregoing 

them,  are  figned  by  the  Lieutenant-Governor  and 

annexed  to  three  printed  Copies  of  this  Pamohiet 
Two  of  them  will  be  fent  to  London  for  the  Sa 

ee  ttr'o-im  "as  ^T"  *"  EnS,and  as  feline  to 
ee  the  Urigmals :  vlz.  One  of  them  to  William 

BoLLAt^Flq;  and  the  other  to  Dennis  De  Bertdt 

P‘f’— 1  hc  third  temains  with  the  Committee.  ‘  '  ’ 
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